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Foreword

Choosing a master programme is an important step in shaping your professional future.

The NIP Masterguide is designed to support you in this process by providing a clear and concise
overview of postgraduate programmes in the Netherlands that are interesting for psychology
graduates.

The goal of this guide to help you gain insight into the range of possibilities that match a
background in psychology. For each programme, you will find a brief description of the academic
focus, curriculum structure, admission requirements for students with a bachelor's degree in
Psychology, and the types of career paths alumni typically pursue. We encourage you to visit the
programme's official website for more detailed and the most up-to-date information.

This guide includes both university master’s programme that offer direct admission for psychology
graduates, as well as those that require additional coursework or specific electives to meet the
entry requirements. Programmes that require a full pre-master trajectory have been excluded.
Research master programmes are included and marked as such.

Please note:
— Educational master programmes are not included.
—  All programmes listed here are taught in either Dutch or English. The language of each text
corresponds to the language of instruction.
— Information provided is accurate for the 2026—-2027 academic year.

On behalf of NIP and the study associations who collaborated on this Masterguide we wish you
an inspiring and successful journey toward your master's degree.

Kind regards,

Sanne Dortmans
President of the section Psychology students of the Dutch Institute of Psychologists (SPS-NIP)

NI

Nederlands Instituut
van Psychologen
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«* ERASMUS UNIVERSITEIT ROTTERDAM

Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam

Erasmus University Rotterdam is a leading public research university in the Netherlands,

internationally recognized for its strong focus on business, economics, health, governance,

and social sciences, as well as its vibrant, urban campus at the heart of Rotterdam. Founded in —
1913 as the Netherlands School of Commerce, the university was renamed Erasmus University

Rotterdam in 1973, in honour of the humanist scholar Desiderius Erasmus.

In 2024, EUR achieved a student satisfaction score of 3.83/5 in the National Student Survey,
based on the responses of more than 11,000 students. The university is committed to continuous
improvement, particularly in areas such as international opportunities, career preparation, and
student wellbeing. In the 2025 Keuzegids Universities ranking, EUR is placed among the top Dutch
universities for specialised programmes, reflecting its strong academic profile.

Erasmus University hosts around 33,000 students from over 140 countries, including more than

12,000 master’s students, and offers over 70 master’s programmes ranging from research tracks —
to professional-oriented specialisations. Graduates of EUR are highly employable, with more than

94% finding a suitable position within a year of graduation.

Academic and career-focused

The master programmes at Erasmus University Rotterdam combine rigorous academic training
with a strong orientation toward practice and professional development. Courses are taught

by leading scholars and experts who actively connect research with real-world challenges. The
dynamic, international classroom setting and active student associations enable you to build a
valuable professional network during your studies.

In addition to the masters in this guide, with a minor in the field of Governance or Media and —
Communication, most of those masters are also accessible for psychology students.

Contact

WhatsApp: +31 6 12 34 56 78
Call: +31 10 408 90 00

Email: study@eur.nl

MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 10
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MASTER

Applied History

Introduction

The Master Applied History at Erasmus University Rotterdam integrates academic research,

historical expertise, and practical skills to address contemporary challenges through a historical

lens. The programme explores how societies engage with their pasts, the role of heritage in —
shaping identities, and the ways policymakers and communities use history in decision-making.

Students develop skills in digital humanities, oral history, interviewing, visual analysis, and public

communication of research, preparing them to use historical insights as tools for societal change.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time programme combines core courses, electives, and an internship or

capstone project. In the initial phases, students follow shared courses focused on historical

methodologies, digital humanities, and the uses of history in contemporary debates. Later,

students tailor their programme through electives and practical projects, which may include

developing exhibitions, documentary scripts, or heritage policy plans. The curriculum emphasizes

both digital and analogue research methods, critical engagement with archives, museums, and —
libraries, and the ability to communicate findings to academic and non-academic audiences alike.

Students may also choose to pursue a longer internship and/or an Honours Degree trajectory

(20 ECTS) for additional research experience.

Admission

Applicants are eligible with a bachelor degree in history from a recognized Dutch research

university, or an equivalent qualification from an international institution. Students with a

background in humanities or social sciences may also be admitted if they have completed

sufficient coursework in history (e.g., a minor or electives). Selection is based on academic

writing and analytical skills, motivation letter, CV, average grade, and, where relevant, international

background. —

Career prospects

Graduates of the Applied History programme pursue diverse careers in heritage institutions, NGOs,
government, education, consultancies, and the cultural sector. Typical roles include heritage
consultant, museum curator, policy advisor, cultural project coordinator, or researcher. Alumni
have gone on to work for Organizations such as Het Scheepvaartmuseum, Cultuur Concreet,
Liberas, and Utrecht University, or have pursued doctoral research. The programme’s emphasis on
internships, job market orientation events, and transferable research skills equips graduates with

a versatile profile for careers across both public and private sectors.

For more information about the programme, go to the website. —

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 11
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MASTER
Brain & Cognition

Introduction

The Brain & Cognition master’s program at Erasmus University Rotterdam is a one-year program in
which you study cognitive processes and their underlying brain mechanisms in depth. You explore
topics such as attention, memory, perception, language, emotion, and motivation, and learn how
experimental and neurophysiological methods can be used to study these processes. The program
combines theory, practical skills (such as EEG, eye tracking, fMRI, and programming), and research,
preparing graduates with a strong foundation at the intersection of cognitive psychology and
neuroscience.

Curriculum

The curriculum of this master's programme consists of 25 ECTS core courses (five courses of 5
ECTS), the Master's thesis and an elective component of 15 ECTS. The elective component can
be filled with a combination of an elective course, a practical internship and a longer Master's
thesis. The courses cover topics such as Cognitive Neurosciences, Cognition in the Digital Age
and Concepts & Categories. These are complemented by practical sessions in programming, data
analysis in R and SPSS, and smaller experimental assignments.

In the second half of the year, you work on a research proposal followed by the empirical research
project that forms the basis of your master’s thesis.

Admission
To be admitted to the Brain & Cognition program, you must have completed a relevant university
bachelor's degree in Psychology and be sufficient in English.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Brain & Cognition master’s program are particularly well prepared for research and
scientific careers. They find positions at universities and research institutes (both nationally and
internationally), in cognitive neuroscience research, in healthcare, within government institutions
with an interest in brain processes or cognitive functioning, or at companies working with brain
imaging, neuromarketing, or cognitive technologies.

Because the program develops strong empirical and analytical skills, career opportunities also exist
in policy research, data-driven projects, and technology-related fields.

For more information about the program, visit the website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend

bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 12
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MASTER
Criminologie

Introductie

De master Criminologie aan de Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam is een éénjarige opleiding
waarin je je specialiseert in Jeugdcriminaliteit of in Organisatie- & Georganiseerde Criminaliteit.
Je bestudeert criminologische theorieén, actuele criminaliteitsvormen (zoals white collar
crime, internetcriminaliteit, jeugdcriminaliteit), de rol van digitale technologie, interventies,
strafrechtelijke en justiti€le kaders, en de maatschappelijke, sociale en juridische gevolgen van
criminaliteit. Het programma combineert wetenschappelijk onderzoek met praktijkcases en
beleidsrelevante vraagstukken.

Curriculum
Het curriculum van Criminologie is opgebouwd uit vier onderdelen: een specialisatieprofiel
(jeugdcriminaliteit of organisatie & georganiseerde criminaliteit), algemene vakken, keuzevakken,

en het afstudeerproject (scriptie). De algemene vakken behandelen onderwerpen als Globalisation,

Digitalisation and Crime; Urban issues, Culture and Crime; Terrorism, Extremism and Control;
en Criminologisch onderzoek voor de praktijk. Je vult 15 ECTS met keuzevakken die je eigen

interesses weerspiegelen, of met vakken van de andere specialisatie, of met internationale vakken.

De scriptie loopt over het jaar heen, van idee via dataverzameling en analyse tot oplevering.
Tentamens en opdrachten kunnen deels in het Nederlands en deels in het Engels zijn.

Toelating

Voor toelating geldt dat je een universitaire bachelor moet hebben, bij voorkeur Psychologie
of een andere sociale wetenschappen met relevante voorkennis. Voor psychologie bachelors
betekent dit dat je voldoende methoden & technieken/statistiek hebt gevolgd, dat je relevante

theoretische vakken hebt afgerond, en vakken die aansluiten op criminaliteit, rechtspsychologie of

gedragsonderzoek.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden van Criminologie komen terecht in functies waarin kennis van criminaliteit,
beleid, justitie en veiligheid gecombineerd wordt. Denk aan beleids- of onderzoeksrollen bij de
overheid, bij politie, reclassering of OM, maar ook in adviesbureaus, NGO's, of instellingen die
toezicht houden of compliance verzorgen. Verder kunnen zij werkzaam zijn in internationale
veiligheidsorganisaties, consultancy, of doorgroeien naar een PhD of academische positie.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;
no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes
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MASTER

Forensic and Legal Psychology

Introduction

The Forensic and Legal Psychology master’'s programme one-year at Erasmus University
Rotterdam focuses on the psychological, neural, and social mechanisms underlying criminal
behaviour; as well as the application of psychology within legal contexts. Students in this
programme explore the assessment of criminal irresponsibility, the treatment of offenders with
mental disorders, and the evaluation of criminal evidence. There are two different tracks within
this programme: Forensic Psychology, which emphasises criminal irresponsibility, offender
assessment, and treatment; and Legal Psychology, concentrating on legal fact-finding, evaluating
the strength of evidence, and developing legal expertise.

Curriculum
The curriculum in this course combines theoretical courses with applied and research components.
The core courses involving Psychology of Evidence, Forensic Mental Health and Criminal Behavior
and Forensic Neuroscience. Students will also take advanced statistics courses. In the second
semester, students who would like to specialise in Forensic Psychology will complete a practical
internship and a research internship. Legal Psychology students undertake a research internship
and a moot court assignment, gaining experience in legal research and report writing. The
programme then concludes with a Master’s thesis.

Admission

Admission to this master requires a Bachelor’s degree from a research institution in psychology
with a specialisation in Clinical Psychology. This applies to applicants from Dutch universities,
as well as internationals; however, international programs must have equivalent value. Other
bachelors are also possible, but must have enough credits and be deemed comparable to
psychology programs. English language proficiency is required. Admission is selective, 70
students are admitted each year based on their academic performance in their first and second
bachelor years, as well as an entrance exam including statistics and motivation sections.

Career prospects

Graduates of this master's programme pursue careers as junior psychologists in mental health
care, policy researchers, advisors in mental health institutions, and researchers in both academic
and applied settings. Alumni may work within forensic services, government policy agencies, or
higher education institutions. The programme also provides a strong foundation for PhD research
in forensic or legal psychology.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;
no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 14
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MASTER
Global History and International Relations -

Introduction

The Global History and International Relations (GHIR) master’s programme at Erasmus University

Rotterdam examines how historical processes and international relations have shaped the

modern world. It challenges Eurocentric perspectives and provides insights into global power —
dynamics, empire, migration, identity, and heritage. The programme integrates approaches from

history, political science, and cultural analysis, equipping students to understand and critically

assess contemporary global challenges from a historical perspective.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS) combines core courses, electives, and a major

research component. In the first two terms, students follow courses such as The Origins of Global

Order, Historical Culture in a Globalising World, International Relations Theory, and Global Order

in the Postcolonial World. Later terms focus on electives, a research workshop, and the Master’s

thesis. Students may choose a short internship or electives such as Global Environmental Politics.

High-achieving students can also pursue an Honours Degree (20 ECTS) alongside the regular —
programme.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in history or a related field in the humanities or social
sciences with sufficient coursework in history. Admission is based on academic background,
writing and analytical skills, CV, motivation letter, and GPA. Proof of English proficiency (IELTS,
TOEFL, or Cambridge) may be required for international applicants who do not meet exemption
criteria.

Career prospects

Graduates are prepared for careers as researchers, policy advisors, cultural managers, —
consultants, or educators in government, NGOs, heritage institutions, and the private sector.

Alumni have gone on to work for cultural organisations, archives, consultancies, and universities,

or pursued PhD research in history and international relations.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 15
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MASTER

Health Psychology -

Introduction

The Health Psychology one-year master’'s programme provides students with an understanding

of behaviour-change theories and hands-on skills to address health-related challenges through

interventions. The programme trains students to develop impactful solutions; from apps —
improving resilience and well-being to projects targeting food environments and public health

promotion.

Curriculum

The first semester consists of four core courses that cover theories of health psychology and

behaviour change, societal and community health frameworks, digital behavioural health and

intervention design, and essential professional and research skills in behaviour change. Students

can also choose to take one or two electives: a course in advanced methodology and one in

leadership or complementary theoretical knowledge. During the second semester, students

complete a professional and a research internship, or a combination of the two. Students are

offered internships already available, or can choose their own, even being able to go abroad. The —
course is completed with a master’s thesis.

Admission

Applicants need a Bachelor’s degree from a research university. International applicants or
those who have a related degrees (e.g. Health Sciences, Cognition & Communication) have to be
considered by the Admissions Committee; a sufficient psychology and statistics background (15
ECTS of courses in each) is required. English language proficiency is required.

Career prospects

After graduation, alumni are skilled in designing, implementing, and evaluating behaviour-change

interventions using theoretical and digital tools. Typical career paths are roles as behaviour- —
change specialists, digital health intervention designers, project managers, UX researchers

in health-tech or e-health firms, policy developers, consultants in public health, or academic

researchers.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 16
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MASTER

Klinische Kinder- en Jeugdpsychologie -

Introductie

De Master Klinische Kinder en Jeugdpsychologie aan de Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam is een

fulltime éénjarige opleiding waarin studenten zich specialiseren in psychopathologie bij kinderen

en adolescenten. Je leert waarom en hoe ontwikkelingsproblemen ontstaan, hoe je diagnostiek —
kunt uitvoeren, welke behandeling effectief is, en hoe je interventies kunt toepassen in zowel

schoolcontext als geestelijke gezondheidszorg. De opleiding maakt gebruik van casussen,

practica en samenwerkingen met klinische partners om theorie en praktijk te verbinden.

Curriculum

Het curriculum bestaat uit kernvakken over ontwikkelingsuitdagingen in vroege kindertijd,

psychopathologie in de kindertijd en adolescentie, en evidence based praktijkvoering in

diagnostiek en behandeling. Je volgt practica in diagnostiek en behandeling. De hoorcolleges,

onderwijsgroepen en practicumgroepen zijn in het Nederlands, met Engelstalige literatuur. De

opleiding kent blokken onderwijs gevolgd door stage en/of onderzoekswerk dat je scriptie vormt. In

het tweede semester doe je een onderzoeks- of praktijkstage en schrijf je een masterthesis. —

Toelating

Voor toelating is een universitaire bachelor in Psychologie vereist, bij voorkeur met specialisatie
in Klinische Psychologie, of met ten minste 18 ECTS gevorderde vakken in klinische psychologie.
Voor buitenlandse studenten gelden ook taaleisen. Nederlands moet voldoende beheerst worden
(NT 2 of vergelijkbaar indien niet moedertaal). De opleiding hanteert capaciteitsbeperking; bij
overaanmelding vindt selectie plaats.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden komen terecht in de klinische praktijk, geestelijke gezondheidszorg, kinder-

of jeugdzorg instellingen, diagnostiekbureau’s, onderwijs en onderzoek. Je kunt werken met —
behandeling van psychische problematiek bij kinderen en adolescenten, diagnostisch werk doen,

begeleiden van jeugdigen op scholen, en werken in interdisciplinaire teams. Ook biedt de opleiding

een goede basis voor bijvoorbeeld vervolgopleidingen of onderzoek, of voor functies die in het

zorgstelsel gevraagd worden (zoals opdrachten gerelateerd aan het Zorg Prestatie Model).

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Klinische Psychologie

Introductie

De specialisatie Klinische Psychologie binnen de master Psychologie aan de Erasmus Universiteit
richt zich op psychopathologie bij volwassenen, diagnostiek, behandelingsmethoden en
therapeutische vaardigheden. Je bestudeert zowel theorie als praktijk: waarom psychische
stoornissen ontstaan, hoe je deze diagnosticeert en welke evidence based interventies effectief
zijn. De opleiding biedt een wetenschappelijke benadering, met mogelijkheden om je te
specialiseren in onderzoek of in klinisch werk.

Curriculum

De opleiding duurt één jaar (60 ECTS). Binnen deze master kies je voor één van twee leerroutes.
In de klinische route, leer je therapeutische vaardigheden en kun je ervoor kiezen een praktijkstage
te lopen in de geestelijke gezondheidszorg. In de onderzoeksroute, verdiept jij jou in thema’s zoals
hersenfuncties en cognitieve processen. In de studie komen vakken voor over psychopathologie,
diagnostiek, assessment, behandelingsmethoden, vaak gecombineerd met practica en
literatuurstudie. De opleiding wordt afgesloten met een thesis en stage.

Toelating

Toelating tot Klinische Psychologie vereist dat je een bachelor Psychologie hebt, met specialisatie
in Klinische Psychologie als je dat hebt. Voor psychologie bachelors van andere universiteiten
geldt dat je minimaal 18 ECTS in gevorderde vakken in Klinische Psychologie hebt gevolgd. Verder
moet je minimaal 45 ECTS relevante vakken hebben (waaronder de 18 ECTS klinische vakken) én
20 ECTS statistiekvakken, waarvan tenminste 5 ECTS in psychometrie. De opleiding hanteert een
capaciteitsbeperking, wat betekent dat bij meer aanmeldingen dan plaatsen een selectieprocedure
geldt.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden van de specialisatie Klinische Psychologie kunnen werken als basispsycholoog
binnen de geestelijke gezondheidszorg, in ziekenhuizen, bij GGZ instellingen of in diagnostische
centra. Ze kunnen diagnostisch werk doen, behandelingen toepassen, of betrokken zijn

bij klinisch onderzoek. Verder is deze master een belangrijke stap richting de GZ opleiding
(gezondheidszorgpsycholoog) mits je de relevante stages en praktijken hebt gevolgd, en kan de
opleiding leiden tot posities in beleidsontwikkeling of onderwijs, afhankelijk van je interesse.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;
no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 18


https://www.eur.nl/master/klinische-psychologie

Erasmus University Rotterdam

T TABLE OF CONTENT

® NIP membership possible

MASTER
Onderwijspsychologie: Leren en Presteren -

Introductie

De Master Onderwijspsychologie: Leren en Presteren aan de Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam is

een éénjarige opleiding waarin je psychologische principes, onderzoek en interventies bestudeert

met de focus op hoe mensen leren, presteren en zich ontwikkelen in onderwijssettings. Je —
onderzoekt cognitieve processen (zoals geheugen en aandacht), motivatie, instructie, feedback,

evaluatie van toetsen en hoe onderwijs- en leermaterialen zo kunnen worden ontworpen dat ze

optimaal aansluiten bij leerbehoeften.

Curriculum

Het curriculum bevat kernvakken over de psychologische theorieén van leren en prestatie,
onderzoeksmethodologie en statistiek, en vakken gericht op pedagogisch-didactisch ontwerp.

Je werkt met praktijkopdrachten, case studies, literatuurprojecten en experimenteel onderzoek.

De opleiding wordt afgerond met een masterthesis, waarin je zelfstandig empirisch onderzoek

uitvoert. Daarnaast zijn er stages / praktische opdrachten waarin je ervaring opdoet in

onderwijscontexten. —

Toelating

Voor toelating moet je een afgeronde universitaire bachelor in Psychologie of een andere relevante
richting hebben. Je moet voldoen aan de algemene eisen van methoden & technieken / statistiek
die de psychologie bachelor biedt.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden kunnen aan de slag als onderwijspsycholoog, leermiddelenontwikkelaar,

onderwijsadviseur, of onderzoeker op het snijvlak van psychologie en onderwijs. Ze kunnen werken

op scholen, bij onderwijsinstellingen, beleidsorganisaties, kenniscentra of in onderzoek. Verder

is deze opleiding een goede basis voor wie verder wil in (experimenteel) onderwijspsychologisch —
onderzoek, feedbacksystemen, adaptief leren of onderwijsinnovatie.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Onderwijswetenschappen -

Introductie

De Master Onderwijswetenschappen aan de Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam is een éénjarige
academische opleiding binnen de Pedagogische Wetenschappen. Tijdens deze opleiding leer je
kritisch en systematisch kijken naar hoe onderwijs is ingericht, hoe het functioneert in de praktijk, —
en hoe het verbeterd kan worden op basis van wetenschappelijke inzichten. Het programma richt
zich op actuele vraagstukken in het onderwijs, zoals onderwijsvernieuwing, diversiteit, toetsing,
beleid, en de kloof tussen beleid en praktijk. Een belangrijk uitgangspunt van deze master is dat
effectief onderwijs meer vraagt dan alleen goed lesgeven. Je onderzoekt hoe onderwijssystemen,
schoolstructuren, beleidskeuzes, leeromgevingen en curriculumopbouw het leerproces beinvioeden.
Je leert hoe veranderingen in deze structuren tot stand kunnen worden gebracht op basis van
wetenschappelijk onderbouwde interventies. Daarbij is er ook veel aandacht voor evidence-
informed onderwijsinnovaties, waarbij beleid, onderzoek en praktijk op elkaar afgestemd worden.

Curriculum

Het curriculum omvat vakken over evidence based onderwijsvernieuwing, toetsing en evaluatie, —
onderwijsbeleid, schoolorganisatie, verschillen in onderwijscontexten, en onderzoeksmethoden

(kwalitatief en kwantitatief). Je werkt met praktische opdrachten in samenwerking met scholen,

onderwijsbesturen of beleidspartners. De opleiding wordt afgesloten met een masterthesis. Er is

keuzeruimte binnen de opleiding om je eigen interesses (zoals diversiteit, technologie in onderwijs

of beleid) te verkennen.

Toelating

Toelating vergt een universitaire bachelor of masteropleiding die relevant is voor onderwijsweten-

schappen of pedagogiek. Je moet ten minste 10 ECTS in Methoden & Technieken hebben en

15 ECTS in Onderwijswetenschappen of Onderwijskunde. De voertaal is Nederlands, dus goede

beheersing van de Nederlandse taal is vereist. —

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden met een master in Onderwijswetenschappen kunnen gaan werken als beleids-
medewerker of beleidsadviseur in onderwijsinstellingen of bij overheden, als onderwijskundige
of consultant voor onderwijsvernieuwing, toetsing of professionalisering van docenten. Andere
opties zijn werken bij onderwijsadviesbureaus, in onderzoeksinstituten of als projectleider op
onderwijsprojecten. Dankzij de combinatie van theorie en praktijk kunnen zij bijdragen aan
veranderingen en verbeteringen in het onderwijs.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Opvoedvraagstukken in een diverse samenleving -

Introductie

De Master Opvoedvraagstukken in een diverse samenleving (specialisatie van Pedagogische

Wetenschappen) aan de Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam is een éénjarige, Nederlandstalige

opleiding waarin actuele opvoedvragen centraal staan, met bijzondere aandacht voor diversiteit, —
stedelijke contexten, gezinnen en sociale ongelijkheid. Je leert hoe ouders, opvoeders, professionals

en beleidsmakers kunnen worden ondersteund in diverse contexten, hoe opvoedingsproblemen

ontstaan, welke factoren bescherming bieden en hoe je pedagogisch advies kunt geven op maat.

Curriculum

In het eerste semester volg je drie thematische vakken over onderwerpen zoals hechting en

opgroeien binnen het gezin; opgroeien met leeftijdgenoten en via sociale media; en opgroeien in

een diverse en grootstedelijke context. Theorie en empirisch onderzoek worden gecombineerd met

vaardigheden zoals adviesvaardigheden, communicatie met opvoeders en omgeving. In het tweede

semester loop je een stage (praktijk, onderzoek of beleid) en schrijf je een masterthesis.

De opleiding biedt keuzeruimte om eigen belangstelling te verdiepen. —

Toelating

Directe toelating is mogelijk als je de bachelor Pedagogische Wetenschappen hebt afgerond
(EUR of andere universiteit). Indien je een relevante bachelor in Sociale Wetenschappen hebt,

is toelating onder beoordeling van de Toelatingscommissie mogelijk mits je ten minste 10 ECTS
in Methoden & Technieken en 15 ECTS in Pedagogiek hebt.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden zijn inzetbaar als opvoedadviseur, gezinsondersteuner, beleidsmedewerker,
methodiekontwikkelaar of onderzoeker op het terrein van opvoeding, jeugd en gezin. Je kunt

werken bij jeugdzorginstanties, maatschappelijke organisaties, gemeente/bestuur, in onderwijs- —
contexten, of projecten gericht op preventie, interventies en ondersteuning van gezinnen in divers

samengestelde samenlevingen.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Orthopedagogiek -

Introductie

De master Orthopedagogiek aan de Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam is een éénjarige,

Nederlandstalige specialisatie binnen Pedagogische Wetenschappen. Deze opleiding richt zich

op diagnostiek, begeleiding en behandeling van ontwikkelings-, gedrags- en opvoedproblemen —
bij kinderen, jeugdigen en gezinnen. Er is aandacht voor problematische ontwikkeling (zoals

gedragsproblemen, trauma, verstandelijke beperking, psychische klachten), begeleiding in

complexe situaties, en hoe je wetenschappelijke methoden kunt toepassen in de praktijk met

evidence based interventies.

Curriculum

Het curriculum bestaat uit acht blokken, waarbij in alle blokken aandacht wordt besteed aan de

ontwikkeling van professionele vaardigheden. In de eerste drie blokken volg je cursussen over

hechting, orthopedagogische interventies, en casuistiek en onderzoek binnen verschillende

orthopedagogische werkvelden. In de laatste vijf blokken staat de praktijk centraal: je loopt stage

en werkt tegelijkertijd aan je masterthesis. —

Toelating

Voor psychologie bachelors is er ook mogelijkheid tot toelating mits zij voldoen aan specifieke
eisen: je moet minimaal 40 ECTS Orthopedagogiek studievakken hebben (waarin aanwezig:
algemene orthopedagogiek, persoonlijkheidsleer, ontwikkelingspsychologie, psychopathologie,
neuropsychologie), en daarnaast 5 ECTS in jeugdzorg, juridische en ethische aspecten, plus 20
ECTS in Methoden & Technieken.

Beroepsperspectief

Na het afronden van de master Orthopedagogiek kun je werken als orthopedagoog in jeugdhulp,

GGZ, gehandicaptenzorg, onderwijs of bij gemeente of maatschappelijke instellingen. Je houdt je —
bezig met diagnostiek, interventie, begeleiding, beleids- of praktijkgericht onderzoek, advisering

van gezinnen en professionals, en met het ontwikkelen en toepassen van evidence based

methodieken in complexe opvoedings- en ontwikkelingssituaties.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Psychology of the Digital Media -

Introduction

This full-time, one-year masters programme is about how digital media shape human cognition,

learning, and behaviour, bringing together insights from industrial, organizational psychology,

cognitive psychology, and educational psychology. It gives students both theoretical —
understanding of the psychology of the digital media, and equips them with practical skills that

are essential in the field. This programme is the perfect choice for students who are interested in a

scientific approach to how digital media affect our daily life and mental health.

Curriculum

In the first part of the programme, students follow core courses that introduce key themes such as

cognition in the digital age, online learning, and the use of data science methods in psychological

research. These courses provide the theoretical and methodological foundation of the programme.

Later in the programme, students take additional courses on topics such as digital media in the

workplace and choose electives that allow them to specialise further. Students may also complete

an internship or take advanced methodological courses. In the second half of the programme, —
the main focus is on conducting independent research for the master’s thesis, in which students

investigate a topic related to the psychological effects of digital media.

Admission

English language proficiency is required as well as a Bachelor’s or undergraduate degree from

a research university. You need to successfully complete one of the following programmes:
Bachelor Psychology at Erasmus University Rotterdam or Bachelor Psychology at a Dutch
research university. You may also be eligible for admission if you have successfully completed a
programme that is comparable to the psychology bachelor's programme.

Career prospects —
After graduation, alumni are prepared to take positions such as data scientist, content manager,

trainee social media, educational designer, and academic researcher. Multinational companies are

usually interested in applicants who can analyze behaviour, possess strong presentation skills,

and have some programming experience. In the academic field, students can find positions in

various areas of psychology (e.g., cognitive, educational, industrial and organizational) and related

fields.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Societal Transitions

Introduction

The master in Societal Transitions at Erasmus University Rotterdam is a one-year interdisciplinary

programme that focuses on understanding and shaping transitions toward a more just and

sustainable society. Students explore complex societal challenges such as climate change, energy —
systems, food systems, mobility, and healthcare. The programme integrates perspectives from

multiple disciplines and emphasizes collaboration with societal stakeholders, preparing students to

analyse transition processes and actively contribute to social change.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, electives, and a major research The
curriculum combines core interdisciplinary courses, electives, and a graduation project. Core
courses cover topics such as transition science, philosophy, ecological sustainability, behavioural
science, and urban planning, helping students understand the dynamics of large-scale societal
change. Alongside these courses, students follow a reflection track and a leadership development
track, which focus on personal development, critical reflection and building skills to lead and —
facilitate societal change. Students can choose electives from other master’s programmes at
Erasmus University Rotterdam. The programme offers optional specialisation tracks such as
Energy Transition, Fashion Transition, and Urban Environment, Sustainability and Climate Change.
The programme concludes with a graduation project in which students analyse a real societal
sustainability challenge and design a transition strategy together with relevant stakeholders.

Admission

Applicants must hold a university bachelor’s degree or equivalent, but the programme is open to

students from a wide range of academic backgrounds, including social sciences, humanities, and

natural sciences. Applicants must also meet the programme’s English language requirements and

submit a personal motivation statement explaining their interest in the programme and suitability —
for it.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Master’s in Societal Transitions are trained to become transformative leaders

who can analyse and guide societal change processes. They can pursue careers in business,
government, civil society organisations, research institutions, or community initiatives that focus on
sustainability and social innovation. Possible roles include policy advisor, sustainability consultant,
programme manager, or social entrepreneur working on transitions related to areas such as energy,
mobility, or urban development.

For more information about the programme, go to the website. —

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 24


https://www.eur.nl/master/societal-transitions

Erasmus University Rotterdam

T TABLE OF CONTENT

O NIP membership dependent of chosen courses/thesis combined with bachelor in Psychology

MASTER

Sociology -

Introduction

The Master Sociology at Erasmus University Rotterdam offers a one-year, full-time MSc degree

that equips students to critically analyse societal developments and challenges from multiple

sociological perspectives. Covering themes ranging from organisational dynamics and digital —
transformation to governance, inequality, public discourse, and urban issues, the programme

bridges theory and empirical research underpinned by interdisciplinary collaboration across the

social sciences.

Curriculum

This intensive one-year programme includes core courses, electives, and a substantial research
component culminating in a master's thesis. In the initial phase, all students follow foundational
courses in sociological theory and research methodologies. Later, students choose one of seven
specialisation tracks, each offering a tailored curriculum with domain-specific coursework, optional
electives, and a thesis project.

Specialisation tracks are: Arbeid, Organisatie & Management, Digitalisation in Work and Society,
Educatieve Master Primair Onderwijs, Governance of Migration and Diversity, Grootstedelijke
Vraagstukken & Beleid, Polarisatie, Democratie en Samenleving, Power, Publics and Engagement,
Social Inequalities adn Change.

Admission

Prospective students must hold a bachelor degree in a relevant field (e.g., Sociology, Social
Sciences, Psychology or related disciplines). Proficiency in academic writing, analytical skills, and
a strong academic record are essential. Additional criteria may include a motivation letter, CV, and
demonstrable interest or academic exposure in the chosen specialisation area.

Career prospects

Graduates emerge equipped for roles across government, consultancy, NGOs, think tanks, urban
and cultural institutions, and academia. Examples of typical career paths include policy analyst,
organisational advisor, digital society specialist, urban planner, migration consultant, or researcher
in social inequalities. The programme’s focus on both academic rigour and real-world relevance
makes alumni highly versatile and well-prepared for diverse sectors.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER

Sociology of Culture, Media and Arts

Introduction

The Research Master in Sociology of Culture, Media and the Arts at Erasmus University Rotterdam
offers a distinctive two-year, full-time Master’'s programme that empowers you to become an
independent social-scientific researcher. Focusing on the dynamic intersections of culture, media
and society, the programme provides you with advanced theoretical insights, methodical skills
and practical research experience. You will explore how cultural practices, media technologies
and institutional frameworks shape social life: from audience behaviour and creative industries to
globalization, digitalisation and cultural policy.

Curriculum

Over the course of 120 ECTS and two academic years, the programme combines rigorous core
courses, specialised method modules, a research traineeship and an international exchange
opportunity. In the first year you build your foundational knowledge in cultural sociology,

the sociology of media & the arts, research design, and both quantitative and qualitative
methodological approaches. As the programme progresses, you engage in a research workshop
of your choosing and complete a mandatory research traineeship working alongside established
scholars. The second year emphasises an international exchange, participation in an academic
conference, and culminates in a master’s thesis project.

Admission

Applicants should hold a bachelor’'s degree in social sciences, mediastudies, arts & culture or

a related discipline from a recognised university. You must demonstrate basic social-scientific
research skills and an excellent academic track record. The average grade of your prior education is
equivalent to the Dutch grade of 7,5 on a grading scale of 1 to 10. Proficiency in English is required.
Additional criteria include a motivation letter, CV, and evidence of analytical and writing ability.

Career prospects

Graduates of this programme are ideally positioned for research-oriented careers. More than half
continue to a PhD path; others advance into roles in applied research, cultural policy, consultancy,
media organisations, and creative industries. You will leave the programme with deep theoretical
knowledge, strong methodological competence, and the experience of managing your own
research; a combination that offers excellent preparation for both academic and non-academic
careers. For more information about the programme, go to the website.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER

Work & Organisational Psychology

Introduction

The Master’s program in Work and Organizational Psychology at Erasmus University Rotterdam

is an intensive one-year program that prepares students to apply psychological theories, research
skills, and interventions within a wide range of organizations. During this master’s program,
students deepen their understanding of human behavior in the workplace, focusing on themes such
as motivation, leadership, work stress, team dynamics, personnel selection, employee well-being,
and organizational change. The program combines scientific research with practical case studies
and independent work, equipping students to make organizations more effective and people-
centered.

Curriculum

The Master’s in Work and Organizational Psychology lasts one year and consists of a mix of
theoretical courses, practical assignments, and a master’s thesis. In the first semester, you

take courses such as Groups at Work and Personnel Selection, where you build a foundation in
understanding behavior in organizations and develop research skills.

In the second semester, the focus shifts to an independent master’s thesis in which you conduct
and report an empirical research project in addition to your internship. In this way, the program
provides a strong combination of theory, practice, and research experience.

Admission

To be admitted to this master’s program, you must have completed at least a university bachelor’s
degree in Psychology, for example at Erasmus University Rotterdam or another Dutch university.
Students are expected to have basic knowledge of psychology, statistics, and research methods.

Career prospects

After completing the Master’s in Work and Organizational Psychology, graduates are able to work
in a variety of roles where human behavior and organizational development are central. They can
work in HR departments, consultancy firms, organizational advisory firms, talent management, and
coaching.

There are also opportunities to conduct research at universities or research institutes, contribute to
policy development within (semi-)government institutions, or hold positions in private organizations
with responsibilities related to HR and talent programs. Graduates can take on various roles
ranging from advisor and coach to researcher and policymaker, contributing to the improvement of
motivation, productivity, and well-being within organizations.

For more information about the program, visit the website.
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Universiteit Leiden

Are you ready to explore the complexities of knowledge, culture, and discovery at one of

Europe’s most renowned universities? Welcome to Leiden University — the oldest university in

the Netherlands, founded in 1575, and globally recognised for its academic excellence, research —
innovation, and international outlook.

Our master programmes cover a wide array of fields, from Humanities, Social and Behavioural
Sciences, and Law to Medicine, Natural Sciences, and Governance & Global Affairs. Whether your
ambition is to pursue cutting-edge research, work in international policy, advance in clinical or
applied sciences, or contribute to cultural and societal development, Leiden University provides a
rigorous, research-driven education tailored to your goals.

Why choose Leiden University?
+ History & Prestige: Founded by William of Orange, Leiden has produced numerous Nobel
laureates and world leaders. —

+ Global Recognition: Consistently ranked among the top 150 universities worldwide (QS, THE).

+ International Community: With students from over 120 nationalities, you will study in a diverse
and globally engaged environment.

+ Two Vibrant Campuses: Experience the historic charm of Leiden and the modern international
hub of The Hague.

+ Student Success: In 2024, Leiden enrolled over 33,000 students, including nearly 6,600
master’s students, with 36% international participation. Student satisfaction in the National —
Student Survey scored 3.9/5 for bachelors and 3.8/5 for masters.

Contact information
Email: study@leidenuniv.nl
Phone: +31 (0)71 527 1111
Website: Masters

For general student services, housing, and international student support, please visit the website.
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MASTER

Applied Cognitive Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on applying cognitive psychology to real-world

problems in work and organisational settings. The programme explores areas such as cognitive

enhancement, decision-making, human performance, and cognitive ergonomics. Students —
combine theoretical knowledge with practical skills, preparing them for professional roles in

academia, government, industry, healthcare, and applied research.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of four core courses, followed by an internship and a master’s
thesis. In the first part of the programme, students complete compulsory courses covering
foundational theory, applied research methods, and cognitive psychology applications. From the
second part onward, students choose electives, engage in team-based field projects, and gain
hands-on experience during their internship while preparing their master’s thesis.

Admission -
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates work in diverse contexts where applied cognitive psychology is essential, including
training optimisation, occupational efficiency, policy advising, medical and legal decision-making,
IT consultancy, security, cognitive engineering, and applied research in universities or research
institutes. They use psychological principles to improve human performance, safety, and well-
being in complex technological and social environments.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University. —
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MASTER

Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on understanding and addressing the

psychological and educational challenges experienced by children and adolescents. Students gain

in-depth knowledge of both typical and atypical development, learn to differentiate between them, —
and apply evidence-based interventions. The programme prepares students for clinical work with

young people, supporting children, families, and teachers to overcome psychological difficulties,

and provides a foundation for post-master training and professional careers in education and

mental health.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of mandatory courses, electives or clinical practical experience,

a practical internship, and a supervised master’s thesis (60 ECTS in total). Core courses cover
developmental psychopathology, assessment, and intervention strategies. Students can choose
electives or a clinical practical internship to specialise according to their career goals, gain hands-
on experience in child and adolescent mental health or educational settings, and complete a —
master’s thesis applying theoretical and practical knowledge. The curriculum equips students with

the skills needed to assess and treat psychological difficulties in young people using evidence-

based interventions.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates work in clinical, educational, and research settings, including roles as general

psychologists in child and adolescent mental health services or educational settings; —
diagnosticians; treatment coordinators; school counsellors; and family workers. Graduates who

complete a 20 ECTS clinical internship may also be eligible for post-master training programmes

(e.g., GZ-psychologist, Child & Adolescent; School Psychologist).

Graduates are further prepared for research positions and policy-making roles in healthcare, social
services, consultancy, and research organizations across the public and private sectors.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER

Clinical Neuropsychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on the neuroscientific basis of psychological
functioning, emphasising evidence-based practice. Students learn to apply scientific evidence in
clinical decision-making for diagnostics, prognosis, and interventions. Following the ‘scientist-
practitioner’ model, the programme prepares students for careers in clinical neuropsychology or
scientific research. Students gain experience assessing, treating, and guiding patients with brain
damage and develop skills for both professional and research-oriented roles.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of mandatory courses, electives or clinical practical experience,

a practical internship, and a supervised master’s thesis (60 ECTS in total). Core courses cover
clinical neuropsychology and neurosciences. Students can choose electives or a clinical practical
internship to specialise according to their interests, complete a hands-on internship in clinical
neuropsychology settings, and carry out a master’s thesis applying theoretical and practical
knowledge. The curriculum prepares students for both professional practice and scientific
research.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university. An
additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates work in clinical practice, research, and academic policy-making, including roles as
neuropsychologists in hospitals, rehabilitation centres, mental health organisations, psychiatric
institutions, or nursing homes; child neuropsychologists; psychologists training to become
healthcare psychologists or clinical neuropsychologists; PhD students or (junior) researchers

at universities or research centres; and medical advisers in pharmaceutical companies. Clinical
neuropsychologists typically work in multidisciplinary teams across hospitals, research institutes,
rehabilitation centres, nursing homes, and private practices.

This specialisation may also qualify students for the Dutch post-master training programme in
Mental Health Care (MHC) psychology (GZ-opleiding), depending on their choices in the bachelor’s

and master’s programme. Please note that the GZ-opleiding is only available in Dutch.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER

Clinical Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on applying psychological science to the

assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of mental disorders. Students gain theoretical knowledge

and practical skills for clinical research, assessment, and evidence-based interventions. The —
programme covers a range of psychopathologies, such as anxiety and depression, and prepares

students for advanced academic study, including PhD research.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of mandatory courses, electives or clinical practical experience,

a practical internship, and a supervised master’s thesis (60 ECTS in total). Core courses cover

clinical psychology, assessment, and research methods. Students can choose electives or a

clinical practical internship to specialise and gain additional clinical experience, complete a

supervised internship in clinical settings, and carry out a master’s thesis applying theoretical

and practical knowledge to clinical psychology. The curriculum balances theory, research, and

practical application, preparing students for professional and academic careers. —

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates work in clinical practice, research, teaching, and counselling, including roles as general

psychologists in medical centres, nursing homes, psychiatric hospitals, or forensic clinics; school

counsellors; assessment specialists at health centres or commercial institutes; lecturers or

researchers at universities, university medical centres, or research institutes; policy makers or

advisers; and trainers or coaches. Completion of this MSc also qualifies graduates for competitive —
post-master clinical training as a healthcare psychologist (‘GZ-psycholoog’) or for PhD research.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER
Comparative Criminal Justice

Introduction

The Comparative Criminal Justice Master's programme at Leiden University examines the

organisation, policies, and practices of criminal justice systems worldwide. Psychology students

develop an understanding of how legal frameworks, social contexts, and human behaviour interact —
in crime prevention, law enforcement, and offender rehabilitation. The programme integrates

theoretical knowledge with practical skills for analysing justice systems and designing evidence-

based interventions.

Curriculum

This 60 ECTS programme includes core courses, electives, a research internship, and a supervised
master thesis. Courses focus on comparative criminal justice theory, criminological research
methods, legal psychology, and the analysis of policy interventions. Electives allow students to
specialise in areas such as restorative justice, policing, or juvenile justice.

Admission —
Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in psychology or a related field. Students with a

psychology background may be asked to complete preparatory courses if they lack exposure to

criminology or legal studies.

Career prospects

Graduates work in public and private sectors, including criminal justice agencies, policy
consultancy, research institutions, and NGOs. Roles include policy analyst, criminal justice
consultant, researcher, probation officer, or positions in international organisations addressing law
enforcement and human rights.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University. —
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MASTER
Criminologie en Veiligheidsbeleid

Algemeen

Deze specialisatie combineert Criminologie en Veiligheidsbeleid met Internationale Betrekkingen

om criminaliteit, veiligheid en conflict op lokaal, nationaal en mondiaal niveau te analyseren.

Psychologiestudenten krijgen inzicht in de psychologische mechanismen achter crimineel en —
terroristisch gedrag, besluitvorming in crisissituaties en de rol van internationaal recht en beleid.

Studenten leren evidence-based interventies te evalueren, beleidsoplossingen te ontwikkelen en

interculturele verschillen in veiligheid en bestuur te begrijpen.

Curriculum

Dit eenjarige masterprogramma (60 ECTS) bestaat uit een gezamenlijk kerncurriculum,
keuzevakken, een stage en een masterthesis. Studenten kunnen zich specialiseren in thema'’s
zoals contraterrorisme, migratie en veiligheid, internationale vredesmissies, mensenrechten en
veiligheidsbeleid. Binnen de keuzevakken en de thesis kunnen psychologiestudenten hun kennis
van menselijk gedrag toepassen op actuele vraagstukken rond veiligheid en beleid.

Toelating
Voor studenten met een Bachelor Psychologie gelden aanvullende toelatingseisen. Eris 30 ECTS
vereist in criminologische kennis en sociaalwetenschappelijk onderzoek.

Beroepsperspectieven

Afgestudeerden werken in beleidsadvies, bij (inter)nationale organisaties, onderzoeksinstituten,
NGO's en veiligheidsgerichte instellingen. Mogelijke functies zijn beleidsanalist,
veiligheidsadviseur, inlichtingenanalist, internationaal projectcoordinator en onderzoeker op het
gebied van conflict- en veiligheidsstudies.

Voor meer informatie verwijzen we naar de officiele pagina van de Universiteit Leiden. —
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MASTER
Crisis and Security Management

Introduction

This English-taught master’'s programme equips psychology students with skills to understand

and manage crises and security risks at organisational and societal levels. The programme

examines human behaviour under high-stress conditions, equipping students to analyse —
decision-making, plan interventions, and design policies for areas such as disaster management,

cybersecurity, emergency planning, and critical infrastructure protection. By integrating

research methods, organisational psychology, and security studies, the programme fosters

an interdisciplinary approach, enabling students to connect theoretical insights with practical

applications in complex and dynamic environments.

Curriculum

The 60 ECTS programme combines core courses, electives, a practical internship, and a

supervised master thesis. Students can choose among specialisations including disaster

management, cybersecurity, emergency planning, international crisis management, counter-

terrorism, and critical infrastructure protection. Electives and thesis projects allow students to link —
psychological knowledge with crisis and security practices.

Admission

You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is coursework related to security studies, organisational theory,
or risk management.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for careers in governmental agencies, consultancy, research

institutions, NGOs, and private organisations. They typically take on roles such as crisis analysts,

security consultants, emergency planners, policy advisors, and researchers specialising in —
disaster and security management. By combining expertise in human behaviour with strategic,

analytical, and organisational skills, alumni are equipped to contribute effectively to the planning,

coordination, and implementation of policies and interventions that enhance safety, resilience, and

crisis response capabilities in complex societal and organisational systems.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER
Economic and Consumer Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on understanding the psychological

mechanisms behind economic and consumer behaviour. Students explore how choices are

influenced by rationality, emotion, and social factors, and how marketing, advertising, and —
nudges can shape decisions in areas such as consumption, saving, and charitable behaviour. By

combining psychological theory with economic principles, the programme provides insights into

decision-making, persuasion strategies, and consumer behaviour.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of core courses, electives, an internship, and a supervised master’s
thesis (60 ECTS in total). The programme begins with mandatory courses covering consumer
behaviour, decision-making, and behavioural economics. Students then select electives to broaden
their knowledge and skills, gain practical experience through an internship, and carry out an in-
depth research project for their master’s thesis.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university. An
additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates pursue careers in roles such as policy researchers, communication or marketing
consultants, public relations officers, market research analysts, and advertising researchers. They
apply psychological insights to influence decision-making, understand consumer behaviour, and
develop strategies in both public and private organisations.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University. —
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MASTER
Forensische Criminologie

Algemeen

De Nederlandstalige master Forensische Criminologie richt zich op de psychologische en

sociale aspecten van crimineel gedrag, criminaliteitspreventie en het rechtssysteem. In dit

programma verdiepen psychologiestudenten zich in onderwerpen zoals daderprofilering, —
onderzoekspsychologie en risicotaxatie, waarbij zij leren om theoretische inzichten toe te

passen in praktische forensische contexten. Het programma biedt een brug tussen academisch

onderzoek en professionele vaardigheden die nodig zijn voor het werken met daders, slachtoffers

en diverse justitiéle instellingen. Studenten ontwikkelen een diepgaand begrip van de complexe

interactie tussen individuele gedragskenmerken, sociale invloeden en juridische kaders, waardoor

zij in staat zijn om evidence-based interventies te ontwerpen en toe te passen.

Curriculum

Dit eenjarige masterprogramma (60 ECTS) bestaat uit verplichte vakken, keuzevakken, een

praktische stage en een begeleide masterthesis. De kernvakken behandelen onder meer

forensische psychologie, onderzoeksmethoden, daderprofilering en risicotaxatie. Via keuzevakken —
kunnen studenten zich specialiseren in thema'’s zoals jeugdcriminaliteit, cybercrime of

herstelrecht.

Toelating
Voor studenten met een Bachelor Psychologie gelden aanvullende toelatingseisen. Eris 30 ECTS
vereist in criminologie of rechten.

Beroepsperspectieven

Afgestudeerden zijn goed voorbereid op een breed scala aan carrierepaden binnen forensische

instellingen, politie en justitie, consultancy en onderzoeksomgevingen. Zij kunnen functies

vervullen als forensisch analist, reclasseringsmedewerker, beleidsadviseur, onderzoeker naar —
crimineel gedrag of specialist in daderrehabilitatie. Door de combinatie van theoretische kennis,

praktische ervaring en analytische vaardigheden zijn alumni in staat om bij te dragen aan de

ontwikkeling van effectieve interventies, beleid en onderzoeksprojecten binnen het brede domein

van forensische psychologie en criminologie.

Voor meer informatie verwijzen we naar de officiele pagina van de Universiteit Leiden.
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MASTER

Health and Medical Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on promoting health, preventing and treating

illness, supporting patient well-being, and improving healthcare systems and policy. Students gain

theoretical and practical knowledge in health psychology, including health promotion, disease —
prevention, chronic disease self-management, and the psychological aspects of medical care.

The programme also develops advanced research skills through active participation in health

psychology projects.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of mandatory courses, electives or clinical practical experience, an

internship, and a supervised master’s thesis (60 ECTS in total). Core courses cover fundamental

topics in health and medical psychology. Students can choose electives or a clinical practical

internship to specialise according to their interests, gain hands-on experience through a practical

internship in health or medical psychology settings, and complete a master’s thesis applying

theoretical knowledge to real-world health psychology questions. The curriculum balances theory, —
research, and practical application, preparing students for academic and professional careers.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates pursue careers in healthcare and research, including roles as healthcare psychologists,

PhD researchers, and participants in specialised therapy training programmes (e.g., cognitive

behaviour therapy). They work in general and university hospitals, medical psychology settings,

community health centres, rehabilitation centres, government agencies, research institutes, and —
primary healthcare settings.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER

Health, Ageing and Society

Introduction

This English-taught interdisciplinary master’s programme explores the psychological, social,
and policy-related aspects of health and ageing. By integrating insights from psychology, social
sciences, and public health, the programme examines how individuals experience the ageing —
process, how societies adapt to demographic changes, and which interventions can effectively
promote wellbeing across the lifespan. Psychology students in particular develop an advanced
understanding of topics such as lifespan development, health promotion, cognitive and social
functioning in older adulthood, and the design of interventions aimed at supporting ageing
populations. Central to the programme is the emphasis on evidence-based practice and the
translation of scientific knowledge into strategies that foster resilience, inclusivity, and healthy
ageing in diverse social and cultural contexts.

Curriculum

The 60 ECTS programme includes core courses, electives, a research internship, and a supervised

master thesis. Courses focus on ageing, health psychology, social policy, and interventions for —
improving quality of life in older adults. Students can tailor electives to their interests in clinical,

community, or policy contexts.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
Additionally, coursework related to health or social psychology may be recommended.

Career prospects

Graduates of the this programme are well equipped to pursue a broad range of career paths in

both academic and professional contexts. Many go on to work in research, contributing to the

scientific understanding of health and ageing, while others enter healthcare, consultancy, or the —
non-profit sector, where they design and evaluate interventions for ageing populations. Alumni are

also prepared for roles in public policy, advising on strategies that address demographic change,

healthcare provision, and social inclusion. The interdisciplinary character of the programme

ensures that students develop not only advanced academic knowledge but also the critical,

analytical, and practical skills needed to respond effectively to the growing societal importance of

ageing.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER

Klinische Psychologie

Introductie

Deze masteropleiding aan Leiden University combineert theorie en praktijk binnen de klinische
psychologie en bereidt studenten voor op zowel een professionele opleiding tot erkend therapeut
als carriéres in onderzoek of toegepaste settings. Het programma volgt het scientist-practitioner
model, waarbij academische kennis wordt geintegreerd met praktische klinische training. Studenten
ontwikkelen belangrijke vaardigheden op het gebied van klinische diagnostiek, basistherapeutische
technieken en wetenschappelijk onderzoek, waaronder het beoordelen van literatuur, het opzetten
van studies, het analyseren van data en het presenteren van bevindingen. Door theoretisch inzicht
te combineren met praktische ervaring zijn afgestudeerden goed voorbereid op functies in de
geestelijke gezondheidszorg, onderzoek, beleid en aanverwante vakgebieden.

Curriculum

Deze eenjarige master bestaat uit vier kernvakken, gevolgd door een stage en een masterscriptie.
In het eerste deel van het programma volgen studenten verplichte vakken over psychopathologie en
therapeutische vaardigheden, klinische gespreksvoering en cognitief-gedragsmatige interventies.
Ook starten zij met hun scriptie. Vanaf het tweede deel kiezen studenten keuzevakken, doen zij
praktijkervaring op tijdens hun stage en ronden zij hun scriptie verder af.

Toelating

Je komt in aanmerking als je een bachelordiploma psychologie hebt behaald aan een
onderzoeksuniversiteit. Daarnaast wordt van aanvragers verwacht dat zij een stevige basis hebben
in vakken die aansluiten bij deze master, meestal aangetoond door minimaal 30 EC aan relevante
vakken.

Beroepsperspectieven

Afgestudeerden van dit programma aan Leiden University ontwikkelen basisvaardigheden voor

het diagnosticeren en behandelen van veelvoorkomende psychische stoornissen zoals angst en
depressie, evenals sterke competenties in klinisch onderzoek en analyse. Velen starten als junior
psycholoog in de geestelijke gezondheidszorg onder supervisie, terwijl anderen functies vervullen
als diagnostisch specialist, schoolpsycholoog, onderzoeker, beleidsadviseur of trainer/coach.

Het programma biedt ook een route naar verdere specialisatie, zoals een postmasteropleiding tot
BIG-geregistreerd behandelaar (bijvoorbeeld GZ-psycholoog) of het volgen van een promotietraject,
hoewel deze trajecten competitief zijn.

Voor meer informatie verwijzen we naar de officiele pagina van de Universiteit Leiden.
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MASTER

Media Studies

Introduction

The one-year Master in Media Studies offers four specialisations, each exploring the relationships

between different media and examining both contemporary and historical material. Students can

choose from the following specialisations: Book and Digital Media Studies, which focuses on the —
dynamic process of transmitting knowledge and information through handwritten, printed, and

digital texts; Cultural Analysis: Literature and Theory, devoted to the study of literature from a

comparative and theoretical perspective; Film and Photographic Studies, providing an in-depth

academic study of ‘lens-based’ media, including photography, film, and video; and Journalistiek en

Nieuwe Media (taught in Dutch), which equips students with strong editorial skills, a journalistic

mindset, and a solid academic foundation.

Curriculum

The 60 ECTS programme includes core courses, electives, research internships, and a supervised

master thesis. Students apply psychological theory to media research, communication

campaigns, and societal impact studies. —

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university. An
additional requirement is coursework related to communication or media studies.

Career prospects

Graduates have a wide range of career opportunities in media organisations, consultancy,

research institutes, NGOs, and public sector communications. They are prepared for roles such

as media analysts, communication consultants, researchers, campaign strategists, and digital

content analysts. The programme equips students with the ability to critically evaluate media,

understand its influence on society, and contribute strategically to communication initiatives, —
combining academic expertise with practical skills relevant to today’s rapidly evolving media

landscape.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER

Methodology and Statistics in Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme at Leiden University focuses on advanced research
methods and statistical techniques in psychology. It equips students with strong methodological
and professional skills, including reviewing literature, developing research proposals, designing
and conducting studies, and performing advanced statistical analyses. Students also learn to
apply theory to practical problems, evaluate interventions, and communicate findings effectively,
preparing them for careers in both research and applied professional settings.

Curriculum
This one-year master consists of five core courses, followed by an internship and a master’s thesis.
In the first part of the programme, students complete compulsory courses covering computational

statistics with R, regression modeling and statistical learning and prediction, and they get the

chance to choose an elective course. From the second part onward, students follow one more
course about statistical consulting and they gain experience during their internship as well as work
on their master’s thesis.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.

Additionally, applicants are expected to have a solid background in statistics and research methods,

typically demonstrated by at least 30 EC in relevant coursework.

Career prospects

Graduates of this programme from Leiden University develop strong research and practical skills,
preparing them for careers in academia, applied research institutes, government, and the private
sector, including data-driven and marketing roles. The programme provides a solid foundation
for pursuing a PhD, while also training students in advanced data analysis, statistical software,
and consultancy, enabling them to work as researchers or consultants in a variety of professional
settings.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER

Occupational Health Psychology (OHP)

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on applying psychological principles to protect

and promote workers’ safety, health, and well-being, while improving overall quality of working life.

The programme integrates cognitive, health, clinical, and organisational psychology to address —
contemporary occupational health challenges. Students learn to analyse workplace issues, design

interventions, and apply research methods to prevent stress, manage organisational risks, and

cultivate a safety culture.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of mandatory courses, electives, an internship, and a supervised

master’s thesis (60 ECTS in total). The programme starts with core courses covering occupational

health, safety, and organisational psychology. Students then select electives aligned with their

research and professional interests, gain practical experience through an internship in workplace

health and safety settings, and complete a master’s thesis addressing applied occupational health

topics. The curriculum balances theory, research, and practical skills, preparing students for both —
professional and academic careers.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates pursue careers in diverse roles in public and private organisations, including

occupational health services, worksite health promotion, safety and accident prevention,

education and coaching, consultancy, HR management, psychological counselling, management

and organisational development, reintegration and outplacement, career counselling, —
psychological testing, and scientific or applied research. They apply psychological knowledge to

enhance employee well-being, safety, and organisational effectiveness.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER
Political Science

Introduction

The English-taught Political Science Master’'s programme explores governance, policy, and

political behaviour at national and international levels. By integrating perspectives from political

science and psychology, the programme examines how human behaviour, decision-making —
processes, and social influence interact with political systems and institutions. Psychology

students benefit in particular from the focus on political behaviour and collective decision-making,

allowing them to link theories of human cognition and social interaction with the functioning of

political structures. The programme also encourages students to explore different approaches to

analysing contemporary political challenges, ranging from issues of legitimacy and justice to the

dynamics of international cooperation, nationalism, and security.

Curriculum

This 60 ECTS programme consists of core courses, electives, a research internship, and a

supervised master thesis. Students can tailor their studies by combining specialisations

that reflect their interests in either international or domestic political psychology. Available —
specialisations include: International Organisation, International Politics, Nationalism, Ethnic

Conflict and Development, Dutch Politics, Democracy and Representation, and Political Theory:

Legitimacy and Justice.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university. An
additional requirement is coursework related to political science.

Career prospects

Graduates programme find career opportunities in a wide variety of fields, including government,

research, consultancy, non-governmental organisations, and international institutions. They often —
work as policy analysts, political consultants, researchers, public affairs advisors, or campaign

strategists. The combination of theoretical depth and practical application prepares them to

engage with complex political and social challenges, to analyse and influence decision-making

processes, and to contribute to the development of informed, evidence-based policy. With its

interdisciplinary orientation, the programme equips alumni with the knowledge and skills to bridge

the gap between human behaviour and political structures, enabling them to play a meaningful

role in shaping the societies of the future.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER
Public Administration

Introduction

The Public Administration Master’'s programme, offers a unique, research-led, multi-level
perspective on managing, steering, and coordinating political, economic, and societal actors.

The programme focuses on how governance structures and processes can effectively address —
society’s most pressing challenges, combining theoretical knowledge with practical skills to
analyse, design, and implement evidence-based policies. Students explore the interplay between
individuals, organisations, and institutions within complex societal systems, and learn to apply
behavioural insights to understand decision-making, policy implementation, and organisational
dynamics in the public sector. Through the interdisciplinary nature of the programme, students
gain a thorough understanding of governance at both national and international levels, preparing
them to engage with contemporary issues such as policy effectiveness, public accountability, and
leadership in complex organisational contexts.

Curriculum

The 60 ECTS programme includes core courses, electives, internships, and a supervised master —
thesis. Students apply behavioural insights to public administration challenges and evidence-

based policy solutions. The programme offers three specialisations—Economics and Governance,

International and European Governance, and Public Management and Leadership—enabling

students to develop in-depth expertise in their chosen domain.

Admission
Applicants are eligible with a Bachelor’s degree in psychology. Preparatory courses may be
required for students without a public administration or management background.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for careers in governmental agencies, consultancy, non-governmental —
organisations, and research institutions. They are equipped to take on roles such as policy

analysts, public sector managers, consultants, and researchers in governance and administration.

By combining an in-depth understanding of governance with practical application and evidence-

based decision-making, alumni are able to contribute to the development and implementation of

effective policies and strategies, addressing complex societal challenges and improving public

sector performance.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER

School Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on creating positive learning environments to

support the development and learning potential of all students, regardless of their intellectual level

or mental health challenges. The programme responds to recent Dutch legislation on Inclusive —
Education (‘Wet op Passend Onderwijs’) and Youth Care (‘Jeugdwet’), preparing students to meet

the growing demand for school psychologists in primary and secondary education. Students learn

to develop interventions, provide guidance, and contribute to school policy, teacher training, and

inclusive educational practices.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of mandatory courses, electives or a practical internship, and a
supervised master’s thesis (60 ECTS in total). Core courses cover school psychology, assessment,
and interventions in educational settings. Students can choose electives or a practical internship
to specialise according to their career interests, gain hands-on experience in schools or education-
related organisations, and complete a master’s thesis applying theoretical and practical —
knowledge. The curriculum equips students with the knowledge and skills to support student

learning and development and to contribute to inclusive education initiatives.

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates work in educational and related settings, including roles as psychologists in primary

and secondary schools; psychologists in School Advisory Services (‘Onderwijsadviesdienst’);

psychologists in general health care (POH-GGZ); policy developers at municipal organisations —
or national government; independent coaches, trainers, or consultants; and researchers at

universities or government research institutes (e.g., TNO).

Graduates are also qualified for post-master training programmes for School Psychologist and
Health Care Psychologist (‘GZ-psycholoog’).

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER
Social and Organisational Psychology

Introduction

This English-taught master’s programme focuses on understanding and improving human

behaviour in social and organisational contexts. Students gain theoretical and practical

knowledge to address social and organisational challenges, develop advanced research skills, —
design empirical studies, evaluate interventions, and apply psychological principles to real-world

problems.

Curriculum

This one-year master consists of core courses, electives, an internship, and a supervised master’s

thesis (60 ECTS in total). The programme starts with mandatory courses covering social and

organisational psychology, research methods, and professional skills. Students then choose

electives aligned with their interests and career goals, gain practical experience through an

internship, and carry out an in-depth research project for their master’s thesis. The programme

allows students to focus on either social or organisational issues through their assignments,

thesis, internship, and electives. —

Admission
You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree in psychology from a research university.
An additional requirement is 30 ETCS in coursework related to this specialisation.

Career prospects

Graduates work in diverse professional roles in academia, government, and organisations,
including policy researcher, professional trainer, organisational consultant, marketing professional,
public relations officer, personnel manager, mediator, and public health adviser. They apply
psychological knowledge to improve human behaviour and organisational effectiveness.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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MASTER
Statistics & Data Science

Introduction

The Statistics & Data Science Master's programme trains psychology students to collect, analyse,

and interpret complex data. The programme combines theoretical and practical approaches to

statistical modelling, computational methods, and data visualisation, allowing students to apply —
these techniques to research questions in the social, behavioural, and health sciences. Emphasis

is placed on evidence-based decision-making and the use of rigorous quantitative methods

to inform research, policy, and practice, ensuring that students develop both methodological

expertise and the ability to translate data into meaningful insights.

Curriculum

The 120 ECTS programme includes core courses, electives, research internships, and a supervised
master thesis. Throughout the programme, students acquire expertise in statistical software,
programming languages, predictive modelling, and applied data science, enabling them to tackle
real-world datasets and research problems.

Admission
Applicants are eligible with a Bachelor’s degree in psychology, with coursework in statistics,
research methods, and quantitative analysis.

Career prospects

Graduates are well positioned for careers in research, consultancy, healthcare, government, and

industry. They typically assume roles such as data analysts, research methodologists, statistical

consultants, policy analysts, and data scientists. Through a combination of advanced technical

expertise and applied problem-solving skills, alumni are able to manage, analyse, and interpret

complex datasets, contribute to evidence-based research and decision-making, and provide

strategic insights across a variety of professional settings. —

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Clinical and Health Psychology

Introduction

The Clinical and Health Psychology specialisation within Leiden University’s research master in

psychology provides students with in-depth knowledge of theories and research domains in this

area. The programme focuses on psychopathology, health promotion, disease prevention, and the —
self-management of chronic conditions. Its main aim is to equip students with a strong theoretical

background for clinical and health psychology research, assessment, and interventions. This

specialisation is particularly well-suited as preparation for a PhD in clinical and health psychology.

Curriculum

The two-year programme combines obligatory research methodology courses with four advanced-
level theoretical courses specific to clinical and health psychology. These courses provide the
foundation for research, assessment, and interventions in this domain. In addition, students take
electives from other master’s tracks or programmes and acquire hands-on experience through
participation in research projects, lab meetings, a research internship, and a master’s thesis.

Admission

Applicants are eligible with a university Bachelor’'s degree in psychology and demonstrate
sufficient background in methodology, statistics, and clinical and health psychology. Admission is
selective and based on academic record and a motivation letter.

Career prospects

Graduates acquire advanced research skills by actively participating in clinical and health
psychology research projects. Alumni are well prepared to pursue PhD programmes, as well as
careers in research institutes, clinical organisations, or applied settings, where they contribute to
evidence-based assessment, treatment, prevention, and health policy development.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Cognitive Neuroscience

Introduction

The Cognitive Neuroscience specialisation within Leiden University’s research master in

psychology provides students with advanced knowledge of the psychological, computational, and

neuroscientific foundations of human cognition. Key themes include the integration of perception —
and action, the interaction between cognitive, affective and social processes, decision-making

in perceptual and value-based contexts, and neuromodulatory influences on cognition. Students

are encouraged to take an active role in behavioural and neuroscientific research throughout the

programme.

Curriculum

The two-year programme combines general research methodology and statistics courses

with four track-specific courses (20 ECTS). These focus on action control, social cognitive

neuroscience, the neural and computational basis of reinforcement learning and decision-making,

and the role of neurotransmitters in modulating cognition. Teaching staff employ a wide range

of research methods, including EEG, fMRI, pharmacology, transcranial direct current stimulation —
(tDCS), and computational modelling. Students also gain hands-on experience in dedicated

laboratory facilities, which include testing rooms, workspaces for experiment development, and

discussion areas. The programme further includes electives, a research internship (20 ECTS), and

a master’s thesis (20 ECTS).

Admission

Applicants are eligible with a university bachelor's degree in psychology and demonstrate
sufficient background in methodology, statistics, and cognitive or neuroscientific domains.
Admission is selective and based on academic performance and a motivation letter.

Career prospects —
Graduates acquire advanced skills in cognitive neuroscience research and are well-prepared

for PhD programmes. Alumni also pursue careers in academic and applied research, working

with advanced neuroscientific methods and computational modelling in universities, research

institutes, and health or technology-related organisations.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Developmental Psychology

Introduction

The Developmental Psychology specialisation within Leiden University’s research master in

psychology offers in-depth knowledge of emotional and cognitive development throughout

childhood and adolescence, including both typical development and the emergence of —
psychopathology. Central questions include: how intelligent behaviour develops during childhood

and adolescence, how cognition and emotion interact across development, and how conditions

such as autism or deafness influence emotional development. A key focus is the relationship

between developmental processes and the maturing brain.

Curriculum

The programme employs a multi-method approach to study the complex interplay between

cognition, emotion, and the developing brain. Students gain hands-on experience with a wide

range of assessment techniques, including behavioural observation, experimental manipulation,
psychophysiological measurement (e.g. skin conductance, heart rate, cortisol), EEG, and fMRI.

The track-specific coursework (20 ECTS) consists of four advanced-level theoretical courses —
providing a foundation for understanding developmental changes in cognitive and affective

systems. Students may complement these with electives from other psychology tracks or related

programmes to adopt an interdisciplinary perspective. The programme also includes a research

internship (20 ECTS) and a master’s thesis (20 ECTS).

Admission

Applicants are eligible with a university bachelor's degree in psychology with a sufficient
background in methodology, statistics, and developmental psychology. Admission is selective and
based on academic record and a motivation letter.

Career prospects —
Graduates acquire strong skills in research design, data analysis, and scientific writing within
the field of developmental psychology. They are trained to critically evaluate literature, apply
theoretical knowledge to developmental issues, and effectively present their findings. Alumni are
well prepared for PhD programmes as well as careers in research institutes, clinical settings, and
policy-related organisations focusing on child and adolescent development.

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Social and Economic Psychology

Introduction

The Social and Economic Psychology specialisation within Leiden University's research master

in psychology provides students with in-depth knowledge of the theories and research domains

that explain how people’s social environment shapes thoughts, feelings, and behaviour. The —
programme focuses on processes within and between groups, including conflict management,

leadership, social dilemmas, diversity, stereotyping and prejudice, and individual and group

decision-making. Applications of this expertise extend to organisational and management

contexts, as well as economic behaviour and environmental issues. This track offers excellent

preparation for a PhD in social and organisational psychology.

Curriculum

The two-year programme combines obligatory methodology and statistics courses with four track-

specific theoretical courses. These provide students with a state-of-the-art overview of theoretical

and empirical developments in social and economic psychology. Students also take electives from

other psychology tracks or programmes, participate in ongoing research projects, and complete a —
research internship (20 ECTS) and a master's thesis (20 ECTS). This structure allows students to

deepen their expertise while gaining hands-on experience in empirical psychological research.

Admission

Applicants are eligible with a university Bachelor’s degree in psychology, with sufficient
background in methodology, statistics, and social or organisational psychology. Admission is
selective and based on academic record and a motivation letter.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for academic careers, in particular PhD programmes in psychology.

The specialisation also qualifies students for research positions in public or private organisations —
where psychological expertise informs corporate or public policy. Alumni work at research

agencies such as TNO, NIA, and IOWO, in private companies (e.g. technology development, safety

control), and in governmental institutions such as the Social and Cultural Planning Office (SCP).

For more detailed information, see the official page of Leiden University.
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Maastricht University

At Maastricht University, we are committed to providing high-quality, innovative education. Our
vision emphasizes a student-centred approach, small-scale international classrooms, and coherent
academic programs that prepare students for a dynamic and global society. The implementation
and ongoing enhancement of this vision are guided by a robust quality assurance system. Together
with the essential contributions of our teachers, students, and other stakeholders, this system
fosters a culture of quality in which our education is continuously refined and improved.

Problem-Based Learning (PBL)

At Maastricht University, students indulge in a Problem-Based Learning (PBL) model that provides

effective communication, collaboration and a rich understanding of subject matters. PBL is built

upon constructive learning within small, guided groups while maintaining a self-directed attitude,

fostering deep-level learning beyond memorisation. Furthermore, PBL focuses on contextual

learning which gives individuals the opportunity to apply knowledge beyond university walls and

into the real world. —

International learning environment

Maastricht University is considered the most international university in the Netherlands, with over
50% of students and 40% of staff from abroad. The learning environment is culturally diverse and
inclusive, with the integration of Global Citizenship Education (GCEd). Students are equipped not
only with theoretical knowledge but also skills and attitudes necessary to tackle issues within a
global setting.

PREMIUM Honours program

PREMIUM is Maastricht University’s Honours programme for high-performing, motivated master’s

students. Once selected, students are grouped together in interdisciplinary teams and given a —
project to complete for a client from the (local) business or government sector under the guidance

of a project mentor. Alongside their project, students receive individual coaching focused on

personal competence development. Lastly, students attend several workshops to help cultivate

valuable skills and knowledge to prepare them for the job market.

Important to know it that the curriculum of the master Psychology and it's tracks will be revised in
academic year 2027-2028. Information about open days, programmes and contact information can
be found on the website.
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MASTER
Cognitive Neuroscience

Introduction

This one-year full time programme explores how the brain enables human cognition and behaviour.
It combines theoretical training with hands-on experience in neuroimaging and experimental
methods. Students investigate core topics such as perception, attention, memory, language,

and sensorimotor functions, while learning to work with advanced techniques like EEG and fMRI
and analysis tools such as BrainVoyager and EEGLAB. The programme prepares graduates to
understand, design, and conduct high-level cognitive neuroscience research in both academic and
applied settings.

Curriculum

The programme starts with courses on perception, attention, memory, language, and sensorimotor

control, paired with hands-on sessions in EEG and fMRI methods and data analysis using tools

like BrainVoyager and EEGLAB. In the second part of the year, the focus shifts to a research

internship, where you apply your skills on a real project. This internship forms the basis of your

master’s thesis. Students looking for an extra challenge can also join PREMIUM, the university’s

honours track with interdisciplinary projects and professional coaching. —

Admission

Applicants with a Dutch Bachelor’s degree in psychology qualify directly, whereas other university
bachelor's programmes will be assessed by the Board of Admissions, referencing the NUFFIC
diploma recognition. In that case you need to provide 27 ETCS in statistics and research methods
on a research university level, 10 ETCS in academic writing on a research university level and 24
ETCS in theoretical courses and skills training covering general knowledge of psychology. As
English is the language of instruction it is essential your skills are proficient to undertake the
curriculum.

Career prospects —
Graduates of the Cognitive Neuroscience specialisation are well prepared for careers in both

research and applied fields. Many continue into PhD programmes or take on roles as researchers

and lecturers at universities and research institutes. Others pursue careers in clinical and applied

neuroscience, for example in neurofeedback, brain recovery, or psycho-oncology, where scientific

knowledge is combined with patient care. Alumni also move into the technology and industry

sector, working in areas such as neuroimaging, medical devices, or data science. Choosing this

specialisation opens doors to careers at universities, research institutes, educational institutions,

clinics, and private industry, as its interdisciplinary character provides excellent knowledge in both

cognitive psychology and neuroscientific methods.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page. —
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MASTER

Developmental Psychology

Introduction

The Developmental Psychology specialisation in Maastricht University’s one-year master’s in
psychology combines cognitive theory with biological insight to explore human development
across the lifespan. You'll investigate how factors like genetics, neurobiology, and environment
shape essential abilities such as perception, memory, language, emotion, social understanding,
and motor skills, from infancy through adulthood. In addition, you'll study both healthy
development and common disorders, including ADHD, autism, dyslexia, and more. Furthermore,
you will be prepared to engage in both developmental research and applied clinical work through
clinical tools, research methods, and hands-on exposure to diagnostic and neuroimaging
instruments.

Curriculum

The programme consists of four compulsory courses (Infancy; Perception, attention, and motor

development; Development of cognition and language; Social and emotional development) as well

as different skills training, such as applying and designing instruments that measure cognitive

functions or designing developmental experiment. Furthermore, you will complete a research —
internship and write your thesis.

Admission

Applicants with a Dutch bachelor's degree in psychology qualify directly, whereas other relevant
university bachelor's programmes will be assessed by the Board of Admissions, referencing the
NUFFIC diploma recognition. In that case, you need to provide 27 ETCS in statistics and research
methods on a research university level, 10 ETCS in academic writing on a research university level
and 24 ETCS in theoretical courses and skills training covering general knowledge of psychology.
As English is the language of instruction it is essential your skills are proficient to undertake the
curriculum.

Career prospects

This specialisation provides a great basis for several career paths. Most graduates work as a
psychologist or researcher in applied or clinical settings or educational institutions.

As a developmental psychologist you can work with children, adults, or elderly people.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER
European studies on Society, Science and Technology
(ESST)

Introduction

Within one year you will fulltime examine the complex relationship between science, technology,
and society. The programme looks at how innovations such as social media, robotics, or
sustainable energy not only transform daily life but are also shaped by political, cultural, and
ethical contexts. By combining insights from different disciplines, the programme equips students
to critically analyze the societal impact of technological change and to understand the role of
science and technology in addressing today’s global challenges.

Curriculum

The programme begins in Maastricht, where all students follow core courses that provide a strong
foundation in theories and methods for analysing science, technology, and society. In the second
semester, you specialise by studying in Maastricht or at one of the partner universities within the
European ESST network. There, you focus on a specific theme of your choice while conducting
your master’s thesis research, allowing you to combine broad interdisciplinary training with in- —
depth expertise.

Admission

Admission to the ESST master’s programme is based on a holistic review of your previous
education, motivation, and any relevant professional experience. You qualify directly if you hold

a Bachelor’s degree in a relevant academic field, such as social sciences, natural sciences,
engineering, or the humanities, and can demonstrate interdisciplinary interest through coursework,
a strong CV, or extracurricular activities. As this is an English-taught programme, you must also
meet the university's language requirements, which you can check using the university's online
language assessment.

Career prospects

ESST graduates are in high demand at the intersection of science, technology, and society.
Alumni commonly take up positions in governmental agencies, NGOs, think tanks, private
research institutes, and consultancies focused on science, innovation, and policymaking. Typical
roles include Analyst, Advisor, Research Assistant, Policy Analyst, and positions in marketing

or consultancy. ESST cultivates the skills to critically analyse and shape societal responses to
scientific and technological change, preparing graduates for diverse roles such as science and
technology managers, advisors, consultants, researchers, engineers, or journalists.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER

Epidemiology

Introduction

This master's programme offers a diverse range of specialisations for students interested in
epidemiology. The course offers the opportunity to build a strong theoretical and clinical foundation
for evidence-based public health. Students will develop an advanced understanding of study design,
statistics, and data analysis. The programme also presents options to learn how to communicate
research findings to policymakers and the public. Students gain meaningful, research experience by
conducting a study under the guidance of a personal supervisor. With its variety of specialisations
and multidisciplinary approach, students can tailor their academic experience to their specific
interests within the broad field of public health.

Curriculum

The 1-year full-time programme includes core subjects revolving around health protocols,

epidemiology, statistics as well as research protocol. With a multidisciplinary subject selection,

the programme combines compulsory courses with electives in fields such as clinical, genetic, or

public health epidemiology. The year concludes with an individual research project and master’s

thesis, where students apply their knowledge to real-world data under supervision. —

Admission

Admission requires a bachelor's degree in a field relevant to epidemiology. These include a
university degree in subjects like Biomedical Sciences, Health Sciences, Medicine, or Psychology,
or a university of applied sciences degree in fields such as Nursing, Dietetics, or Physiotherapy.
The Board of Admission will evaluate your previous education, academic skills and English skills to
decide if you are admissible.

Career prospects

Alumni pursue a wide range of careers in both the public and private sectors, with many focusing

on research. You'll be prepared for roles as an epidemiologist, data analyst, or researcher in —
diverse settings. Graduates often find jobs in academia at universities and research institutes,

in public health at government agencies or non-profit organizations, and in healthcare at

hospitals and pharmaceutical companies. Many alumni also choose to pursue a PhD, combine

epidemiological research with a medical profession, or work in health policy and consultancy.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER
Forensica, Criminologie & Rechtspleging

Introductie

De master Forensica, Criminologie & Rechtspleging aan de Maastricht University is een
multidisciplinair programma dat zich richt op de samenhang tussen crimineel gedrag, juridische
processen en forensische wetenschap. Binnen deze opleiding bestudeer je criminaliteit en recht
vanuit verschillende invalshoeken, waaronder criminologie, psychologie en rechtsgeleerdheid. Je
ontwikkelt inzicht in het functioneren van het rechtssysteem, de interpretatie van bewijs en de rol
van forensische expertise in juridische besluitvorming.

Curriculum

Het programma combineert theoretische vakken met onderzoeksvaardigheden en een
masterthesis. In de eerste fase volg je kernvakken waarin onderwerpen zoals criminologische
theorieén, forensische psychologie, bewijsrecht en onderzoeksmethoden centraal staan. Deze
vakken bieden een stevige basis voor het analyseren van criminaliteit en juridische vraagstukken
vanuit een interdisciplinaire benadering.

In het verdere verloop van de opleiding verschuift de focus naar toepassing en onderzoek. Je —
werkt aan een masterthesis waarin je zelfstandig een empirisch onderzoek uitvoert en rapporteert.

Gedurende de opleiding ligt de nadruk op het ontwikkelen van analytische vaardigheden,

methodologisch inzicht en academisch schrijven, evenals het kritisch beoordelen van complexe

vraagstukken binnen forensica en recht.

Toelating

Voor toelating tot deze master is doorgaans een afgeronde universitaire bachelor vereist in
bijvoorbeeld criminologie, psychologie, rechten of een verwant vakgebied. Kandidaten dienen te
beschikken over een solide academische basis, inclusief kennis van onderzoeksmethoden en
statistiek. Afhankelijk van je vooropleiding kunnen aanvullende eisen gelden.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden kunnen aan de slag in uiteenlopende functies binnen het domein van

criminaliteit en recht. Mogelijke werkgevers zijn onder andere justiti€le instellingen, politie- en
opsporingsdiensten, forensische instituten, beleidsorganisaties en onderzoeksinstellingen. Je kunt
functies vervullen als beleidsadviseur, criminoloog, forensisch analist, onderzoeker of consultant.
Daarbij draag je bij aan vraagstukken rondom criminaliteitsbestrijding, bewijsanalyse, beleid en
besluitvorming binnen het rechtssysteem. De opleiding biedt tevens een goede voorbereiding op
een promotietraject (PhD) of een loopbaan in academisch onderzoek.

Voor uitgebreide informatie over het programma, verwijzen we naar de officiéle website van
Maastricht University. —
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MASTER

Global Health

Introduction

This master's programme offers a diverse range of options for students interested in global health.
The course offers the opportunity to build a strong theoretical foundation and acquire the practical
skills needed to address complex health challenges and inequities. Courses will touch upon
biological, social, and political factors that influence health and disease patterns, with a specific
focus on the interplay between global and local dynamics. The programme also presents options
to critically examine the global health governance landscape, allowing you to question existing
policies and develop innovative strategies for improving health outcomes.

Curriculum

The 1-year full-time programme is divided into three terms, offering a blend of foundational
coursework, collaborative projects, and independent research. The Fall Term focuses on core
units, including Governing Health in a Global Context and New Biology/New Society. In parallel,
you'll begin the Foundations of Global Health track, where you'll collaborate virtually with students
from partner universities to apply your knowledge to real-world assignments. A second track will
cover advanced methodology and research in international settings. During the Winter Term, you —
have the option to pursue an elective at Maastricht University or at one of six partner universities.
This term concludes with a two-week Learning Symposium. The Summer Term is dedicated

to the Master's thesis, where students will conduct data collection and analysis, or opt for a
comprehensive literature review, to complete the final project.

Admission

Admission to this master's programme requires a bachelor's degree in a field relevant to Global

Health. This includes university degrees in subjects like Psychology, Anthropology, Biomedical

Sciences, or Medicine, and university of applied sciences degrees in fields such as Nursing,

Dietetics, or Physiotherapy. Additionally, you need a sufficient command in English to participate in

the courses and exams —

Career prospects

Alumni pursue international careers in a wide variety of sectors. Many work for global
organisations such as the WHO, UNICEF or the World Bank, contributing to health policy,
programme management, and advocacy. Others are employed by ministries, NGOs, or non-profit
organisations, often in roles as project managers, advisors, or policymakers. Some graduates
enter the private sector, for example in pharmaceuticals, consultancy, or social enterprises, while
others continue their academic path through research or a PhD. Across these settings, graduates
use their expertise to address complex global health challenges and to improve health equity
worldwide.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER
Health and Digital Transformation

Introduction

This master's programme offers a diverse range of specialisations for students interested in

health and digital transformation. The course offers the opportunity to build a strong theoretical
and practical foundation in bridging healthcare, data science, and technology. You'll gain expertise
in leading organisational change and facilitating the digital transformation of healthcare. The
programme also presents options to learn how to collaborate with various stakeholders, understand
the needs of end-users, and ethically handle data to ensure new technologies are effectively
implemented.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme is divided into three terms, blending foundational coursework,

collaborative projects, and a final thesis. The curriculum begins with core courses like Data

and Technology in Healthcare and The Multimodality of a Digital Society. You'll also apply your

knowledge in an interdisciplinary Project. The programme also offers specialised courses, such as

Technical Evaluations of Al Algorithms and Digital Strategies for Disrupting Healthcare Systems.

The programme concludes with a placement and thesis, allowing you to gain practical experience —
and conduct independent research.

Admission

Admission to this master's programme requires a bachelor's degree in a field relevant to Health and
Digital Transformation. This includes university degrees in subjects like Psychology, Biomedical
Sciences, Data Sciences, or Business Administration, and university of applied sciences degrees

in fields such as Nursing, Biotechnology, or Physiotherapy. Additionally, you'll need to demonstrate
sufficient command of English to participate in the courses and exams.

Career prospects

Our alumni work across both the public and private sectors in a variety of roles. Many become —
consultants, project managers, or policy advisors, guiding organisations through digital

transformation. Graduates are employed in healthcare organisations to manage the adoption of

digital technologies, in consultancy firms to advise on innovation, and in businesses or health

insurers to lead the development of new digital products. Others work for government, supporting

digital strategy, or for academic institutions and health-tech companies, conducting research on

innovative technologies. In addition, some alumni choose the entrepreneurial route, founding their

own health-tech start-ups.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER

Health and Social Psychology

Introduction

This one-year full time programme explores how personality, cognition, and social environments
shape both healthy and unhealthy human behaviour. You'll delve into the psychological
mechanisms behind habits, self-control, persuasion, and behaviour change, examining issues
like eating disorders, alcohol misuse, and sexual-health practices. This programme combines
insights from clinical, social, and health psychology to provide you with the knowledge and skills
to analyse behavioural determinants and design interventions that promote well-being across
diverse contexts.

Curriculum

The programme is built around four core courses: Bad Habits, Manipulation, Self-Regulation, and

Planning Behaviour-Change Programmes, which deepen your understanding of behaviour from

both theoretical and applied perspectives. You'll engage in areas such as research ethics, proposal

writing, and data analysis, honing the professional skills essential for scientific practice. In the

second semester, you conduct a research internship on topics like impulse control, persuasion

strategies, or intervention design, culminating in your master’s thesis. This part of the programme —
extends into field or lab-based research, within Maastricht or abroad.

Admission

Applicants with a Dutch Bachelor’s degree in psychology qualify directly whereas other relevant
university bachelor's programmes will be assessed by the Board of Admissions, referencing the
NUFFIC diploma recognition. In that case you need to provide 27 ETCS in statistics and research
methods on a research university level, 10 ETCS in academic writing on a research university level
and 24 ETCS in theoretical courses and skills training covering general knowledge of psychology.
As English is the language of instruction it is essential your skills are proficient to undertake the
curriculum.

Career prospects

Career opportunities for graduates of Health and Social Psychology are broad and versatile.
Alumni may pursue roles as researchers in academic or applied health settings, or contribute to
fields such as communication planning, health promotion, and policymaking. The programme’s
strong focus on understanding human behaviour and the factors that drive change ensures that
skills are highly transferable. This allows graduates to apply their expertise across diverse sectors
and occupations, ranging from public health and policy to human resources and organisational
development.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER
Healthcare Policy, Innovation and Management

Introduction

The Master’s programme in Healthcare Policy, Innovation and Management at Maastricht
University focuses on the development, organisation, and improvement of healthcare systems.
The programme combines insights from health sciences, policy, management, and social sciences
to analyse how healthcare is delivered and how it can be made more effective, accessible, and
sustainable. Students develop an understanding of healthcare systems, innovation processes, and
the role of policy and management in addressing contemporary healthcare challenges.

Curriculum

The programme consists of a mix of theoretical courses, skills training, and a master’s thesis.

Throughout the programme, students explore topics such as healthcare systems, policy-making,

innovation, and management in healthcare organisations. The curriculum is designed to develop

analytical, research, and problem-solving skills, enabling students to critically evaluate healthcare

policies and organisational practices. In the final stage of the programme, students complete a

master's thesis in which they conduct an independent research project related to healthcare policy,

innovation, or management. —

Admission

To be eligible for admission, applicants must hold a relevant bachelor’'s degree from a recognised
university. Suitable backgrounds include health sciences, medicine, social sciences, business
administration, economics, or related fields. Applicants are expected to demonstrate sufficient
academic skills, including knowledge of research methods and, where applicable, statistics.
Candidates with a professional bachelor’'s degree may need to provide additional evidence of
academic ability, for example through a checklist or GRE General Test results. All applications are
assessed by the Board of Admissions.

Career prospects —
Graduates of this master's programme can pursue careers in a wide range of sectors within

healthcare and public policy. Possible roles include policy advisor, healthcare consultant, project

manager, or researcher in healthcare organisations, governmental institutions, or international

organisations. Graduates may also work in hospitals, consultancy firms, or non-governmental

organisations, contributing to the improvement of healthcare systems, policy development, and

innovation in healthcare delivery. The programme also provides a solid foundation for those

interested in pursuing a PhD or a research-oriented career.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 62


https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/education/master/programmes/healthcare-policy-innovation-and-management/admission-requirements

Maastricht University > TABLE OF CONTENT

O NIP membership dependent of chosen courses/thesis combined with bachelor in Psychology

MASTER
Health Promotion

Introduction

During this one-year full time programme the growing complexity of global health challenges is
addressed. From inequality and poverty to climate impacts, by focusing on behaviour and context.
You'll learn to understand what drives (un)healthy behaviours and how environments influence
them. Using a socio-ecological perspective, the programme teaches you to design, implement, and
evaluate health interventions and policies with tools. You gain both theoretical insight and practical
experience in shaping healthier communities and systems to influence well-being at individual,
organisational, and societal level.

Curriculum

The programme is organised into thematic periods that gradually build students’ knowledge

and skills. It begins with analysing complex public health problems, focusing on behavioural

and environmental determinants of health. Students then learn how to design, adapt, and

evaluate evidence-based health promotion interventions. In addition, there is a strong focus on

implementation science, teaching students how to apply and scale interventions effectively in real-

world settings. The programme concludes with a research project. —

Admission

To be eligible for the Health Promotion master’s programme, you need a relevant Bachelor’s
degree such as Psychology, Health sciences, Medicine, Communication sciences, Sociology, or a
comparable field. The Board of Admission will evaluate your previous education, academic skills
and English skills to decide if you are admissible.

Career prospects

Once you complete the Health Promotion master’s, you emerge as an expert in promoting health

and well-being. Many Graduates find positions at health institutes, where they work on prevention

campaigns, intervention development, and the evaluation of health education strategies. Others —
lend their expertise to consultancy firms, advising national and international organisations on

health interventions and education strategies. Some alumni pursue careers in government,

contributing to initiatives ranging from disease prevention to campaigns aimed at promoting

healthy diets and exercise. The programme also lays a solid scientific foundation, keeping the

door open to academic paths, such as PhD study or roles in research and teaching.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER
Human Decision Science

Introduction

This master's programme in Human Decision Science is a genuinely interdisciplinary programme
that combines economics and psychology to help you understand how people make decisions.
You'll learn to analyse and improve decision-making processes in your chosen field. The
programme offers opportunities to gain professional and international experience. You can study
abroad, pursue a dual degree, or gain professional experience through an internship. Additionally,
the programme helps you prepare for your career through networking events with employers and
alumni.

Curriculum

This interdisciplinary, one-year, full-time programme is divided into four terms, blending

foundational coursework, a specialisation, and a final thesis. The programme begins with

mandatory courses at both the School of Business and Economics and the Faculty of Psychology

and Neuroscience. In the first term, you'll build a strong foundation. In the second term, you'll have

the opportunity to choose a specialisation from various application areas of Human Decision

Science. The programme concludes with a workshop about integration of knowlegde and a thesis —
that is co-supervised by a staff member from each faculty. This unique approach ensures you

benefit from both economic and psychological perspectives as you complete your final project.

Admission

When you apply to this program, the Board of Admission will assess the quality of your application

based on several factors. These include your GMAT score, Grade Point Average (GPA), and your

scores on any required IELTS/TOEFL exams. The board also evaluates the relevance of your

bachelor's degree, your proficiency in mathematics and statistics, and your motivation to join the

program. Additionally, they consider any relevant work experience, international experience, and

extracurricular activities. The specific documents required for your bachelor's degree can vary, so

be sure to check the master's website for detailed information. —

Career prospects

The Human Decision Science master's programme prepares you for a career in senior and
executive positions where human decisions are crucial. The interdisciplinary skills you'll gain
will equip you to work in strategic roles and resolve conflicts within diverse teams. Graduates
can pursue careers in a variety of sectors, including government institutions, NGOs, human
resources, healthcare and health insurance companies, marketing, consulting, and academic
research. According to a 2024 alumni survey, 78% of graduates from the School of Business and
Economics would choose the same programme again, indicating high satisfaction with their
career preparation.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER
Learning and Development in Organisations

Introduction

This 1-year full time master's programme in Learning and Development in Organisations

is designed for students who want to become experts in human capital. The course offers

the opportunity to acquire theoretical knowledge and practical skills for effectively using

and developing knowledge and skills at the individual, group, and organisational levels. The
programme is multidisciplinary, incorporating different perspectives to help you analyse

labour markets, skills shortages, and organisational change. Additionally, it provides various
opportunities to gain professional and international experience through study abroad programs
or internships. The programme also offers valuable career preparation through networking events
and personalised guidance.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, competence training and ends with an

internship or master’s thesis. The first semester focuses on core courses revolving around, work

and organisation development, and writing a thesis proposal. The second semester will focus

more human resources and work environment, ending with a master’s thesis or internship thesis. —
Throughout the year, students will also receive competence-based coaching.

Admission

When you apply to this program, the Board of Admission will assess the quality of your application

based on several factors. These include your GMAT score, Grade Point Average (GPA), and your

scores on any required IELTS/TOEFL exams. The board also evaluates the relevance of your

bachelor's degree, your proficiency in mathematics and statistics, and your motivation to join the

program. Additionally, they consider any relevant work experience, international experience, and

extracurricular activities. The specific documents required for your bachelor's degree can vary,

so be sure to check the master's website for detailed information. The Board of Admission also

looks for strong English language skills, a basic proficiency in research skills, and a high level of —
motivation and full-time dedication to the program.

Career prospects

The Learning and Development in Organisations master's programme prepares you for a career
in senior-level roles where human capital is crucial. The analytical and practical skills you'll gain
will equip you to develop and implement strategies within organisations, as well as contribute
to policy discussions. Graduates can pursue careers in a variety of sectors, including human
resources departments of large organisations, consultancy, and training. Alumni have secured
positions such as Learning & Development Consultant at GALLUP, HR Officer at Deloitte, and
Project Manager at Nuon Vattenfall, among others.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER

Legal Psychology

Introduction

This one-year full time programme bridges cognitive psychology with real-world legal challenges.
You'll explore compelling questions like how reliable eyewitness accounts are or if severe brain
disorders make them a lasting threat to society. With its research orientation, the programme trains
you to pose questions of legal relevance as well as designing and conducting studies to answer
them. You'll tackle areas such as lie detection, interrogation techniques, expert evidence, neuro-
psychological assessments, and policy development, all while learning to translate psychological
insights into applied justice settings explores how the brain enables human cognition and behaviour.

Curriculum

In the first semester, students engage with five core modules: the psychology of eyewitnesses

and In the first semester, students engage in electives, a mentorhip modula and five core

modules: Intergogation & Interviewing, Psychology of Eyewitness Testimony, Practical Training:

Legal Psychology in Action, Thinking like an Expert, Public Policy in Legal Psychology and

Neuropsychology in the Courtroom. Each offer both academic rigour and direct exposure to the

legal process through real-world cases, Dutch courtroom examples (like the TBS system), and visits —
to forensic and judicial settings. In the second semester, students focus on a research internship,

where the basis of your master’s thesis can be formed. Semester two focusses on the internship

and thesis.

Admission

Applicants with a Dutch Bachelor’s degree in psychology qualify directly whereas other relevant

university bachelor's programmes will be assessed by the Board of Admissions, referencing the

NUFFIC diploma recognition. In that case you need to provide 27 ETCS in statistics and research

methods on a research university level, 10 ETCS in academic writing on a research university level

and 24 ETCS in theoretical courses and skills training covering general knowledge of psychology.

As English is the language of instruction it is essential your skills are proficient to undertake the —
curriculum.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Legal Psychology specialisation have a wide range of career opportunities.

Many find roles within police investigation units, juvenile offender institutions, and child protection

services, as well as high-security forensic facilities, translating psychological insight directly

into justice practice. Others pursue research careers, whether in academic environments or

applied forensic research. Beyond the courts, alumni have become KYC analysts in banking, PhD

researchers, forensic neuropsychologists, or practicing legal psychologists in psychiatric settings.

There are also success stories in consulting and strategic roles, where understanding of biases and

human decision-making informs project and innovation leadership. —

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER

Mental Health - Adult Psychopathology

Introductie

De masteropleiding Mental Health aan Maastricht University biedt theoretische kennis en
praktische vaardigheden voor het beoordelen en effectief behandelen van psychische stoornissen.
De opleiding richt zich op het ontwikkelen van essentiéle vaardigheden op het gebied van
diagnostiek, interventies en onderzoek. Het programma is multidisciplinair en combineert
theoretische kennis met praktische vaardigheden voor een goed afgeronde benadering van
mentale gezondheidsproblematiek. Je kan kiezen uit twee specialisaties: Adult Psychopathology
en Child en Adolescent Psychopathology.

Curriculum

De éénjarige voltijdse opleiding of tweejarige deeltijdse opleiding combineert kernonderwijs

met een verplichte klinische stage. Hoewel het cursusmateriaal zowel in het Nederlands als

in het Engels wordt aangeboden, vinden de hoorcolleges en klinische trainingen uitsluitend in

het Nederlands plaats. Studenten moeten daarom aantoonbaar voldoende beheersing van de

Nederlandse taal hebben. De kernmodule loopt van periode 1 tot en met 4, de klinische stages

en voorbereidingen op de scriptie vinden plaats gedurende het hele academisch jaar, met een —
focus op het onderzoeksvoorstel in periode 3. Onderwijs aan de Universiteit Maastricht volgt het

PGO-model (Probleemgestuurd Onderwijs), waarbij studenten samenwerken in kleine groepen,

discussiéren, oplossingen formuleren en bevindingen delen.

Toelating

Je moet beschikken over een UM-bachelor in Gezondheidswetenschappen met specialisatie in

de Geestelijke Gezondheidszorg (GGZ), of over een Nederlandse bachelor in Psychologie, gevolgd

door een UM-master in Psychologie aan de Faculty of Psychology and Neuroscience (UM-FPN)

met een van de volgende specialisaties: Gezondheids- en Sociale Psychologie, Forensische

Psychologie, Ontwikkelingspsychologie of Neuropsychologie. Daarnaast is een voldoende

beheersing van het Engels vereist om deel te nemen aan de cursussen en tentamens. —

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden van deze masteropleiding zijn voorbereid op diverse functies zoals klinisch
psycholoog, specialist in gedragsgezondheid, forensisch psycholoog, verslavingsconsulent of
onderzoeker. Alumni vinden werk in uiteenlopende settings, waaronder ziekenhuizen, particuliere
praktijken, revalidatiecentra en overheidsinstanties, of stromen door naar promotieonderzoek in
klinische psychologie of psychiatrische epidemiologie.

Voor uitgebreide informatie over het programma, verwijzen we naar de officiéle website van
Maastricht University.
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MASTER

Mental Health -
Child and Adolescence Psychopathology

Introductie

De masteropleiding Mental Health aan Maastricht University biedt theoretische kennis en
praktische vaardigheden voor het beoordelen en effectief behandelen van psychische stoornissen
(bij volwassenen of kinderen en adolescenten). De opleiding richt zich op het ontwikkelen

van essentiéle vaardigheden op het gebied van diagnostiek, interventies en onderzoek. Het
programma is multidisciplinair en combineert theoretische kennis met praktische vaardigheden
voor een goed afgeronde benadering van mentale gezondheidsproblematiek. Je kan kiezen uit
twee specialisaties: Adult Psychopathology en Child en Adolescent Psychopathology.

Curriculum

De éénjarige voltijdse of tweejarige deeltijdse opleiding combineert kernonderwijs met een

verplichte klinische stage. Hoewel het cursusmateriaal zowel in het Nederlands als in het Engels

wordt aangeboden, vinden de hoorcolleges en klinische trainingen uitsluitend in het Nederlands

plaats. Studenten moeten daarom aantoonbaar voldoende beheersing van de Nederlandse taal —
hebben. De kernmodule loopt van periode 1 tot en met 4, de klinische stages en voorbereidingen

op de scriptie vinden plaats gedurende het hele academisch jaar, met een focus op het

onderzoeksvoorstel in periode 3. Onderwijs aan de Universiteit Maastricht volgt het PGO-model

(Probleemgestuurd Onderwijs), waarbij studenten samenwerken in kleine groepen, discussiéren,

oplossingen formuleren en bevindingen delen.

Toelating

Je moet beschikken over een UM-bachelor in Gezondheidswetenschappen met specialisatie in

de Geestelijke Gezondheidszorg (GGZ), of over een Nederlandse bachelor in Psychologie, gevolgd

door een UM-master in Psychologie aan de Faculty of Psychology and Neuroscience (UM-FPN)

met een van de volgende specialisaties: Gezondheids- en Sociale Psychologie, Forensische —
Psychologie, Ontwikkelingspsychologie of Neuropsychologie. Daarnaast is een voldoende

beheersing van het Engels vereist om deel te nemen aan de cursussen en tentamens.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden van deze masteropleiding zijn voorbereid op diverse functies zoals therapeut
voor kinderen en adolescenten, schoolpsycholoog, klinisch onderzoeker, gezinsconsulent of
programmaleider in de geestelijke gezondheidszorg. Alumni vinden werk in uiteenlopende
settings, waaronder geestelijke gezondheidsklinieken in de wijk, ziekenhuizen, particuliere
praktijken en onderwijssystemen, of stromen door naar promotieonderzoek in de klinische
psychologie of ontwikkelingspsychopathologie.

Voor uitgebreide informatie over het programma, verwijzen we naar de officiéle website van
Maastricht University.
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MASTER

Neuropsychology

Introduction

In this one-year full time programme you to explore how behaviour relates to brain structure

and function. You'll delve into congenital, acquired, and degenerative brain dysfunctions, study
neuropsychiatric disorders such as attention deficits, schizophrenia, and dementia, and examine
how neuropharmacological mechanisms, food, and medication influence cognition and emotion.
By balancing in-depth theoretical learning with advanced diagnostic and methodological training,
the programme prepares you for both clinical and scientific careers in a challenging and impactful
field.

Curriculum

The programme has four compulsory courses that cover the basic neurobiological and cognitive

affective mechanisms underlying the behaviour of healthy subjects and patients with neurological

or psychiatric diseases: Brain Functioning, Neurobehavioural functioning, Optimising brain and

behaviour and methods of assessment. Furthermore, you will engage in practical training teaching

you neuropsychological diagnostic skills and psychological research methods. During the second

semester, you'll complete an internship and write your master's thesis. —

Admission

Applicants with a Dutch Bachelor’s degree in psychology qualify directly whereas other relevant
university bachelor's programmes will be assessed by the Board of Admissions, referencing the
NUFFIC diploma recognition. In that case, you need to provide 27 ETCS in statistics and research
methods on a research university level, 10 ETCS in academic writing on a research university level
and 24 ETCS in theoretical courses and skills training covering general knowledge of psychology.
As English is the language of instruction it is essential your skills are proficient to undertake the
curriculum.

Career prospects —
Graduating from the Neuropsychology specialisation equips you to become a versatile and

skilled researcher, ready to embark on diverse career paths. You will be well-prepared for roles

at universities and research institutes, where you can engage in research. Clinical settings such

as hospitals and rehabilitation centres offer opportunities to apply your expertise in real-world

contexts. Additionally, positions in the pharmaceutical industry allow you to contribute to the

development of treatments and interventions.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER
Sustainability Science, Policy and Society

Introduction

This one-year, full-time programme is designed to prepare you for a career in sustainability,
blending foundational coursework, a specialization, and a final thesis. The program's unique
interdisciplinary approach allows you to explore sustainability from various angles, including
business, innovation, and governance. You'll have the opportunity to specialize in either Policy

for Sustainability or Business for Sustainability. Additionally, the programme offers a range of
opportunities to gain international and professional experience. You can choose to study abroad,
pursue a dual degree, or participate in a Thesis-Internship Programme to work with a company on
a relevant project.

Curriculum

This programme is built on four key elements: a scientific base in sustainable development and
policymaking; courses on designing, conducting, and evaluating sustainability assessments; a
specialisation in either Policy for Sustainability or Business for Sustainability; and a final master's
thesis focused on a real-world sustainability issue.

Admission

You qualify for admission with a Dutch university degree with a written thesis of at least 8 ECTS
When you apply to this program, the Board of Admission will assess the quality of your application
based on several factors. The board also evaluates the relevance of your bachelor's degree and
your proficiency in mathematics and statistics. Additionally, they consider your motivation, relevant
work experience, and extracurricular activities. The specific documents required can vary, so

be sure to check the master's website. The board also looks for strong English language skills,
research skills, and a high level of motivation for full-time dedication to the programme.

Career prospects

The Sustainability Science, Policy and Society master's programme prepares you to become a —
well-qualified, interdisciplinary professional capable of addressing sustainability challenges.

Graduates are in high demand across various sectors and can pursue diverse and challenging

careers. You'll be equipped to find positions in governmental, non-governmental, and commercial

organizations. Potential career paths include policymaker, sustainability coordinator, analyst,

consultant, and scientist. The programme also provides a strong foundation for those interested

in a scientific career, offering good preparation for a PhD programme in Sustainability Science.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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MASTER

Work and Organisational Psychology

Introduction

This one-year full time programme lets you explore the psychological dynamics of work
environments and organisational life. It invites you to question what causes stress at work, how
job roles can be optimally designed, what truly motivates employees, and how team composition
and culture influence effectiveness. You'll also examine leadership styles, HR practices like
recruitment and training, and how emerging trends, such as artificial intelligence and remote work,
are reshaping the future of work. Combining theoretical insight with real-world practicality, this
specialisation prepares you for impactful roles where psychological knowledge can improve both
individual well-being and organisational performance.

Curriculum

In the first semester, you are introduced to the field of work and organisational psychology
through a series of courses and skills labs, with a particular focus on cognitive aspects. The Work
Psychology course explores both individual and organisational outcomes of work behaviour, with
emphasis on job design as well as health and safety issues. In Human Resources, you examine
challenges related to employee recruitment, selection, and career development. The Organisation —
and Cognition course covers topics such as strategy, leadership, innovation, team cognition,
negotiation, change management, and cultural diversity. In Human Performance, the central
question is how people process information while performing tasks. During the second semester,
you will further develop your professional skills, undertake a research project, and complete your
master’s thesis. The programme comprises a total of 60 ECTS credits.

Admission

Applicants with a Dutch Bachelor’s degree in psychology qualify directly whereas other university

bachelor's programmes will be assessed by the Board of Admissions, referencing the NUFFIC

diploma recognition. In that case you need to provide 27 ETCS in statistics and research methods

on a research university level, 10 ETCS in academic writing on a research university level and 24 —
ETCS in theoretical courses and skills training covering general knowledge of psychology. As

English is the language of instruction it is essential your skills are proficient to undertake the

curriculum.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Work and Organisational Psychology specialisation are well-equipped to become

organisational psychologists, using their expertise to design better workplaces and improve practices

in recruitment, leadership, and change management. Many also pursue academic and research

careers, studying the psychology of work and organisations. Those who move into professional

roles may find themselves working in human resources, organisational development, or consul-

ting, applying their knowledge to create healthier, more effective workplace environments. —

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Cognitive and Clinical Neuroscience -
Clinical Psychology

Introduction

The Clinical Psychology specialisation provides a strong research foundation for future work
in mental health, focusing on areas like experimental psychopathology, clinical psychology,
and psychiatry. The curriculum consists of interactive seminars on the genetic, environmental,
and neurobiological processes of mental disorders. Students receive extensive training in
research methods and can choose an optional clinical internship. The programme's faculty is a
multidisciplinary team, and students have access to state-of-the-art laboratory facilities and a
strong international network for internships.

Curriculum

The programme starts with modules in the first year and early second year that combine theory
and hands-on research training. You follow specialised courses on key theories and processes
underlying human behaviour, along with advanced statistics and practical skills such as data
analysis and scientific writing. The second part, covering most of the second year, focuses on an —
internship where you collect data for your master’s thesis. In some specialisations, you can also
complete an additional clinical internship with a smaller research project. The full programme
equals 120 ECTS. You can personalise parts of the curriculum through electives, such as courses
from other specialisations, a review paper, or assisting in research. The programme also includes
interdisciplinary lectures and a research proposal workshop to prepare you for your internship and
thesis.

Admission

No specific undergraduate programme is required. The Board of Admissions evaluates whether you

qualify for admission holistically based on a broad range of criteria. An application that showcases

appropriate experience such as co-authoring a research paper, working in labs, statistics and —
programming or experimental work, paired with a great motivation letter is very much eligible for

the Master’s. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree that is equivalent to a Dutch university

Bachelor’s degree. For cases of non Dutch Bachelor's degrees, the Board of Administration

references the NUFFIC diploma recognition.

Career prospects

This master's programme is primarily designed to prepare you for a scientific career, with most
graduates pursuing a PhD as their next step. On average, over 90% of our graduates secure their
desired job or training position within six months of graduation. While the majority embark on PhD
projects at top universities, others pursue clinical training or find employment in the private sector.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Cognitive and Clinical Neuroscience -
Cognitive Neuroscience

Introduction

The Cognitive Neuroscience Master's specialisation offers a unique combination of in-depth
knowledge of human brain function and extensive training in advanced, non-invasive brain
imaging techniques like fMRI, EEG/MEG, and TMS. The curriculum covers key topics such

as perception, attention, and memory, and it provides practical training in all stages of the
experimental process, from design to data analysis. Students work with a multidisciplinary faculty
and have access to state-of-the-art research facilities, including high-field imaging systems,
offering numerous internship opportunities in both fundamental and clinical research.

Curriculum

The 2-year full-time programme combines core subjects, internships at leading institutions

and finishes with a thesis. In year 1, students will take courses revolving around neuroscience,

statistics, psychology, biology as well as practical training and workshops. Moving to year 2,

courses will focus on research grant writing, more advanced core subjects. Research internships —
and proposals will be stretched throughout the year, and finalized with a master’s thesis.

Admission

No specific undergraduate programme is required. The Board of Admissions evaluates whether you
qualify for admission holistically based on a broad range of criteria. An application that showcases
appropriate experience such as co-authoring a research paper, working in labs, statistics and
programming or experimental work, paired with a great motivation letter is very much eligible for
the Master’s. Applicants need to have a Bachelor's degree that is equivalent to a Dutch university
Bachelor’s degree. For cases of non Dutch Bachelor's degrees, the Board of Administration
references the NUFFIC diploma recognition.

Career prospects

This master's programme is primarily designed to prepare you for a scientific career, with most
graduates pursuing a PhD as their next step. On average, over 90% of our graduates secure their
desired job or training position within six months of graduation. While the majority embark on PhD
projects at top universities, others pursue clinical training or find employment in the private sector.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Cognitive and Clinical Neuroscience -
Drug Development and Neurohealth

Introduction

The Drug Development and Neurohealth specialisation provides a theoretical and practical
background in pharmaceutical drug research, biomarkers, and personalized healthcare.

The programme covers the entire drug development pipeline, from initial design to market
application. Students gain a thorough understanding of pre-clinical research, clinical trials, and
regulatory processes. The curriculum includes molecular, biological, and behavioural techniques.
Students will also gain hands-on experience through a required research internship, which

can be conducted locally or at international universities and companies. The programme's
multidisciplinary faculty and strong research infrastructure offer excellent opportunities for
internships in both academia and industry.

Curriculum

The 2-year full-time programme combines core subjects, internships at leading institutions

and finishes with a thesis. In year 1, students will take courses revolving around neuroscience,
statistics, psychology, biology as well as practical training and workshops. Moving to year 2,
courses will focus on research grant writing, more advanced core subjects. Research internships
and proposals will be stretched throughout the year, and finalized with a master’s thesis.

Admission

No specific undergraduate programme is required. The Board of Admissions evaluates whether you

qualify for admission holistically based on a broad range of criteria. An application that showcases
appropriate experience such as co-authoring a research paper, working in labs, statistics and
programming or experimental work, paired with a great motivation letter is very much eligible for
the Master’s. Applicants need to have a Bachelor’s degree that is equivalent to a Dutch university
Bachelor’s degree. For cases of non Dutch Bachelor's degrees, the Board of Administration
references the NUFFIC diploma recognition.

Career prospects

This master's programme is primarily designed to prepare you for a scientific career, with most
graduates pursuing a PhD as their next step. On average, over 90% of our graduates secure their
desired job or training position within six months of graduation. While the majority embark on PhD
projects at top universities, others pursue clinical training or find employment in the private sector.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Cognitive and Clinical Neuroscience -
Fundamental Neuroscience

Introduction

The Fundamental Neuroscience specialisation provides a theoretical and practical background

in research at the intersection of psychology and biology. The programme takes brain cells as

a starting point to explore how the brain functions, using knowledge from various disciplines

like molecular biology and behavioural testing. You will gain an in-depth understanding of the
mechanisms underlying psychological, psychiatric, and neurological disorders. Core courses

and workshops provide the necessary laboratory skills for conducting preclinical research. The
programme's multidisciplinary faculty, composed of biological psychologists, molecular biologists,
and others, offers extensive international networks for internships at top universities and
institutes worldwide. Students have access to state-of-the-art research facilities, including labs for
electrophysiology and behavioural studies.

Curriculum

The 2-year full-time programme combines core subjects, internships at leading institutions —
and finishes with a thesis. In year 1, students will take courses revolving around neuroscience,

statistics, psychology, biology as well as practical training and workshops. Moving to year 2,

courses will focus on research grant writing, more advanced core subjects. Research internships

and proposals will be stretched throughout the year and finalized with a master’s thesis.

Admission

No specific undergraduate programme is required. The Board of Admissions evaluates whether you

qualify for admission holistically based on a broad range of criteria. An application that showcases

appropriate experience such as co-authoring a research paper, working in labs, statistics and

programming or experimental work, paired with a great motivation letter is very much eligible for

the Master’s. Applicants need to have a Bachelor's degree that is equivalent to a Dutch university —
Bachelor’s degree. For cases of non Dutch Bachelor's degrees, the Board of Administration

references the NUFFIC diploma recognition.

Career prospects

This master's programme is primarily designed to prepare you for a scientific career, with most
graduates pursuing a PhD as their next step. On average, over 90% of our graduates secure their
desired job or training position within six months of graduation. While the majority embark on PhD
projects at top universities, others pursue clinical training or find employment in the private sector.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Cognitive and Clinical Neuroscience -
Neuropsychology

Introduction

The Neuropsychology specialisation offers an integrated curriculum that covers both basic and
applied neuroscience. Under the guidance of a multidisciplinary team, you will learn to use state-
of-the-art clinical and neuroimaging techniques such as EEG and fMRI. The programme focuses
on understanding the relationship between brain structure and function, and its influence on both
normal and dysfunctional behaviours. You will conduct your own research project for a required
master's thesis and have the option to complete a clinical internship. The programme’s strong
research infrastructure and international network provide ample opportunities for internships
worldwide.

Curriculum

The 2-year full-time programme combines core subjects, internships at leading institutions

and finishes with a thesis. In year 1, students will take courses revolving around neuroscience,

statistics, psychology, biology as well as practical training and workshops. Moving to year 2, —
courses will focus on research grant writing, more advanced core subjects. Research internships

and proposals will be stretched throughout the year, and finalised with a master’s thesis.

Admission

No specific undergraduate programme is required. The Board of Admissions evaluates whether you

qualify for admission holistically based on a broad range of criteria. An application that showcases

appropriate experience such as co-authoring a research paper, working in labs, statistics and

programming or experimental work, paired with a great motivation letter is very much eligible for

the Master’s. Applicants need to have a Bachelor's degree that is equivalent to a Dutch university

Bachelor’s degree. For cases of non Dutch Bachelor's degrees, the Board of Administration

references the NUFFIC diploma recognition. —

Career prospects

This master's programme is primarily designed to prepare you for a scientific career, with most
graduates pursuing a PhD as their next step. On average, over 90% of our graduates secure their
desired job or training position within six months of graduation. While the majority embark on PhD
projects at top universities, others pursue clinical training or find employment in the private sector.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Forensic Psychology

Introduction

The Neuropsychology specialisation offers an integrated curriculum that covers both basic and
The Forensic Psychology Master's programme at Maastricht University is a two-year, full-time
English-taught degree rooted in the scientist-practitioner model. Students learn to understand the
psychology of both perpetrators and victims and develop specialised forensic psychological skills
such as forensic assessment, forensic therapy, and expert witness report writing. Furthermore,
you will tackle critical questions like the link between mental disorder and criminal behaviour,
re-offending risk, false confessions by vulnerable individuals, and the prevention of re-abuse in
victims.

Curriculum

The first year consists of core courses combined with skills labs that provide hands-on training

in forensic assessment, therapy, and expert witness skills. Topics include interrogation and
interviewing, eyewitness testimony, forensic neuropsychology, personality disorders, criminal law,
and assessments in child custody and abuse cases, as well as courses on distorted symptom
presentations, psychotic disorders, young offenders, and sex offenders. You also develop practical —
skills through assessment, therapy, and expert witness labs, and complete a research proposal

workshop alongside applied statistics training. The second year focuses on practical experience

through a clinical internship and a research internship, culminating in the master’s thesis. Note that

some core courses include mandatory practicals that must be passed to receive a final pass for the

course.

Admission

Applicants with a Dutch Bachelor’s degree in psychology or Mental Health Science typically

qualify directly whereas Graduates of relevant non-Dutch bachelor’s programmes must have

foundational training in Clinical interviewing skills, Psychological assessment, Psychopathology,

Research methodology and statistical analysis. Lastly you need a sufficient command in English —
to participate in the courses and exams.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Forensic Psychology master’s programme pursue careers across a wide range

of applied and academic settings. Many work as psychologists in clinical, forensic, or correctional

institutions, providing assessment, treatment, and rehabilitation for offenders or vulnerable

populations. Others enter roles in policy, research, and education, such as research assistants,

PhD candidates, or teaching fellows in legal and forensic psychology. Alumni have also gone

on to careers in child protection services, suicide prevention, psychopathy research, and prison

psychology. A number continue their academic careers by enrolling in doctoral programmes in

clinical, legal, or forensic psychology. —

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
International Joint Master of Research in Work
and Organizational Psychology

Introduction

The International Joint Master of Research in Work and Organizational Psychology is a two-year,
research-oriented Master’'s programme jointly offered by Maastricht University, Leuphana University
Liineburg, and Universitat de Valencia. This unique international collaboration prepares students to
become advanced work and organisational psychologists with strong theoretical, methodological,
and research skills. The programme emphasises contemporary challenges in the world of work
and equips students to design, conduct, and evaluate high-quality research and applied projects in
diverse organisational contexts.

Curriculum

The curriculum combines rigorous research training with exposure to work and organisational
psychology across three European countries. Students deepen their knowledge of foundational
and applied research methods, evidence-based interventions, team effectiveness, innovation, and
sustainable organisational practices. The programme culminates in advanced research projects
and prepares students for both academic and professional careers.

Admission

To be admitted, applicants must hold at least a university bachelor’'s degree in Psychology or an
equivalent degree with a strong emphasis on psychology subjects. The bachelor's programme
should include at least 70 ECTS in psychology subjects and 30 ECTS in research methods and
statistics. Applicants must complete the application process -including uploading required
documents- via the MyApplication portal before the deadline (typically 1 March for a September
start). During assessment, the Joint Board of Admissions evaluates academic background,
research potential, motivation, and English proficiency. Selected applicants may be invited to take
an online test and participate in an interview.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for research careers in universities and research institutions
worldwide. They can also pursue roles as policy advisors, management consultants, or specialists
in human resources and organisational behaviour within international and interdisciplinary settings.
The strong methodological focus and international training make this programme an excellent
foundation for doctoral studies or careers that require advanced research competencies.

For more information about the programme, visit the official Maastricht University page.
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Open Universiteit

De Open Universiteit (OU) is dé Nederlandse universiteit voor flexibel afstandsonderwijs op
academisch niveau. De OU is speciaal ingericht voor studenten die hun studie willen combineren
met werk, gezin of andere verantwoordelijkheden. Voor het bachelor onderwijs zijn er geen
vooropleidingseisen en het onderwijs is ingericht op studeren in deeltijd. Het onderwijs is volledig
online te volgen en wordt ondersteund door digitale leermiddelen, interactieve opdrachten, online
bijeenkomsten en persoonlijke begeleiding op afstand. Je studeert waar en wanneer het jou
uitkomt, in je eigen tempo, en met veel ruimte voor individuele planning en maatwerk.

De OU staat voor toegankelijk en hoogwaardig universitair onderwijs. Kwaliteit staat centraal:
de opleidingen zijn geaccrediteerd en inhoudelijk stevig verankerd in de wetenschap. Docenten
zijn betrokken onderzoekers en specialisten in hun vakgebied. Door het flexibele karakter van de
opleidingen is de OU uitermate geschikt voor studenten die zich willen verdiepen of verbreden
binnen hun vakgebied, of zich willen omscholen richting een nieuwe professionele richting.

Ook voor studenten met een bachelor in Psychologie zijn er bij de OU interessante
vervolgopleidingen te vinden. Verschillende Masters, zoals Onderwijswetenschappen,
Gezondheidswetenschappen en Management, sluiten aan bij psychologische vakgebieden
en bieden mogelijkheden tot verdere specialisatie en professionele groei. Afhankelijk van de
vooropleiding kan toelating direct of via een premastertraject verlopen.

De OU kent vrijwel geen vaste collegeroosters of verplichte aanwezigheid, maar wél duidelijke

cursusstructuren, deadlines en inhoudelijke begeleiding. Tentamens worden digitaal afgenomen of

vinden plaats in een studiecentrum naar keuze. Startmomenten zijn doorgaans twee keer per jaar:

in februari en september. De studiekosten worden per studiepunt berekend, wat de studie financieel

overzichtelijk en schaalbaar maakt. —

Contact en studieadvies

Voor vragen over studiekeuze, toelating of studieplanning kun je terecht bij de studieadviseurs van
de OU. Daarnaast zijn er verschillende studiecentra verspreid over Nederland en Vlaanderen waar
je terecht kunt voor advies, tentamens en begeleiding.

Kijk voor meer informatie over opleidingen, toelating en aanmelding op de website van de Open
Universiteit.
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MASTER
Managementwetenschappen

Introductie

De Master Management van de Open Universiteit richt zich op de ontwikkeling en toepassing

van moderne managementprincipes binnen complexe organisaties. Je verdiept je in strategisch
denken, leiderschap, verandermanagement, organisatieontwikkeling en evidence-based
besluitvorming. De opleiding combineert wetenschappelijk inzicht met praktijkrelevante
vaardigheden en stimuleert academische zelfstandigheid, zodat je als toekomstige leider effectief
kunt inspelen op veranderende omgevingen en multidisciplinaire vraagstukken.

Curriculum

De opleiding omvat 60 ECTS en is volledig in deeltijd te volgen. Dankzij de modulaire opbouw
kun je in eigen tempo studeren, wat de studie uitstekend combineerbaar maakt met werk of
andere verantwoordelijkheden. Je volgt academisch onderbouwde cursussen op het gebied

van strategisch management, organisatiepsychologie, data-analyse voor besluitvorming en
verandermanagement. Je sluit af met een afstudeeronderzoek (thesis), waarin je zelfstandig een
actueel managementvraagstuk onderzoekt en advies uitwerkt voor (bijvoorbeeld) organisaties of
beleidsinstellingen. —

Toelating

Toelating is mogelijk met een afgeronde universitaire bachelor in psychologie. Deze opleiding
vormt voldoende basis om direct in te stromen, mits de examencommissie van de OU geen
aanvullende premaster van bijvoorbeeld methodologische of kwantitatieve aard nodig acht.
Studiedeelname vindt plaats via de digitale leeromgeving en via studiecentra voor eventuele
begeleidingsbijeenkomsten of tentamens. Collegegeld wordt per studiepunt betaald en omvat
begeleiding, materiaal en tentamens.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden zijn klaar voor functies als managementconsultant, beleidsadviseur, —
organisatiedeskundige, projectmanager of verandermanager binnen profit- en non-

profitorganisaties. Daarnaast biedt de opleiding een solide basis voor academisch

vervolgonderzoek of een PhD-traject in bedrijfskunde of organisatiepsychologie.

Voor uitgebreide informatie verwijzen we naar de website.
0ok kun je bij een studiecentrum terecht voor persoonlijk advies of ondersteuning.
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MASTER
Onderwijswetenschappen

Introductie

In de Master Onderwijswetenschappen onderzoek je hoe leeromgevingen geanalyseerd,

ontworpen en geoptimaliseerd kunnen worden voor diverse contexten van formeel onderwijs tot
bedrijfsopleidingen en digitale leerplatformen. De opleiding combineert inzichten uit psychologie en
onderwijskunde met een onderzoeksgerichte benadering om én effectief én aantrekkelijk leren te
ontwerpen.

Curriculum

Deze opleiding van 60 ECTS wordt in deeltijd aangeboden en kent een modulaire structuur,
waardoor je flexibel kunt studeren. Je werkt aan opdrachten rondom leeranalyses, ontwerp van
leersituaties, implementatie van digitale leermaterialen en onderwijsevaluatie, geintegreerd binnen
de academische vaardigheden die horen bij onderzoek en ontwerp. Persoonlijke begeleiding en het
gebruik van de online leeromgeving vormen belangrijke pijlers.

Toelating

Een universitaire bachelor in psychologie wordt erkend als een verwante vooropleiding, waardoor
je doorgaans direct toelaatbaar bent tot deze master. Bij twijfel of onvoldoende aansluiting kan
een premaster vereist zijn, waarvoor je een studieadviesgesprek kunt aanvragen. Ook hier geldt
dat collegegeld per studiepunt wordt berekend, inclusief studiemateriaal en begeleiding.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden vinden rollen als onderwijskundige, instructieontwerper, beleidsadviseur,
e-learning specialist of onderzoeker bij onderwijsinstellingen, bedrijven of opleidingsorganisaties.
De master vormt ook een springplank naar PhD-trajecten in didactiek, onderwijstechnologie of
hogere onderwijsinnovatie.

Voor uitgebreide informatie verwijzen we naar de website.
0ok kun je bij een studiecentrum terecht voor persoonlijk advies of ondersteuning.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend
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MASTER
Psychologie:
variant Arbeids- en Organisatiepsychologie

Introductie

De Master Arbeids- en Organisatiepsychologie richt zich op het begrijpen en beinvloeden van
menselijk gedrag binnen arbeidsorganisaties. Thema'’s als werkstress, bevlogenheid, motivatie,
leiderschap, teamdynamiek en duurzame inzetbaarheid staan hierbij centraal. In een wereld
waarin technologische veranderingen, hybride werken en flexibilisering toenemen, speelt de
arbeidspsycholoog een belangrijke rol in het bevorderen van welzijn en effectiviteit binnen
organisaties. Je leert gedrag op de werkvloer analyseren en op basis van wetenschappelijke
inzichten interventies te ontwikkelen die bijdragen aan een gezonde en productieve
werkomgeving.

Curriculum

Deze masteropleiding heeft een omvang van 60 ECTS en wordt in deeltijd aangeboden. Het

onderwijs is vrijwel volledig online en flexibel, maar er zijn ook enkele contactmomenten voor stage-

en scriptiebegeleiding. Je bepaalt zelf het tempo, wat het mogelijk maakt om studie te combineren

met werk of gezin. De meeste studenten ronden het programma af in twee tot drie jaar. De studie —
bestaat uit theoretische modules over bijvoorbeeld werkmotivatie, organisatieontwikkeling

en psychologische interventies, aangevuld met praktische onderdelen zoals een stage en een

afstudeeronderzoek. Tijdens de opleiding ontwikkel je onderzoeksvaardigheden en leer je kritisch

denken, diagnostisch redeneren en evidence-based adviseren binnen arbeidsorganisaties.

Toelating

De opleiding is toegankelijk voor studenten met een universitaire bachelor in psychologie. Heb

je een andere vooropleiding, dan kan een premastertraject worden aangeboden op basis van

een individuele beoordeling. Het onderwijs is volledig online en flexibel, maar er zijn ook enkele

contactmomenten voor stagebegeleiding en scriptietraining. De Open Universiteit werkt met een

modulair inschrijfsysteem, waarbij je per cursus inschrijft. Het collegegeld wordt per studiepunt —
berekend en is inclusief begeleidingsmateriaal en tentamens.

Beroepsperspectief

Als afgestudeerde arbeids- en organisatiepsycholoog ben je breed inzetbaar. Je kunt aan de slag
als HR-adviseur, loopbaancoach, beleidsmedewerker, organisatieadviseur of arboprofessional.
Veel alumni vinden werk bij overheden, adviesbureaus, arbodiensten, non-profitorganisaties of in
het bedrijfsleven. Ook kun je je verder specialiseren via vervolgopleidingen zoals de postmaster
tot Registerpsycholoog NIP Arbeid & Organisatie of een PhD-traject. De opleiding biedt bovendien
een goede basis voor het behalen van de Basisaantekening Psychodiagnostiek (BAPD), mits je
aanvullende voorwaarden invult, zoals een diagnostiekstage.

Voor uitgebreide informatie verwijzen we naar de website.
0ok kun je bij een studiecentrum terecht voor persoonlijk advies of ondersteuning.
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MASTER
Psychologie: variant Gezondheidspsychologie

Introductie

De Master Gezondheidspsychologie richt zich op het samenspel tussen gedrag, gezondheid

en ziekte. Hoe psychologische processen zoals motivatie, gedragsverandering, waarneming en
emoties bijdragen aan gezondheid en hoe zij het herstel bij ziekte kunnen beinvloeden staat
centraal. Je leert hoe je psychologische interventies kunt ontwerpen en toepassen die gezondheid
bevorderen, preventie versterken of omgaan met chronische aandoeningen verbeteren. Daarbij is
er aandacht voor actuele thema's zoals leefstijlverandering, stress, e-health, gedragsbeinvloeding
en gezondheidsvoorlichting. Deze master past goed bij studenten die geinteresseerd zijn in het
verbeteren van fysieke én mentale gezondheid door middel van psychologische kennis.

Curriculum

Deze masteropleiding heeft een omvang van 60 ECTS en wordt in deeltijd aangeboden. Het

onderwijs is vrijwel volledig online en flexibel, maar er zijn ook enkele contactmomenten voor stage-

en scriptiebegeleiding. Je bepaalt zelf het tempo, wat het mogelijk maakt om studie te combineren

met werk of gezin. De meeste studenten ronden het programma af in twee tot drie jaar. De studie

bestaat uit theoretische modules over bijvoorbeeld werkmotivatie, organisatieontwikkeling —
en psychologische interventies, aangevuld met praktische onderdelen zoals een stage en een

afstudeeronderzoek. Tijdens de opleiding ontwikkel je onderzoeksvaardigheden en leer je kritisch

denken, diagnostisch redeneren en evidence-based adviseren binnen arbeidsorganisaties.

Toelating

De opleiding is toegankelijk voor studenten met een universitaire bachelor in psychologie.
Heb je een andere vooropleiding, dan kan een premastertraject worden aangeboden op basis
van en individuele beoordeling. De Open Universiteit werkt met een modulair inschrijfsysteem,
waarbij je per cursus inschrijft. Het collegegeld wordt per studiepunt berekend en is inclusief
begeleidingsmateriaal en tentamens.

Beroepsperspectief

Als afgestudeerde gezondheidspsycholoog kun je werken binnen de publieke gezondheidszorg,
ziekenhuizen, GGZ, beleid, revalidatiecentra of onderzoeksinstellingen. Denk aan functies als
leefstijlcoach, gedragsdeskundige, gezondheidsvoorlichter of beleidsadviseur. Ook kun je
bijdragen aan het ontwikkelen van campagnes of digitale interventies (zoals e-healthtools). De
opleiding biedt een goede basis voor verdere registratie als gezondheidszorgpsycholoog (gz-
psycholoog), mits je aanvullende eisen vervult zoals een klinische stage. Ook is het mogelijk om
door te stromen naar een promotietraject binnen de gedrags- of gezondheidswetenschappen.

Voor uitgebreide informatie verwijzen we naar de website.
0ok kun je bij een studiecentrum terecht voor persoonlijk advies of ondersteuning. —

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 83


https://www.ou.nl/-/mapgz-2025-2026_master-psychology-variant-gezondheidspsychologie
https://www.ou.nl/studiecentra

Open Universiteit 1 TABLE OF CONTENT

® NIP membership possible

MASTER
Psychologie: variant Klinische Psychologie

Introductie

De Master Klinische Psychologie biedt een wetenschappelijk kader voor het begrijpen, diagnosti-
ceren en behandelen van psychische stoornissen bij adolescenten en volwassenen. Centraal
staat het ontwikkelen van diepgaande kennis over psychopathologie, behandelmethoden,
diagnostiek, en het kritisch evalueren van wetenschappelijke literatuur. Je leert hoe psychische
problemen ontstaan en in stand worden gehouden, en hoe je met bewezen effectieve interventies
kunt bijdragen aan herstel. De opleiding sluit aan op actuele ontwikkelingen in de geestelijke
gezondheidszorg, zoals e-mental health, gepersonaliseerde zorg en positieve psychologie. Deze
variant is geschikt voor studenten met een sterke interesse in klinische problematiek en de
toepassing van psychologische kennis binnen therapeutische contexten.

Curriculum

De opleiding heeft een omvang van 60 ECTS en wordt volledig in deeltijd aangeboden. Studenten

kunnen hun studietempo zelf bepalen, wat de opleiding geschikt maakt voor combinatie met werk

of andere verplichtingen. De meeste studenten ronden de master af in twee tot drie jaar. Je volgt

inhoudelijke vakken over bijvoorbeeld cognitieve gedragstherapie, diagnostiek, comorbiditeit en —
ethiek in de klinische praktijk. Daarnaast voer je een stage uit en sluit je de opleiding af met een

scriptie.

Toelating

Toelating is mogelijk voor studenten met een universitaire bachelor in psychologie. Studenten met

een andere achtergrond kunnen een individueel traject volgen dat leidt tot toelating, eventueel

via een premaster. De opleiding is flexibel ingericht met online cursussen, digitale begeleiding

en een modulair systeem. Voor sommige onderdelen, zoals de stage of diagnostische practica,

geldt fysieke aanwezigheid. Studenten kunnen zelf een stageplaats zoeken die aansluit bij hun

ambities en interesses. Het collegegeld wordt per studiepunt berekend en is inclusief tentamens

en studiemateriaal. —

Beroepsperspectief

Na afronding van de Master Klinische Psychologie kun je aan de slag in diverse instellingen
binnen de geestelijke gezondheidszorg, zoals GGZ-instellingen, ziekenhuizen of verslavingszorg.
Mogelijke functies zijn behandelaar, diagnostisch medewerker of beleidsadviseur. De opleiding
biedt ook een voorbereiding op vervolgtrajecten zoals de postmaster tot gezondheidszorgpsycho-
loog, mits je voldoet aan aanvullende eisen. Daarnaast is het mogelijk om door te stromen naar
wetenschappelijk onderzoek of promotieplaatsen binnen de klinische psychologie.

Voor uitgebreide informatie verwijzen we naar de website.
0ok kun je bij een studiecentrum terecht voor persoonlijk advies of ondersteuning. —

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 84


https://www.ou.nl/-/mapkp-2025-2026_master-psychology-variant-klinische-psychologie
https://www.ou.nl/studiecentra

Open Universiteit 1 TABLE OF CONTENT

® NIP membership possible

MASTER
Psychologie:
variant Klinische Kinder- en Jeugdpsychologie

Introductie

De Master Klinische Kinder- en Jeugdpsychologie richt zich op de psychische ontwikkeling

van kinderen en jongeren, en op het herkennen, begrijpen en behandelen van psychische
problemen in deze levensfase. Denk aan stoornissen zoals ADHD, angststoornissen, depressie,
gedragsproblemen, hechtingsstoornissen en ontwikkelingsstoornissen zoals autisme. De
opleiding benadert deze thema'’s vanuit een ontwikkelingspsychologisch en systeemgericht
perspectief, met veel aandacht voor de interactie tussen het kind en zijn of haar omgeving,
zoals gezin, school en maatschappij. Je ontwikkelt diagnostische vaardigheden, leert evidence-
based behandelmethoden toepassen en verdiept je in de rol van opvoeding, stressfactoren en
beschermende invloeden op het welzijn van jongeren.

Curriculum

De opleiding bestaat uit 60 ECTS en wordt volledig in deeltijd aangeboden. Dankzij de modulaire

opbouw kun je je eigen tempo bepalen, wat de opleiding goed combineerbaar maakt met werk

of andere verantwoordelijkheden. Inhoudelijk volg je vakken over onder andere diagnostiek bij —
kinderen, gezinsinterventies, ontwikkelingsstoornissen en behandelstrategieén. Praktijkervaring

doe je op tijdens een stage, waarin je leert werken met kinderen, jongeren en hun systeem. De

opleiding wordt afgerond met een afstudeeronderzoek waarin je zelfstandig een vraagstuk binnen

de kinder- en jeugdpsychologie onderzoekt. De combinatie van theorie, praktijk en onderzoek

maakt deze variant zeer geschikt voor studenten die een carriere ambiéren in de klinische

jeugdzorg.

Toelating

Toelating is mogelijk met een universitaire bachelor in psychologie. Kandidaten met een andere

vooropleiding kunnen een toelatingstraject volgen, dat mogelijk een premaster omvat. Het

onderwijs vindt voornamelijk online plaats via interactieve leermodules en digitale begeleiding. —
Voor de stage en eventueel enkele practica is fysieke aanwezigheid vereist. De student zoekt zelf

een stageplek, bijvoorbeeld binnen de jeugdzorg, GGZ of het speciaal onderwijs. Het collegegeld

wordt per studiepunt betaald en omvat alle benodigde begeleiding en tentamens.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden kunnen aan de slag als kinder- en jeugdpsycholoog in diverse settings, zoals de
jeugd-GGZ, opvoedondersteuning, scholen, jeugdhulpinstellingen of preventieve zorg. Je kunt
werken als behandelaar, diagnostisch medewerker, gezinsbegeleider of beleidsadviseur jeugd.
De opleiding vormt ook een goede voorbereiding op vervolgopleidingen, zoals de postmaster
tot gz-psycholoog kind en jeugd. Hiervoor gelden aanvullende voorwaarden. Daarnaast biedt de
opleiding een basis voor wetenschappelijk vervolgonderzoek of een PhD-traject. —

Voor uitgebreide informatie verwijzen we naar de website.
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MASTER
Psychologie: variant Levenslooppsychologie

Introductie

De Master Levenslooppsychologie richt zich op de continue ontwikkeling van mensen over de
hele levensloop. Vanuit een positieve psychologieperspectief leer je hoe emoties, cognitie, sociale
invloeden en biologische factoren elkaar beinvloeden en bijdragen aan welzijn en zelfrealisatie.
Je wordt opgeleid tot deskundige die individuen in alle levensfasen effectief kan begeleiden,
diagnostiseren en ondersteunen, met oog voor veerkracht, beschermende factoren en positieve
verandering.

Curriculum

Deze deeltijd-MSc heeft een omvang van 60 ECTS, is modulair opgebouwd, en wordt volledig in
deeltijd aangeboden. Je bepaalt je studietempo zelf, wat ideaal is naast werk of andere bezigheden.
De opleiding bestaat uit vier kerngrondslagen: positief coachen en positieve psychologie,
levenslooppsychologie en psychodiagnostiek. Daarnaast breng je de geleerde theorie in de praktijk
via een stage en sluit je af met een afstudeeronderzoek en scriptie. De opleiding is grotendeels
online, met aanvullende begeleiding en optionele contactmomenten.

Toelating

Je komt in aanmerking voor toelating als je een universitaire bachelor in de psychologie hebt.
Toelating aanvragen verloopt via de website van de OU. Vrijstellingen kunnen worden aangevraagd
wanneer je eerder wo-masterniveau cursussen hebt voltooid die vergelijkbaar zijn qua inhoud en
niveau, let op: hier zijn kosten aan verbonden. Het collegegeld wordt per studiepunt betaald en
omvat alle benodigde begeleiding en tentamens.

Beroepsperspectief

Met het diploma in Levenslooppsychologie kun je aan de slag in diverse werkvelden, zoals

eerstelijnszorg, onderwijs, ouderenzorg, loopbaanbegeleiding, echtscheidingsbemiddeling,

coaching, jeugdwerk, beleidsadvies of in zorginstellingen zoals ziekenhuizen en hospices. Voor —
cliénten in beroepsregistraties — denk aan de Basisaantekening psychodiagnostiek (BAPD) of

het register Psycholoog Arbeid en Gezondheid — gelden aanvullende eisen zoals ervaring of

specifieke stagecomponenten. Bovendien biedt de master een solide basis voor wetenschappelijk
vervolgonderzoek en eventuele promotietrajecten.

Voor uitgebreide informatie verwijzen we naar de website.
0ok kun je bij een studiecentrum terecht voor persoonlijk advies of ondersteuning.
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Radboud Universiteit Nymegen

Radboud University is a leading public research university in Nijmegen, known for its broad

disciplinary scope—from humanities and social sciences to medical and natural sciences—and

its green, modern campus that fosters interdisciplinary collaboration. The university was founded —
in 1923 as Catholic University Nijmegen. On September 1st 2004, the name of the university

changed to Radboud University Nijmegen.

In 2024, Radboud achieved a student satisfaction score of 3.97/5 in the National Student Survey,
based on the views of over 7,400 students (30.5% response). Continuous improvements are made,
including in areas such as career preparation and student wellbeing. The university is ranked the
second-best general university in the Netherlands in the 2025 Keuzegids Universities, marking
four years at this position.

Radboud hosts around 24,000 students, including 8,485 master’s students, and offers
approximately 62 master’s programmes, among them research masters and post-initial tracks.
Master’s graduates from Radboud secure jobs swiftly—95.5% are employed within eighteen
months of graduation.

Academically and work-oriented

The master's specialisations offer you a thorough academic education and at the same time a
recognisable professional profile. The teachers are leading researchers and/or professionals from
the field, who are working closely together with their students. In the small-scale education setting
and within the active study associations, you already build your network of colleagues during your
studies.

Contact —
WhatsApp: +31 6 25 31 90 96

Call: +31 24 361 23 45

Email: study-information@ru.nl
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MASTER
Filosofie van de Gedragswetenschappen

Introductie

De tweejarige master-track Filosofie van de Gedragswetenschappen maakt deel uit van de
opleiding Filosofie van een Bepaald Wetenschapsgebied. Het eerste jaar van deze opleiding biedt
een solide inhoudelijke basis in de filosofie. In dit jaar volg je colleges en werkgroepen samen
met studenten uit alle andere specialisatietracks in de opleiding. Zes kernvakken bieden een —
inleiding in de verschillende filosofische sub disciplines. Daarnaast bestaat het programma uit
een cursus wetenschapsfilosofie en een cursus wetenschapsgeschiedenis. Tot slot maak je in
twee vaardigheidscursussen kennis met de belangrijkste filosofische onderzoeksmethoden en
verwerf je de benodigde vakspecifieke onderzoeks- en schrijfvaardigheden. In het tweede jaar
van de opleiding is de inhoud specialistischer van aard. Hier staat de toepassing van filosofische
methoden en inzichten op of binnen de gedragswetenschappen centraal. Het programma bestaat
uit een specialisatieruimte van 16 tot 26 ECTS, die deels wordt aangeboden door de Faculteit der
Sociale Wetenschappen. Daarnaast volg je in dit tweede jaar één of twee MA-seminars Filosofie
aan de Faculteit der Filosofie, Theologie en Religiewetenschappen. De opleiding wordt afgesloten
met een scriptie (20 ECTS). Daarnaast is het mogelijk om een stage te volgen.

Curriculum

In het eerste jaar volg je algemene inleidende vakken in filosofie binnen colleges en werkgroepen,
inclusief wetenschapsfilosofie, wetenschapsgeschiedenis en vaardigheidsonderwijs in methoden
en academisch schrijven. In het tweede jaar verscherpt de focus naar de gedragswetenschappen:
je volgt 16—26 ECTS aan methodologische of inhoudelijke vakken binnen Sociale Wetenschappen
en neemt deel aan één of twee masterseminars bij de Faculteit Filosofie, Theologie en Religie-
wetenschappen. De opleiding wordt afgerond met een scriptie van 20 ECTS. Een stage is optioneel.

Toelating

Toegelaten worden studenten met een WO-bachelor in Psychologie, Pedagogiek, Communicatie,

Culturele Antropologie of een andere relevante gedragswetenschappelijke of geesteswetenschap- —
pelijke discipline.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden ontwikkelen sterke analytische en reflectieve vaardigheden en zijn geschikt
voor functies in onderzoek, beleid, ethiek-advies, onderwijs en aanverwante gebieden. Mogelijke
loopbaangesprekken omvatten academisch onderzoek, filosofische advisering binnen gedrags-
wetenschappelijke contexten, beleidsvorming of vervolgstudie. Er zijn kansen binnen de
academische wereld, publieke sector en culturele instellingen.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Intersectional Gender Studies

Introduction

This one-year, 60 ECTS master’'s programme enables you to engage with complex issues of

diversity, inequality, and social justice through an intersectional and interdisciplinary lens. Drawing

on cultural studies, sociology, political science, and social psychology, the programme combines

theory with practice—through interactive seminars, workshops, and real-world assignments— —
preparing you to become an expert in designing, evaluating, and implementing inclusive

interventions. You tailor the programme via elective courses and hands-on training, building

capacity to drive meaningful social change.

Curriculum

The curriculum is structured to take you from core foundational theory to applied research

and flexibility in electives. In the first semester, you complete two compulsory courses:
"Intersectionality: From Theory to Practice" (12 ECTS) and "Critical Epistemologies & Methods”

(12 ECTS), followed by Academic Advisory Training | (3 ECTS), where you collaboratively redesign a
real-world policy intervention. The second semester allows customisation through elective courses
such as Critical Race and Whiteness, Disability Studies, Religion and Migration, and Gender &
Sexuality, totalling 12 ECTS. You also take Academic Advisory Training Il (3 ECTS), which employs
‘serious gaming’ to refine your practice-based advisory skills, followed by Thesis Lab (3 ECTS) to
prepare your research proposal.

The programme culminates in a master’s thesis of 15 ECTS, where you conduct independent
research on intersectional issues and advance practical interventions.

Admission

You are eligible if you hold a bachelor's degree from a research university in the social sciences,

humanities, or management sciences. An additional requirement is at least 20 ECTS in Gender &

Diversity-related coursework—such as Gender & Diversity Studies, Women'’s or Sexuality Studies, —
Disability Studies, or Migration Studies. If you do not meet those requirements, you can also do a

preparatory minor (30ECTS).

Job description of alumni

Graduates enter diverse sectors as intersectionality specialists. Roles include policy development,
research, consultancy, advocacy, and positions in governmental bodies, NGOs, educational
institutions, and cultural organisations. You will be sought after for expertise in designing
inclusive and equitable strategies.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Filosofie van de Cognitiewetenschappen

Introductie

Deze tweejarige masterspecialisatie, Filosofie van de Cognitiewetenschappen, maakt deel uit
van het bredere programma Filosofie van een Specifiek Wetenschapsgebied. In het eerste jaar
volg je colleges en werkgroepen samen met studenten van andere specialisatietrajecten. Zes
kernvakken introduceren diverse filosofische subdisciplines. Deze worden aangevuld met een vak —
in wetenschapsfilosofie, een vak in de wetenschapsgeschiedenis en twee vaardighedencursussen
gericht op onderzoeksmethoden en academisch schrijven. In het tweede jaar verschuift de nadruk
naar de filosofische toepassing van methoden binnen de cognitiewetenschappen. Het programma
bevat een specialisatiecomponent van 16—26 ECTS, deels aangeboden door de Faculteit der
Sociale Wetenschappen. Je hebt daarnaast de mogelijkheid één of twee MA-seminars in Filosofie
te volgen aan de Faculteit der Filosofie, Theologie en Religiewetenschappen. Het programma wordt
afgerond met een masterthesis (20 ECTS). Het doen van een stage is optioneel.

Curriculum

In het eerste jaar volg je basisvakken in de filosofie, waaronder wetenschapsfilosofie en
wetenschapsgeschiedenis, en twee vaardighedencursussen in onderzoeksmethodologie en
schrijven. Het tweede jaar volg je vakspecifieke cursussen in de cognitiewetenschappen (16-26
ECTS), neem je deel aan één of twee MA-seminars aan de Faculteit der Filosofie, Theologie en
Religiewetenschappen, en rond je een masterthesis af (20 ECTS). Stages zijn beschikbaar maar
niet verplicht.

Toelating

Gekwalificeerde kandidaten hebben een WO-bachelor in disciplines zoals Psychologie,
Kunstmatige Intelligentie, Cognitieve Neurowetenschap of verwante vakgebieden binnen de
cognitiewetenschappen.

Beroepsperspectief —
Na dit programma liggen voor de hand liggende loopbaanpaden in academisch onderzoek (PhD),

onderwijs, journalistiek, beleidsadvies of functies binnen technologiebedrijven.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Psychology: Behaviour Change

Introduction

Behaviour change is a one year (60 ECTS) master programme. This specialisation bridges the

science and practice of influencing behaviour. You learn to analyse behaviour change challenges

from a psychological framework and craft evidence-based interventions. The programme explores

methods such as altering intentions or habits, leveraging norms or values, building competencies, —
and shaping environmental cues. Applications span societal domains like sustainability, healthy

lifestyle adoption, diversity, reducing prejudice, and fostering active citizenship. You graduate as

a practice-oriented researcher capable of independently investigating behaviour change issues,

designing interventions, and advising stakeholders.

Curriculum

The first semester focuses on theoretical grounding through lectures, seminars, and discussions.
You engage with foundational courses such as Models of Behaviour Change, learning four core
psychological frameworks; Psychology of Behaviour Change: Theories and Interventions, covering
topics like resistance, goals, habits, social influence, culture, and behaviour-change techniques;
DRIVE 1, where you analyse a real-world behaviour change case and link psychological insights to
strategy; DRIVE 2, in which you implement, test, and report on an intervention; Being a Behaviour
Change Professional, addressing professional communication and role reflection; and Approaching
Behaviour Change, examining ethical perspectives on boosting versus nudging. In the second
semester, these insights are applied during a combined internship and master’s thesis (30ECTS),
where you conduct intervention research and produce both an academic thesis and an advisory
report.

Admission

Applicants need a Psychology BSc from a research university. For those with Dutch degrees,

direct admission is possible; those from Maastricht must have completed a quantitative empirical

thesis. Your degree should include at least one empirical research project (with substantial —
quantitative data and statistical analyses that resulted in an individually written report).

Job description of alumni

Graduates function as behaviour change psychologists and experts, applying empirical insights to
design and evaluate interventions. They work in roles such as prevention expert, strategist (e.g., in
advertising or marketing), communication consultant, policy officer, health promoter, information
officer, or researcher. Opportunities span government, NGOs, academia, and consultancy. Some
alumni have founded their own behaviour-change agencies.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER

Psychologie: Gezondheidszorgpsychologie

Introductie

Gezondheidszorgpsychologie (GZP) is een eenjarige, 60 ECTS, Nederlandstalige masteropleiding

aan de Radboud Universiteit. De opleiding is bedoeld voor afgestudeerden met een BSc in

psychologie. De opleiding combineert klinische theorie, diagnostiek, interventievaardigheden en

begeleide praktijkervaring. Het bereidt studenten voor op de aansluitende GZ-postmasteropleiding —
en uiteindelijke BIG-registratie.

Curriculum

De opleiding dompelt studenten onder in een samenhangende klinische leerervaring in plaats
van geisoleerde cursussen. Je begint met begeleide discussies met medestudenten in een
mentorgroep, die als basis dienen voor klinisch redeneren en reflectie. Vervolgens verdiep je je
in psychodiagnostiek en psychopathologie om diagnostische expertise op te bouwen, waarna
je deze kennis toepast in praktische interventietrainingen. Naarmate je inzicht toeneemt, ga je
naar een klinische stageplaats, waar je diagnostiek en interventie integreert onder professionele
begeleiding. Het jaar wordt afgesloten met een onafhankelijke, klinisch georiénteerde
masterscriptie die zowel theorie als praktijk weerspiegelt.

Toelating

Voor toelating is een Nederlands of Vlaams bachelorsdiploma in psychologie (of bachelor
Gezondheidswetenschappen, specialisatie Geestelijke Gezondheid aan de Universiteit
Maastricht) nodig. Daarnaast moeten kandidaten ten minste 18 ECTS aan voorbereidende
cursussen hebben afgerond in de volgende gebieden: klinisch consult, observatie, rapportage
(2 ECTS), psychologische behandeling of psychotherapie (4 ECTS) psychodiagnostiek of
neuropsychologische diagnostiek (6 ECTS) en psychopathologie of neuropsychologie (6 ECTS)
De selectie omvat een competitief proces, waarbij maximaal drie pogingen tot aanmelding zijn
toegestaan. Een interview maakt deel uit van de tweede ronde van het aanmeldingsproces.
Tijdens de plaatsingsprocedure wordt beoordeeld of je op basis van cijfers, motivatie, ambitie en —
communicatie- en reflectievaardigheden geschikt bent voor de opleiding.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden gaan doorgaans aan de slag in klinische psychologische functies in GGZ-
instellingen, ziekenhuizen, jeugdzorg, revalidatiecentra en huisartsenpraktijken. De opleiding biedt
toegang tot de tweejarige GZ-opleiding (post-master praktijkopleiding en cursussen), die vereist
is voor BIG-registratie als gezondheidszorgpsycholoog. Het curriculum ondersteunt ook het
behalen van diagnostische kwalificaties, zoals de BAPD-kwalificatie en het LOGO-certificaat, die
voorwaarden zijn voor registratie als GZ-psycholoog.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website. —
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MASTER

Psychology: Work, Organisation and Health

Introduction

Do you aim to bring out the best in people and motivate employees to work with satisfaction

and in good health? This master’s specialisation addresses those goals. The one-year (60 ECTS)

programme integrates scientific theory with professional practice through interactive teaching

and practical assignments. You tailor your studies by selecting application courses within —
occupational and health psychology, personnel psychology, or organisational psychology. Small

class sizes, guest professionals, and an established network guide your learning and support

favourable career prospects upon graduation.

Curriculum

The curriculum begins with Introduction to Work, Organisation and Health, which covers theoretical
foundations, relevant legislation, and how the three focal areas—occupational health, personnel and
organisational psychology—interconnect. In Personnel Psychology, you study recruitment, selection,
onboarding, performance management, sustainable employability, talent programs, and issues

like stereotyping in hiring. Organisational Development explores organisational change strategies,
learning organisations, motivation, resistance to change, leadership, and interventions like coaching
and community building.

The curriculum includes two advanced courses, Personnel Psychology and Organisation
Development, alongside two application courses, Human Resource Management and Work, Sport
and Health. These modules focus on practical skill-building through hands-on tasks such as job
applicant selection, coach training, and consultancy role-play.

The second semester is devoted to the Master’s Project, combining a Smonth internship with a
thesis, where you apply your learning in a real-world organisational setting under faculty supervision.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Psychology BSc from a Dutch research university or an equivalent degree. —
Graduates from Maastricht University may be admitted if their degree includes a quantitative

empirical thesis.

Job description of alumni

Graduates enter both profit and non-profit sectors, including corporate firms, agencies,
government bodies, educational institutions, and healthcare organisations. Common roles
include advising, employee counseling, training programme development, HR consultancy, and
organisational development. Some alumni obtain certifications like the Basic Sports Psychology
Certificate (BSPC) via the Work, Sport and Health course, or the ENOPEAWOP reference model
certificate for organisational psychology.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Behavioural Science

Introduction

This two-year research master (120 ECTS over two years) aims to train highly skilled behavioural
scientists. You develop advanced knowledge in statistics, methods, theoretical thinking, and
research skills. The programme is flexible, you select theme courses, methods electives, and
project topics tailored to your interests. You join the Behavioural Science Institute and benefit from
its multidisciplinary approach, combining psychology, educational sciences, and communication —
science, with research embedded from day one.

Curriculum

The curriculum follows a coherent, research-focused structure rather than a series of isolated
modules. In Year 1, you take mandatory courses in Theory, Methods & Statistics, Professional
Development, and Research Experience. Compulsory courses include Advanced Statistics in R,
Statistics: Mixed Effects Models, Statistics: Structural Equation Modelling , and Professional Skills
for Researchers. You also undertake a Minor Research Project. Furthermore, you will select five
theme courses, and one selective methods course of the list of restricted choice courses. Finally,
you will have to select one elective course.

In Year 2, you carry out a Major Research Project, often in collaboration with the BSI or abroad under
the supervision of multiple faculty members. This project culminates in your master’s thesis. Next
to this, you will take the course of Philosophy and Reflection, complete your workshophours and
complete two free electives.

It is possible to get exemption for overlapping courses if you want to follow a second Master's
programme wich complements this one.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Psychology BSc from a Dutch research university or an equivalent degree.

To be eligible, you must hold a Bachelor’s degree from a research university in Psychology, —
Pedagogy, Educational Science, Communication Science, or a related field. Admission is selective

and based on several factors: demonstrated knowledge of methods and statistic, a motivation

letter, academic transcripts (with strong grades improving your chances), one recommendation

letter, and a current CV. You may also be invited for an interview.

Carreer prospects

Graduates typically enter PhD programmes or research and teaching careers within academia,
public research institutes (e.g., SCP, Cito), industry (e.g., Unilever, CapGemini), or clinical settings
(e.g., Kentalis, Praktikon). Some pursue dual roles combining clinical practice and behavioural
science through additional qualifications.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Cognitive Neuroscience

Introduction

This twoyear (120 ECTS) research master, offered jointly by Radboud University and Radboud

UMC, trains advanced researchers in the cognitive and neural foundations of mental functions —

perception, action, language, memory, attention, and emotion. The programme unfolds within the

Donders Institute for Brain, Cognition and Behaviour, a world-leading research hub. —
You choose one of four tracks—Language and Communication; Perception, Action and Decision-

making; Development and Lifelong Plasticity; Natural Computing and Neurotechnology—each

aligning with Donders’ core research lines.

Curriculum

Year 1 blends mandatory foundational training with track-specific specialization and skill
development. You complete general core courses in cognitive neuroscience, select an

advanced research methods course (e.g., haemodynamic, electrophysiological, or non-invasive
neurostimulation), and engage in Personal and Professional Development (5 ECTS) that includes
lab rotations, coaching, or workshops. You also undertake skill training (12 ECTS across two
years) and 18 ECTS of track courses. A further 6 ECTS of electives can be chosen across any track
(including one’s own).

Year 2 is dedicated to immersive research: you conduct an internship-based practical training
research project culminating in a Master’s thesis structured like a scientific paper. Additionally,
you have flexibility to choose 10 ECTS of electives from other Master’s programmes or extra skills
training.

Admission

Admission is selective. Candidates must hold a Bachelor’'s degree from a research university in

disciplines such as Linguistics, Physics, Biology, Medicine, Mathematics, Behavioural Sciences

(e.g., Psychology), Artificial Intelligence, or a closely related field. Applied sciences degrees (HBO) —
or premasters based on them are insufficient.

Selection involves a motivational letter, CV, two reference letters, transcript of records and a short
interview.

Job description of alumni

The vast majority of graduates proceed to PhD positions, especially in the Donders Graduate
School for Cognitive Neuroscience (DGCN) or IMPRS partnerships. Others pursue careers in
academia, clinical research, or industry roles that leverage neurocognitive expertise.

For more information about the programme, go to the website. —
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Ryksuniversiteit Groningen

Are you ready to deepen your understanding of the human mind, behaviour, and mental processes

at one of Europe’s leading research universities? Welcome to the master programme in psychology

at the University of Groningen — a top 100 globally ranked institution known for its academic —
excellence, innovation, and international outlook.

Our master programmes offers a wide array of specialisations, including Clinical Psychology,
Cognitive Neuroscience, Industrial and Organisational Psychology, and Environmental Psychology,
among others. Whether your goal is to conduct cutting-edge research, work in clinical settings,

or apply psychology in organisational or societal contexts, our programme provides a rigorous,
research-driven foundation tailored to your ambitions.

Why choose the University of Groningen?

The university is globally recognised, consistently ranked among the top 100 universities
worldwide (QS World Rankings). It offers innovative education with a strong focus on
interdisciplinary research and evidence-based learning. You'll become part of an international
community, with over 120 nationalities represented across the student body. Located in
Groningen, a vibrant student city with a rich cultural scene and high quality of life, the university
provides an ideal environment for both academic and personal growth.

Student Support and Advising
Our dedicated study advisors are here to support you throughout your academic journey. For
questions about the programme, course planning, or personal academic advice, please reach out:

Study Advisor — Master Psychology

Email: studyadvice.masterpsy@rug.nl —
Phone: +31 (0)50 363 6301

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 09:00—17:00 (CET)

Website: www.rug.nl/masters/psychology

For general student services, housing, and international student support, please visit this link.
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MASTER
Applied Cognitive Neuroscience

Introduction

The Master Applied Cognitive Neuroscience at the University of Groningen explores how

knowledge from cognitive neuroscience can be translated into applied settings. Students learn

how processes such as attention, memory, decision-making, and human error can inform practical —
challenges in areas including road safety, marketing, education, and human—computer interaction.

The programme provides a strong theoretical foundation alongside practical skills, enabling

students to connect research in neuroscience with societal needs.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS) consists of core courses, elective options, an
internship, and a master thesis. Core courses include Trends in Cognitive Neuroscience, Applied
Cognitive Neuroscience, and Data Collection and Analysis for Cognitive Neuroscience. Students
may choose from electives such as Repeated Measures or Test Construction. In the second half
of the programme, students complete an internship and a thesis, which together account for 30
EC. Throughout the curriculum, students gain hands-on experience with techniques such as EEG,
eye-tracking, and neurostimulation, as well as training in data analysis and programming, while
designing and conducting their own applied research projects.

Admission

Applicants must hold a university bachelor degree in Psychology, with sufficient background in
relevant areas. This includes at least 60 ECTS in psychology courses, 15 ECTS in statistics, 10
ECTS in research methodology, and smaller components in test theory and philosophy of science.
Graduates of Dutch Psychology programmes generally meet these criteria, while international
applicants may need to demonstrate equivalent knowledge or follow a premaster programme in
order to qualify.

Career prospects

Graduates of Applied Cognitive Neuroscience are prepared for both academic and applied
careers. Many continue into PhD trajectories in psychology or neuroscience, while others work as
researchers in government organisations, NGOs, or private industry. Alumni are also employed as
data analysts, data scientists, and software developers, and contribute to applied domains such
as neuromarketing, human-computer interaction, and organisational consultancy.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER

Applied Social Psychology

Introduction

The Applied Social Psychology master’s programme at the University of Groningen examines

the psychological factors that shape human behaviour in social contexts and how they can be

influenced to address societal challenges. From political radicalization to intercultural tensions and —
group conflicts, human behaviour lies at the heart of many complex social issues. Students explore

political psychology, studying how psychological processes shape beliefs, conflicts, and collective

action; culture and diversity, examining how culture affects emotions, norms, and behaviour

and can lead to misunderstandings; and cooperation and communication, including how people

negotiate, influence one another, and achieve shared goals. Through theory and application, the

programme prepares students to develop evidence-based solutions for societal issues.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS) integrates foundation courses, methodological
training, electives, an internship, and a master’s thesis. In the first year, students choose at least
two out of three foundation courses, select one skills course, and include at least one methods
course, alongside two electives (totalling 10 ECTS). The programme culminates in a research
project (master’s thesis, 20 ECTS) and an internship (10 ECTS), which may be undertaken
individually or as part of a team.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology (or another subject with a strong
psychological focus), with comprehensive knowledge and skills in psychology, including
advanced theoretical, statistical, and methodological training. Graduates from Dutch Psychology
programmes typically meet these criteria; international applicants must demonstrate equivalence
and may be required to complete a pre-Master’'s programme if their background does not fully
satisfy the admission requirements. —

Career prospects

Graduates of Applied Social Psychology pursue a range of careers in which they apply social
psychological insights to real-world problems. Typical roles include psychological researcher,
policy analyst, community outreach specialist, intervention designer, consultant in public or
private sectors, and positions in public health, education, or communication domains. Some
graduates continue their studies through PhD programmes in social, health, or behavioural
science.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER
Clinical Forensic Psychology & Victimology

Introduction

The Clinical Forensic Psychology & Victimology master's programme at the University of
Groningen blends clinical psychology with forensic and victimological insights to understand
criminal behaviour, trauma, memory, and rehabilitation. Students explore a wide range of topics,
from risk assessment and trauma responses to deception, dissociation, aggression, sexual
deviance, and complicated grief, underpinned by both theoretical and applied concepts. The
curriculum emphasises collaboration with forensic mental health institutions, enabling students
to combine academic knowledge with clinical and forensic practice.

Curriculum

This is a one-year, full-time Master’s (60 ECTS) consisting of advanced coursework, applied
collaboration, an internship, and a master’s thesis. The teaching draws directly from ongoing
research in domains such as risk for re-offending, trauma and memory, dissociation, deception,
addictions, aggression, and forgiveness. Students work closely with professionals from partner
institutions including forensic psychiatric clinics, addiction services, outpatient mental health
facilities, and victim support organisations, often engaging in practical training, guest lectures, or
projects.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, with a substantial foundation in content-
specific psychology. This must include at least 60 ECTS in psychology courses, of which at

least 20 ECTS must be in clinical psychology areas, such as psychopathology, diagnosis and
assessment, clinical psychology theory, and forensic psychology topics. In addition, applicants
require at least 5 ECTS in communication and diagnostic skills and at least 9 ECTS from a
bachelor’s thesis or equivalent research project. Graduates from Dutch psychology programmes
typically meet these criteria, whereas international applicants may need to demonstrate
equivalence or complete a pre-Master’s.

Career prospects

Graduates of this programme are equipped to work across clinical, forensic, and support settings.
Typical roles include forensic or clinical psychologists within mental health care; professionals in

penitentiary institutions; specialists in victim support services or offender-victim mediation; roles

in social work, educational settings; or positions involving crime prevention. Their training enables
them to assess risk, understand trauma and memory, and apply forensic psychological principles

to real-world contexts.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER

Clinical Neuropsychology (ENG/NL)

Introduction

The Clinical Neuropsychology master's programme at the University of Groningen focuses on
understanding the relationship between brain function and behaviour. Students explore how
neurological conditions, such as brain injuries, strokes, and neurodegenerative diseases, affect
cognitive processes and emotional functioning. The programme integrates theoretical knowledge
with practical skills, preparing students for careers in clinical settings where they assess and treat
individuals with neurological impairments.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time master's programme (60 ECTS) combines core courses, elective modules,
an internship, and a master's thesis. Core components include courses on neuropsychological
assessment, neuropsychological rehabilitation, and the neuropsychology of various conditions.
The programme also offers opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration and research. The final
30 ECTS are dedicated to an internship and thesis, allowing students to apply their knowledge in
real-world clinical settings.

Admission

Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree in Psychology, with substantial coursework in clinical
neuropsychology. Specific requirements include at least 10 ECTS in clinical neuropsychology
courses, such as Introduction to Clinical Neuropsychology, Clinical Neuropsychology,
Neuropsychology of Ageing and Dementia, and Developmental Neuropsychology. Additionally,
applicants should have at least 5 ECTS in communication and diagnostic skills and a bachelor's
thesis or equivalent research project of at least 9 ECTS.

Career prospects

Graduates of this programme are equipped to work across clinical, forensic, and support settings.
Graduates of this programme are well-prepared for careers in clinical neuropsychology. Common
roles include neuropsychologist in hospitals, rehabilitation centres, and private practices, where
they conduct assessments and provide interventions for individuals with neurological conditions.
Alumni may also pursue research positions, contributing to the advancement of knowledge in the
field of neuropsychology.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER
Double-degree Master Sustainability and -
Environmental Psychology

Introduction

The DDM Sustainability and Environmental Psychology master's programme is a unique

collaboration between Leuphana University in Liineburg and the University of Groningen. This —
double-degree programme addresses the human dimensions of pressing sustainability challenges

such as climate change, migration, and social polarisation. It aims to build human capital for

sustainable solutions by integrating psychological insights with sustainability science. Students

engage in interdisciplinary learning, combining theoretical knowledge with practical applications

to understand and influence human behaviour in the context of environmental and societal

change.

Curriculum

This two-year, full-time master's programme (120 ECTS) is structured as follows:

Year 1 (Leuphana University, Liineburg): The first year focuses on the human aspects of
sustainable development. Students are introduced to core theories and models linking psychology
to sustainability science. The programme emphasises inter- and transdisciplinary work, with a
focus on theoretical propositions, methodological tools, and practical implications.

Year 2 (University of Groningen): In the second year, students delve into the human aspects of
environmental sustainability. The curriculum includes foundation courses such as Environmental
Psychology, Selected Topics in Environmental Psychology, and Interdisciplinary Perspectives on
Sustainability. Additionally, students undertake a skills course in Designing Interventions and
choose methodological electives to tailor the programme to their interests. The year culminates in
a joint thesis supervised by both universities and an internship to gain practical experience.

Admission

Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree in Psychology or a closely related field. The programme is —
designed for students interested in the psychological aspects of sustainability and environmental

issues. Specific admission requirements may include a background in areas such as environmental

psychology, sustainability science, or related disciplines. Contact the study advisors at both

universities for detailed information on admission criteria and to discuss their academic

background.

Career prospects

Graduates of this programme are well-prepared for careers in various sectors that focus on

sustainability and environmental psychology. Common roles include scientific consultancy for

environmental or sustainability policies, policy advisor, behavioural expert in environmental

and energy organisations, environmental policy making at national or municipal levels, and —
environmental communication and education.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER
Environmental Psychology

Introduction

The Environmental Psychology master’s programme at the University of Groningen focuses

on understanding and influencing human behaviour in relation to environmental and energy-
related challenges. The curriculum examines how environmental contexts shape behaviour and
how psychological insights can be applied to encourage sustainable change. Students study
the human dimensions of environmental issues such as energy use, transportation behaviour,
sustainable consumption, policy acceptance, and climate adaptation. The programme highlights
interdisciplinary collaboration and the translation of psychological theory into practice.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS) combines theoretical courses, methodological
training, elective modules, an internship, and a master’s thesis. Core components include courses
such as Designing Interventions, Personal, Social and Cultural Change, Environmental Psychology,
and Working in Interdisciplinary Teams. The programme concludes with a 30 ECTS research
project, in which students apply their knowledge to practical or research projects. Throughout the
year, teaching is interactive, with a focus on teamwork, critical reflection, and cooperation with
external organisations.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, with sufficient background in
psychological theories, statistics, research methodology, and relevant domain knowledge.
Graduates of Dutch psychology programmes generally meet these requirements. International
applicants are expected to demonstrate equivalent qualifications and may be required to complete
a pre-Master’s programme if their prior education does not fully cover the admission criteria.

Career prospects

Graduates of Environmental Psychology are well equipped to contribute to solving sustainability
challenges. They work as project managers in environmental or sustainability initiatives, policy
advisors at municipal or national level, consultants for businesses and non-governmental
organisations, behavioural experts for energy and environmental organisations, or as
environmental communicators and educators. Many graduates also continue their academic
careers as researchers at applied institutes or as PhD candidates in environmental and
psychological sciences.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend

bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 102



https://www.rug.nl/masters/environmental-psychology/?lang=en

University of Groningen 1 TABLE OF CONTENT

O NIP membership dependent of chosen courses/thesis combined with bachelor in Psychology

MASTER
Human Resource Management

Introduction

The full-time, 12-month MSc in Human Resource Management at the University of Groningen
immerses students in the pressing challenges and evolving practices of HRM, combining topics
such as leadership, strategic and operational HR, employee well-being, and HR analytics within

a real-world oriented learning environment. You'll explore how HR strategies can drive both
organisational success and individual fulfilment, engaging directly with impactful areas such

as recruitment, selection, performance management, and work-life balance. A highlight of the
curriculum is a dedicated HR analytics course where you apply data science tools, such as Power
BI, and digital HR systems to evaluate organisational outcomes and informed decision-making.

Curriculum

Beyond the core courses, you develop professional and personal skills through a “Professional
Skills for HRM” course and have the flexibility to tailor your study path using thematic electives,
with options ranging from stress and health to sustainability, business ethics, digitalisation, and
energy transitions. Course delivery emphasises close student-lecturer interaction in a small-
scale, diverse community, enriched by guest lectures, mentorship from HR professionals, and
assignments rooted in real-life business cases.

Admission

Entry requirements include holding an academic bachelor degree in fields such as Business
Administration, Economics & Business Economics, International Business, or closely related
disciplines. The admissions process reviews your prior education and may require a Pre-Master’s
if further preparation is needed. English proficiency is required, with minimum scores set at IELTS
Academic 6.5 (with at least 6 in Speaking and 6.5 in Writing), TOEFL iBT 90 (Speaking 20, Writing
24), or Cambridge C1 Advanced/C2 Proficiency (overall 176, Speaking 169, Writing 176).

Career prospects

Graduates enter a strong job market. Alumni work in roles such as HR manager, HR analytics
manager, talent acquisition consultant, learning and talent advisor, HR account advisor, and senior
career consultant, at organisations including PostNL, Rabobank, Valcon, Kuehne + Nagel, and
Inditex. The programme also opens doors for continued academic pursuits or roles that combine
research and HR practice.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER
International Relations

Introduction

This one-year, full-time MA in International Relations equips students with deep expertise in global
affairs through six specialised tracks: International Security; International Political Economy;
European Politics in a Global Perspective; Geopolitics & Connectivity; International Relations &
International Organization; and East Asian Studies. Each track offers a distinct lens on power
dynamics, international institutions, economic interdependencies, regional politics, or global
connectivity. The programme is rooted in research-led and policy-oriented teaching, preparing
students to engage with complex international challenges.

Curriculum

The curriculum begins with a foundational module, "Advanced Theory and Research Practice in
International Relations," followed by two Research Seminars and a Capita course tailored to the
student’s chosen track. In the second semester, students write a Master’s Thesis and may opt for
either a Placement (minimum seven weeks, workplace-based) or professionalisation electives that
enhance career readiness.

Admission

Applicants from specific bachelor’s backgrounds, such as International Relations and International
Organization, certain European Languages and Cultures profiles, or International Relations and
International Law, may be eligible for direct admission. Graduates from related fields (e.g. Political
Science, History, Law, Economics) must request admission via the IR Admissions Board and may
be required to complete a pre-Master’s programme if their background is deemed insufficiently
oriented towards international relations. English proficiency is required (TOEFL iBT = 90, IELTS =
6.5, or Cambridge C1/C2), unless waived by a Dutch VWO diploma.

Career prospects

Graduates enter diverse sectors: policy advising in national governments, NGOs, and international
organisations; strategic roles in business; and careers in media and communication. Alumni

hold positions such as policy officers, project managers, operations specialists, HR analysts,
communications officers, and research fellows across institutions ranging from Shell and the
International Organization for Migration to local municipalities and academic settings.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER

Journalism (NL/ENG)

Introduction

This programme trains students to become reflective and skilled journalists, combining theory

with hands-on newsroom experience. The Dutch-taught track immerses learners in multimedia

journalism—across text, audio, and visual platforms—guided by seasoned journalists and —
scholars. It explores how media evolve within broader societal contexts such as politics,

citizenship, and globalisation. The English-taught track offers a globally oriented experience,

blending academic foundations in Journalism Studies with practical newsroom training in a

professional setting.

Curriculum

Both tracks are full-time and span 18 months (90 ECTS). Students begin with a solid grounding

in journalism theory and methods. In the Dutch-taught variant, practical production, including
multimedia storytelling in text, image, and sound, is emphasised. The English-taught programme
builds essential academic and practical skills during the first year, culminating in a third semester
devoted to the master’s thesis and either an internship in a newsroom or an extended research
thesis project. Both tracks leverage small-group instruction and access to professional facilities.

Admission

Admission is selective and limited, as the tracks admit a combined maximum of 60 students
per year. Applications begin in early spring, with a selection test and submission of application
materials. Candidates typically require a completed Bachelor’'s degree and relevant foundational
coursework, such as a minor in journalism or equivalent experience; applicants may be asked to
complete a pre-master’s programme or attend an interview as part of selection.

Career prospects

Graduates find work primarily as journalists or reporters, either within media organisations or —
as freelancers. Many also transition into communications, public relations, policy support, or

research roles. The English-taught track additionally prepares alumni for international media, PR,

or policy contexts, reflecting its academic and global orientation.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page of the
Dutch or English thaught programme.
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MASTER

Klinische Psychologie

Introductie

De masteropleiding Klinische Psychologie aan de Rijksuniversiteit Groningen richt zich op het
wetenschappelijk begrijpen en behandelen van psychologische stoornissen. Studenten verdiepen
zich in thema'’s zoals verslaving, trauma, angst, depressie en persoonlijkheidsstoornissen, met
nadruk op evidence-based benaderingen. Het programma legt de nadruk op de integratie van
theorie, diagnostische vaardigheden en therapeutische interventies, en bereidt studenten voor op
zowel klinische praktijk als onderzoek in uiteenlopende settings.

Curriculum

Dit éénjarige, voltijdse programma (60 ECTS) combineert basiscursussen, keuzevakken,
methodologische training, een stage en een masterscriptie. Kernonderdelen zijn cursussen over
psychopathologie, diagnostische modellen, evidence-based interventies en onderzoeksmethoden.
Het programma wordt afgerond met een stage van 20 ECTS, waarin studenten praktische
ervaring opdoen in klinische omgevingen, en een masterscriptie van 10 ECTS, waarin studenten
onderzoek doen naar klinisch relevante onderwerpen. Studenten worden gestimuleerd om zowel
experimenteel als toegepast onderzoek te verrichten en zo de kloof tussen theorie en praktijk te
overbruggen.

Toelating

Voor deze master, moet een bachelor Psychologie hebben afgerond zijn, met substantiéle
vakinhoudelijke kennis van klinische psychologie. Specifieke eisen zijn onder meer minimaal

60 ECTS aan inhoudelijke psychologiecursussen, waarvan ten minste 20 ECTS in klinisch-
psychologische onderwerpen zoals psychopathologie, diagnostiek en therapie. Daarnaast dienen
kandidaten minimaal 5 ECTS aan communicatie- en diagnostische vaardigheden te hebben en
een bachelorscriptie of vergelijkbaar onderzoeksproject van minimaal 9 ECTS. Afgestudeerden
van Nederlandse psychologieprogramma'’s voldoen doorgaans aan deze eisen; internationale
kandidaten moeten mogelijk aantonen dat hun opleiding gelijkwaardig is of een pre-master volgen
bij eventuele hiaten.

Beroepsperspectief

Graduates enter diverse sectors: policy advising in national governments, NGOs, and international
Afgestudeerden van deze opleiding zijn goed voorbereid op een loopbaan in klinische settings,
zoals ziekenhuizen, GGZ-instellingen en particuliere praktijken. Veelvoorkomende functies zijn
klinisch psycholoog, psychotherapeut, onderzoeker en consultant. Alumni zetten hun expertise

in bij diagnostiek en behandeling van psychologische stoornissen, het uitvoeren van onderzoek
en het ontwikkelen van therapeutische interventies. Velen kiezen er ook voor om verder
wetenschappelijk onderzoek te doen of te promoveren binnen de klinische psychologie.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, bezoek de officiéle pagina van de Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen.
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MASTER
Learning in Interaction

Introduction

The Learning in Interaction track within the MSc in Educational Sciences at the University of
Groningen delves into the intricate processes through which individuals learn academic subjects,
develop cognitive and metacognitive skills, and acquire social competencies. This programme
emphasises the pivotal role of interactions—not only between students and teachers but also
with peers, learning materials, and through self-reflection. By integrating various theoretical
perspectives and didactical approaches, it aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of
learning processes in diverse educational contexts.

Curriculum

Spanning 12 months (60 EC), the curriculum is designed to equip students with both theoretical
knowledge and practical skills. The first year focuses on evidence-based insights into learning
and education, emphasizing the importance of interactions in the learning process. Students
engage in small group research projects, closely collaborating with faculty members, and have
the opportunity to apply their academic training through internships that address real-world
challenges in educational settings.

Admission

Applicants should possess a bachelor degree in Educational Sciences or a closely related field.
The programme is conducted in English, and proficiency in the language is required. Specific
admission criteria and procedures can be found on the University of Groningen's official website.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Learning in Interaction track are well-prepared for careers as educational
scientists, instructional designers, and researchers. They often find employment in educational
institutions, research organisations, and companies specialising in educational technology, where
they contribute to the development and optimisation of learning environments and educational
materials.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER
Onderwijsinnovatie

Introductie

De Master Onderwijsinnovatie richt zich op het verbeteren en vernieuwen van het onderwijs in
brede zin. Studenten onderzoeken hoe leerprocessen zich ontwikkelen, welke uitdagingen en
kansen daarbij een rol spelen en hoe onderwijspraktijken en -systemen effectiever en inclusiever
kunnen worden vormgegeven. De opleiding combineert theoretische inzichten met praktische
toepassingen, zodat afgestudeerden in staat zijn om onderwijs te analyseren, te evalueren en
innovatieve oplossingen te ontwerpen.

Curriculum

Het eenjarige, voltijdse programma (60 ECTS) bestaat uit een combinatie van kernvakken,
keuzevakken, een stage en een masterscriptie. Studenten verdiepen zich in onderwerpen als
curriculumontwikkeling, onderwijsbeleid en -management, en de rol van technologie en innovatie
in het leerproces. Daarnaast voeren zij een zelfstandig onderzoeksproject uit, waarin zij hun
academische en praktische vaardigheden samenbrengen.

Toelating

Kandidaten hebben een relevante bacheloropleiding nodig, zoals Pedagogische Wetenschappen,
Onderwijswetenschappen of een vergelijkbare studie. Studenten met een andere achtergrond
kunnen soms via een premaster instromen. De toelatingscommissie beoordeelt per geval of de
vooropleiding voldoende aansluit om direct of via een voorbereid traject toegang te krijgen.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden zijn goed voorbereid op functies als onderwijsadviseur, beleidsmedewerker,
curriculumontwikkelaar of onderzoeker. Zij werken bij onderwijsinstellingen, overheden,
adviesbureaus of organisaties die zich bezighouden met innovatie en verbetering van onderwijs.
Ook vormt de opleiding een uitstekende basis voor een verdere academische carriere, bijvoorbeeld
via promotieonderzoek.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, bezoek de officiéle pagina van de Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen.
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MASTER

Ontwikkelingspsychologie -

Introductie

De masteropleiding Ontwikkelingspsychologie aan de Rijksuniversiteit Groningen richt zich op het

begrijpen van de menselijke ontwikkeling gedurende de gehele levensloop. Studenten verdiepen

zich in verschillende ontwikkelingsprocessen, waaronder cognitieve, emotionele en sociale —
aspecten, en hoe deze beinvloed worden door individuele, familiale en maatschappelijke factoren.

Het programma benadrukt een krachtgerichte benadering, waarbij positieve ontwikkeling en

veerkracht centraal staan in plaats van uitsluitend tekorten.

Curriculum

Dit éénjarige, voltijdse masterprogramma (60 ECTS) combineert theoretische cursussen,
praktische training en onderzoeksmogelijkheden. Het eerste deel van het programma omvat
vakken over ontwikkelingstheorieén, diagnostische methoden en interventiestrategieén.
Studenten voeren empirische onderzoeksprojecten uit en lopen stage om hun kennis in de praktijk
toe te passen. Het programma wordt afgesloten met een masterscriptie, waarin studenten
zelfstandig onderzoek doen naar een onderwerp binnen de ontwikkelingspsychologie naar eigen
keuze.

Toelating

Studenten moeten een bachelor Psychologie hebben afgerond, met voldoende vakken

binnen de ontwikkelingspsychologie. Specifieke eisen zijn onder meer minimaal 10 ECTS aan
ontwikkelingspsychologische cursussen, zoals Ontwikkelingspsychologie, Interventions in
Individual Development en Diagnostiek in de Ontwikkelingspsychologische Praktijk. Daarnaast
dienen kandidaten minimaal 5 ECTS aan communicatie- en diagnostische vaardigheden te
hebben, vergelijkbaar met de cursus Communicatie- en Diagnostische Vaardigheden die aan de
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen wordt gegeven.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden van deze opleiding zijn goed voorbereid op een loopbaan in uiteenlopende
sectoren, zoals onderwijs, gezondheidszorg en maatschappelijke dienstverlening.
Veelvoorkomende functies zijn ontwikkelingspsycholoog, onderwijsadviseur, kinder- en
jeugdtherapeut, onderzoeker en beleidsadviseur. Alumni zetten hun expertise in om gezonde
ontwikkeling en welzijn gedurende de levensloop te bevorderen, in samenwerking met individuen,
gezinnen en gemeenschappen.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, bezoek de officiéle pagina van de Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen.
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MASTER

Pedagogical Sciences (NL/ENG) -

Introduction

The Pedagogical Sciences Master programme at the University of Groningen offers four

distinct tracks (one in Dutch, three in English), allowing students to specialise in areas such as

Orthopedagogiek (Dutch), Ethics of Education (interdisciplinary and international), Youth 0-21, —
Society and Policy, or Deafblindness. These tracks emphasise a blend of empirical research,

theoretical reflection, and applied practice, positioning graduates to address pedagogical

challenges across diverse educational and societal contexts.

Curriculum

The programme spans 12 months (60 ECTS) and, depending on the chosen track, may be available
full-time or part-time. Each track provides specialised coursework tailored to its theme, such as
diagnostic and intervention practices in Orthopedagogiek, historically-informed critical pedagogy
in Pedagogiek, Cultuur & Onderwijs, youth policy and innovation in Jeugd: Beleid & Maatschappij,
or developmental impact of sensory impairments in Deafblindness. In addition to lectures and
seminars, students engage in small-scale, interactive learning experiences and supervised
research.

Admission

Admission procedures and entry criteria are determined per track. Typically, applicants require
a relevant bachelor degree (e.qg., in Education, Pedagogical Studies, Psychology, or Sociology).
Admission committees review individual preparation and may require premaster study if the
applicant's academic background needs strengthening.

Career prospects

Graduates go on to pursue careers as educational advisors, policy officers, curriculum developers,

leaders in educational management, or researchers. They find roles in schools, support services, —
policy agencies, ministries, consultancies, and other organisations committed to advancing

education, well-being, and inclusive practices.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER

Philosophy and Science

Introduction

The Philosophy and Science master programme provides an interdisciplinary bridge between your

own academic discipline—whether that be physics, medicine, psychology, economics, history, or

another field—and its philosophical underpinnings. You'll explore foundational questions such as —
what makes science reliable, how scientific progress unfolds, and whether science can operate

free from social or political influences. Delivered through philosophy-of-science courses, historical

perspectives, writing skills workshops, and tailored tutorials, the programme sharpens your

thinking and ability to engage in both scholarly and public discourse.

Curriculum

This 60 ECTS programme can be completed in one year (if taken after your main master
programme) or in two years alongside it. In the two-year format, the first semester introduces
general philosophy of science, while the second moves into discipline-specific philosophy,
supported by a writing skills course. The second year brings a historical perspective, two in-depth
tutorials, and culminates in a master thesis. In the one-year variant, these elements run in parallel
in the second semester. Adaptable scheduling, including evening classes and February and
September intakes, ensures it can harmoniously overlap with your main study programme.

Admission

Students must either be admitted to another master programme, already enrolled in one, or have
completed a master degree in a field other than Philosophy to be eligible. The programme serves
as a complementary master in philosophy that deepens your disciplinary expertise. English
proficiency is required, with minimum scores of IELTS 6.5 overall or TOEFL iBT 92 (requirements
may be waived for certain native speakers or educational backgrounds).

Career prospects —
Graduates emerge with strong critical thinking, writing, and interdisciplinary analysis skills—

making them well-suited for research careers, PhD trajectories, or roles in education, policy-

making, journalism, and consultancy. They are particularly valued in contexts where scientific

knowledge must be evaluated or translated for broader use, such as think tanks or advisory

positions at the intersection of science and society.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER
Sociologie

Introductie

Sociologie bestudeert de complexe wisselwerking tussen individuen en hun sociale omgeving
en onderzoekt de onbedoelde gevolgen van ogenschijnlijk eenvoudige interventies. Deze
masteropleiding biedt studenten de kennis en analytische vaardigheden om uiteenlopende
maatschappelijke vraagstukken te begrijpen en aan te pakken, bijvoorbeeld op het gebied

van beleid, sociale voorzieningen of bredere maatschappelijke systemen. Studenten kunnen
kiezen uit vijf specialisatietrajecten: Criminaliteit & Veiligheid, Gezondheid, Welzijn en Zorg,
Arbeid: Arbeidsrelaties & Levensloop, Politiek, Maatschappij & Beleid, en Sociologie van de
Netwerksamenleving. Afgestudeerden van deze specialisaties kunnen ook instromen in het
tweede jaar van de Educatieve Master Sociale Studies.

Curriculum

Deze voltijdse, eenjarige opleiding (60 ECTS) bestaat in het eerste semester uit drie verplichte
kernvakken die de fases van de beleidscyclus behandelen: Beleidsontwikkeling, Beleidsevaluatie
en Pro-sociaal Gedrag, aangevuld met twee keuzevakken binnen de gekozen specialisatie en
deelname aan een onderzoeksforum ter voorbereiding op de scriptie. In het tweede semester
voeren studenten een individueel onderzoeksproject uit en voltooien ze een stage van 10 ECTS en
een masterscriptie van 20 ECTS.

Toelating

Toelating vereist meestal een Nederlandse bachelor in Sociologie of het afronden van

een premaster Sociologie aan de Rijksuniversiteit Groningen. Kandidaten met een andere
academische achtergrond kunnen eveneens in aanmerking komen, mits zij worden goedgekeurd
door de toelatingscommissie en mogelijk de premaster volgen voordat ze kunnen starten met de
masteropleiding.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden werken onder meer als onderzoekers aan universiteiten en onderzoeksinstituten,
als beleidsmedewerker bij lokale en nationale overheden, als consultant bij adviesbureaus, of

als docent of journalist. Hun sociologische opleiding is waardevol in sectoren zoals welzijn,
gezondheidszorg, veiligheid en zowel publieke als private organisaties.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, bezoek de officiéle pagina van de Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen.
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MASTER
Talent Development and Creativity

Introduction

The Talent Development and Creativity master's programme at the University of Groningen

focuses on understanding and enhancing human potential across various domains, including

education, sports, arts, and the workplace. Students explore psychological theories and practical —
strategies to identify, nurture, and develop talent and creativity in individuals and organisations.

The programme emphasises a multidisciplinary approach, integrating insights from psychology,

education, and organisational studies to foster personal and professional growth.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time master's programme (60 ECTS) combines theoretical coursework, practical
training, and research opportunities. Core courses include Talent Development and Creativity,
Competence and Motivation, Talent Assessment, and Coaching. Students engage in hands-

on learning through internships, where they apply their knowledge in real-world settings. The
programme culminates in a Master's thesis, allowing students to conduct independent research
on topics related to talent development and creativity. Additionally, students have the opportunity
to obtain certifications in sport psychology and coaching, enhancing their professional
credentials.

Admission

Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree in Psychology or a closely related field. The programme
is particularly suited for students interested in the psychological aspects of talent and creativity.
Prospective students are encouraged to contact the study advisor for detailed information on
admission criteria and to discuss their academic background.

Career prospects

Graduates of this programme are well-prepared for careers in various sectors that focus on talent —
development and creativity. Common roles include coach, counsellor, or consultant in education,

sports, arts, and the workplace. Alumni may also work as selection psychologists, policy makers,

or researchers, applying their expertise to enhance individual and organisational performance.

The programme's strong connections with industry partners provide graduates with valuable

networking opportunities and potential career pathways.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER

Theory and History of Psychology

Introduction

The Theory and History of Psychology master's programme at the University of Groningen is

unique in Europe, focusing on understanding psychology as a science, discipline, and profession.

The programme delves into the social, methodological, philosophical, and conceptual issues —
underlying contemporary psychology. It appeals to students interested in exploring why

psychology has developed in its current form, how it has been understood historically, and how

it negotiates its boundaries with other sciences. The curriculum encourages critical thinking and

reflection on established truths, aiming to inspire students to envision how psychology could

evolve.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time master's programme (60 ECTS) combines theoretical study with practical
research. Students engage deeply with primary and secondary sources, examining historical

and contemporary perspectives in psychology. The programme emphasises active learning
through reading, writing, presenting ideas, and debating concepts. Students are encouraged to
explore qualitative methods and alternative approaches to contemporary scientific psychology.
The curriculum is designed to foster independent thinking, flexible reasoning, and effective
communication of complex ideas.

Admission

Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree in Psychology or a closely related field. The programme
is particularly suited for students who have a strong interest in the theoretical and historical
aspects of psychology. Specific admission requirements may include a background in research
methods, philosophy of science, or related disciplines. Prospective students are encouraged

to contact the study advisor for detailed information on admission criteria and to discuss their
academic background. —

Career prospects

Graduates of the Theory and History of Psychology Master's programme are well-prepared for
careers in academia, research institutions, and roles that require critical analysis and reflection
on psychological practices. Alumni may pursue PhD studies, engage in interdisciplinary research
projects, or contribute to the development of psychological theory and practice through various
professional avenues.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER

Theology & Religious Studies

Introduction

This one-year, full-time MA explores how religion intersects with pressing societal issues—such
as conflict, peace, globalisation, migration, heritage, identity, and diversity—and emphasises the
need for experts who understand religion’s role in cultural, social, and political contexts. The
programme offers five specialised tracks, each offering a unique interdisciplinary lens: Religion,
Conflict & Globalization; Anthropology of Religion & Culture; Heritage & Religion; Religion &
Pluralism, Ancient & Modern; and Spiritual Care (the latter taught in Dutch).

Curriculum

During the year, students complete approximately 30 ECTS of track-specific courses, undertake a
10 ECTS internship, and write a 20 ECTS master’s thesis. The average workload is about 40 hours
per week, including both class time and independent study. Optional opportunities include study
abroad, internships, or exchange placements for up to around 30 ECTS.

Admission

Applicants need a Bachelor’s degree in Religious Studies, Theology, Humanities, Arts, International
Organisations, Middle Eastern Studies, Philosophy, or a related field. If your background lies
outside these areas, direct admission may still be possible if you've completed certain relevant
minors or can show comparable academic preparation. Alternatively, a pre-Master’s programme
may be required in some cases. Proficiency in English is necessary unless already demonstrated
through prior academic credentials or recognised exemptions.

Career prospects

Graduates typically find roles as advisors, policymakers, journalists, educators, or researchers.
Opportunities exist in media, academia, and educational settings. Those from the Spiritual Care
track may pursue careers in pastoral or spiritual caregiving. The programme also serves as a solid
foundation for further academic study in Religious Studies or related fields.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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MASTER
Work, Organizational and Personnel Psychology

Introduction

The Work, Organizational and Personnel Psychology (WOP) master's programme at the University

of Groningen focuses on understanding human behaviour in the workplace and applying

psychological principles to improve organisational effectiveness and employee well-being. The —
programme addresses contemporary challenges such as hybrid work arrangements, leadership

development, employee motivation, and organisational change. Students are trained to translate

theoretical knowledge into practical solutions that enhance both individual and organisational

performance.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time master's programme (60 ECTS) combines theoretical coursework

with practical training. The curriculum includes courses on topics such as assessment and
selection, work stress and mental health, leadership, innovation, and coaching. Students have

the opportunity to obtain a coaching certificate, which can serve as a springboard to a career

in coaching, counselling, or personnel development. The programme emphasises a clear link
between theory and practice, equipping students with the skills needed to provide evidence-based
advice to organisations.

Admission

Applicants must hold a bachelor's degree in Psychology or a closely related field. The programme
is designed for students interested in applying psychological principles to organisational settings.
Prospective students are encouraged to contact the study advisor for detailed information on
admission criteria and to discuss their academic background.

Career prospects

Graduates of this programme are well-prepared for careers in various sectors, including human —
resources, organisational development, and consultancy. Common roles include personnel

psychologist, organisational consultant, HR advisor, and leadership coach. Alumni apply their

expertise to address organisational challenges, Enhance employees engagement, foster positive

workplace cultures and well being. Some graduates also pursue further academic research or PhD

opportunities in work and organisational psychology.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Behavioural and Cognitive Neurosciences

Introduction

The Research Master Behavioural and Cognitive Neurosciences at the University of Groningen

investigates the biological and psychological foundations of behaviour, cognition, and

consciousness. With a strong emphasis on interdisciplinarity, the programme combines —
approaches from behavioural neuroscience, cognitive science, modelling, and molecular and

clinical neuroscience. Students are trained to develop into independent researchers who can

contribute to advancing knowledge about the brain and behaviour, benefiting from Groningen’s

extensive research facilities and a collaborative academic environment.

Curriculum

The two-year, full-time curriculum (120 ECTS) is research-oriented and highly flexible. Students
begin with 20 ECTS of track-specific courses and 10 ECTS of multidisciplinary modules that
provide a shared foundation across the different fields of neuroscience. The heart of the
programme lies in research training: 90 ECTS are devoted to electives and two substantial
research projects, often conducted within active research groups at the university. Alongside
coursework, students take part in symposia, discussions, and collaborative activities, ensuring
exposure to the breadth of neuroscience while also developing specialised expertise in one of
the three tracks: Behavioural Neurosciences, Cognitive Neuroscience & Modelling, or Molecular &
Clinical Neurosciences.

Admission

Applicants holding a Bachelor's degree in Psychology are eligible to apply, provided they

demonstrate strong academic performance and sufficient preparation in relevant subject areas.

Admission is selective and based on factors such as motivation, research interests, and prior

academic results. International students may be asked to provide evidence of English proficiency,

and all applicants are expected to submit a letter of motivation outlining their research ambitions —
and preferred track. Supporting documents such as transcripts, writing samples, and academic

references are also part of the application process.

Career prospects

Graduates of the programme are well prepared for careers in academic research, with the majority
continuing into PhD trajectories—over 75 % of alumni obtain doctoral positions after graduation.
Beyond academia, the advanced research and analytical skills developed in the programme are
also valued in clinical psychology, neuropsychology, healthcare, the pharmaceutical sector, and
policy-related roles.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page. —
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RESEARCH MASTER
Behavioural and Social Sciences

Introduction

The two-year, full-time Research Master Behavioural and Social Sciences at the University

of Groningen is designed for students aiming at a career in research, either in academia or

in applied fields. From the outset, students choose one of three thematic domains—Mental
Health: Perspectives from Neuro- and Clinical Psychology, Individual Development in Social
Context, or Understanding Societal Change—each offering its own lens into human behaviour
and opportunities for further specialisation in areas such as Clinical Psychology, Developmental
Psychology, Sociology, or Environmental Psychology.

Curriculum

The curriculum combines advanced theoretical and methodological courses with research
practice. In the first year, students take core courses in theorising and advanced statistics
alongside theme-specific modules and electives tailored to their interests. The second year
centres on a traineeship within a multidisciplinary research project and culminates in an extensive
master’s thesis. Throughout the programme, students receive close mentorship—initially from a
theme mentor and later from their thesis supervisor—with ongoing support from a study advisor.

Admission

Admission is selective, with applicants expected to have a strong social sciences background—
such as Psychology, Sociology, or Educational Sciences—solid methodological training, and a
weighted average bachelor’s grade of at least 7.5 (or equivalent). The process requires proof of
English proficiency, a concise motivation letter outlining research ambitions and thematic fit, and
two academic referees; applicants may also be asked to complete an assignment or interview.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for PhD trajectories and other research-intensive careers, but also
find roles as research practitioners or policy advisors in both public and private sectors. For
students in the Mental Health or Individual Development domains, the degree further provides a
strong basis for scientist-practitioner careers that combine clinical or educational practice with
research.

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Interdisciplinary Research in Health Dynamics

Introduction

Health is more than just the absence of disease. It is shaped by body, mind, lifestyle and the world

around us. It is not a fixed state of well-being, but an ongoing ability to adapt, self-manage, and

maintain or regain balance in the face of life's challenges. The research master Interdisciplinary —
Research in Health Dynamics (IRHD) suits curious minds, with a heart for research and social

impact who want to approach complex health challenges from an interdisciplinary perspective. You

will become part of a close-knit cohort where you will learn to conduct research alongside leading

experts.

The IRHD programme offers you the chance to: Broaden your expertise and explore health from
multiple disciplines —from psychosocial sciences to biomdecial sciences, ¢ duct hands-on projects
from mental health to population well-being, dive into a research project of your choice! You choose
between one of two tracks: Mechanisms of Lifecourse Health or Strategies for Population Health

Curriculum

Throughout the first year, you will follow a combination of generic and track-specific courses.

The courses provide a solid foundation in research methods, statistics, academic skills, and
interdisciplinary perspectives on health. These are followed by more specialized courses that
reflect the content and methodologies of your chosen track, allowing you to deepen your knowledge
and skills in a focused area of interest. The second year revolves around your master thesis, along
with electives courses and/or an internship (based on your own interests).

Admission

IRHD is a selective research master and admits students from various backgrounds. Students with

a background in Psychology are directly eligible, without any additional requirements. For more

information about the application and selection procedure, please visit rug.nl/applyirhd —

Career prospects

Graduates of IRHD pursue a wide range of careers, both inside and outside academia. About 40%

of our students remain in academia after graduation, while and 60% pursue careers in the public
sector or in industry. Through the Career Perspective Series, offered during the programme, you'll be
introduced to a wide range of possible opportunities and learn what our alumni have chosen before
you to help you navigate your professional future. Typical roles include: PhD researcher, Public
Health Analyst, Applied scientist, Policy Advisor, Epidemiologist (Registered Epidemiologist A-level),
Lecturer, Data Scientist, Strategic Advisor

For more information about the programme, visit the official University of Groningen page. —
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Tilburg University

Discover your future at Tilburg University

Tilburg University is a leading research university in the Netherlands, renowned for its high-quality

education in social sciences, business, law, economics, and psychology. Our Master's programmes —
combine rigorous academic theory with practical application, preparing students for careers in

research, industry, public institutions, and beyond. With a diverse international student community

and strong connections to professional networks, Tilburg University offers an inspiring environment

to develop your expertise and launch your career.

Why choose Tilburg University?
+ Small-scale, interactive teaching and personal guidance from world-class professors.
Focus on applied research and evidence-based practice.
+ Excellent career support and strong connections with national and international organizations.
+ Vibrant campus in a safe, student-friendly city with excellent international accessibility.

Study advisors & student information
For questions about admissions, courses, or student life, options for contact can be found below:

« Education Coordinators
« Contact with a student
Student Desk

Explore our campus and programmes
Visit our website to explore our full range of master's programmes, learn about application
deadlines, and find detailed information on scholarships, housing, and student life.

Join a university where you can make a difference

Tilburg University offers you the opportunity to grow academically, personally, and professionally.
Become part of a global network of students and alumni, and prepare for a rewarding career that
shapes the future.

< TABLE OF CONTENT MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 120


https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/tutoring/education-coordinators
https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/contact
https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/students/studentdesk
https://www.tilburguniversity.edu/education/masters-programs

Tilburg University > TABLE OF CONTENT

® NIP membership possible

MASTER
Artificial Intelligence for Psychological Research

Introduction

The Artificial Intelligence for Psychological Research Master’s programme at Tilburg University

focuses on using artificial intelligence and computational methods to understand human behaviour.

The two-year interdisciplinary programme combines insights from Al, computational psychology, —
cognitive science, and research methodology, training students to translate complex behavioural

problems into data-driven research questions and actionable insights. Students develop advanced

analytical, programming, and methodological skills to address societal challenges and prepare for

careers in academic research, industry, or policymaking where behavioural data and computational

approaches are central.

Curriculum

The two-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, and a major research
component. In the first part of the programme, students follow core courses such as Programming
for Psychological Research, Computational Modeling of Behaviour, Statistics and Experimental
Design, and Al Methods in Psychology. From the second part onward, students engage in elective —
courses and a major research project, allowing them to apply computational and Al techniques

to psychological research questions. Elective options typically include courses such as Machine
Learning for Behavioural Data, Cognitive Modelling, Data Visualization and Analysis, Natural Language
Processing, and Advanced Experimental Methods. The programme concludes with a Master’s thesis,
in which students conduct independent research under supervision, often involving large-scale data
analysis, Al modeling, or computational simulations to answer behavioural science questions.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, Artificial Intelligence, Cognitive Science,
Data Science, or a related field with sufficient background in statistics, research methods, and
programming. Candidates should have experience in data analysis and quantitative research, and
some knowledge of programming languages such as Python or R is required. Students whose

prior education does not fully meet these requirements may be asked to complete a premaster or
bridging programme. Proficiency in English must be demonstrated through standardized tests such
as |ELTS or TOEFL.

Career prospects

Graduates are prepared for diverse roles at the intersection of psychology, data science, and

artificial intelligence. They work as behavioural data scientists, research analysts, computational

psychologists, Al specialists in human behaviour, or policy advisors. Alumni find positions in

academic research, tech companies, healthcare organizations, public institutions, and consultancy

firms. Many also continue toward PhD research or take on strategic roles applying computational —
and Al methods to complex societal and organisational challenges.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Children's Literature, Media & Cultural
Entrepreneurship

Introduction

This interdisciplinary Master's programme explores the role of children's literature and media in

shaping culture, identity, and education. The programme connects literary analysis with insights —
from media studies and entrepreneurship, equipping students to critically engage with narratives

for young audiences while developing creative and commercial skills for the cultural sector.

Curriculum

The two-year full-time Erasmus Mundus programme combines core courses, international mobility,
a specialisation track, and a major research component. In the first year, students follow shared
courses at the University of Glasgow and Aarhus University, focusing on the history, criticism, and
media adaptations of children’s literature. Optional summer schools at partner universities provide
further opportunities to deepen expertise in areas such as archives, digital methods, and publishing
practices. From the third semester onward, students engage in one of three tracks: Management

& Cultural Entrepreneurship (Université de Nantes), Film & Participatory Culture (University of —
Wroctaw), or Transcultural Trajectories (Tilburg University). Each track consists of compulsory
domain-specific courses and often an internship with publishers, libraries, or cultural organisations,
followed by the Master’s thesis. Elective options vary across partner institutions and typically
include courses on translation, canon formation, reviewing children’s and YA literature, fan fiction,
and children’s literature in diverse cultural contexts.

Admission

Applicants should have a relevant Bachelor’'s degree in the humanities or social sciences, such as
literature, media studies, education, or cultural studies. A strong command of English and academic
writing is required. A pre-Master's may be offered to students who do not meet all requirements.

Career prospects

Graduates work in publishing, education, cultural programming, children's media production, or as
cultural entrepreneurs. They are equipped to develop and manage youth-focused cultural projects,
contribute to educational innovation, or pursue academic research.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Clinical Neuropsychology

Introduction

This master’s programme focuses on the relationship between the brain and behaviour, with special
emphasis on the diagnosis and treatment of people with brain disorders. Students learn to identify
neuropsychological disorders in children, adults, and older adults, and are prepared for clinical work
within healthcare, rehabilitation, or elderly care.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, a practical internship,
and a major research component. In the first part of the programme, students follow four
compulsory core courses: Introduction to Clinical Neuropsychology, Cognitive Neuropsychology,
Neuropsychological Assessment, and Social Neuroscience. From the second part onward, students
engage in a practical internship and a Master’s thesis. The internship allows students to apply
theoretical knowledge in a clinical or research setting, while the thesis provides an opportunity

to conduct independent research on a topic related to clinical neuropsychology. Elective options
may include courses such as Brain Imaging Methods in Cognitive Neuropsychology and Advanced
Neuropsychological Assessment. The programme structure allows students to either follow a
specialised track by selecting relevant electives or create a broader programme by choosing
courses across different areas.

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in Psychology is required, including courses in cognitive psychology, neurology,
diagnostics, and statistics. Admission is by selection. A pre-master programme is available for
related degrees if the necessary background knowledge is lacking.

Career prospects

Graduates work as neuropsychologists, diagnostic researchers, or clinicians in mental health care,
hospitals, rehabilitation centres, or elderly care. Many graduates continue their training to become
healthcare psychologists (GZ-psychologists) or clinical neuropsychologists.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Communication and Information Sciences

Introduction

The Communication and Information Sciences Master’s programme focuses on understanding

communication in relation to current social and technological developments. The programme

combines insights from communication science, psychology, cognitive science, marketing, and

user experience design to study how communication works and how it can be improved in digital —
and organizational contexts. Students learn to develop evidence-based communication strategies,

analyse communication processes, and design effective media and communication tools, preparing

them for careers in both research and professional communication fields.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, research skills

modules, and a major research component. In the first part of the programme, students select core

elective courses, with the option to follow a specialisation track: Business Communication & Digital

Media, Communication and Cognition, New Media Design. In addition, students complete research

skills modules that develop methodological, analytical, and data-handling abilities. From the

second semester, students work on a Master’s thesis, focusing on a topic related to their chosen —
track or a broader theme in communication science. Elective options typically include courses

such as Interactive Storytelling, Social Media Marketing, Non-Verbal Communication, Online Public

Relations, Understanding Large Language Models, and Risk Communication.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in a relevant field, such as Communication and
Information Sciences, Communication Science, Linguistics, Psychology, Information Science,
Organization Studies, or Business Administration. Applicants with a different academic background
may also be admitted if they have sufficient knowledge of communication theory, social psychology,
psycholinguistics, or business communication. Depending on prior knowledge in methodology and
statistics, some students may be required to complete a pre-Master’'s programme before starting
the Master’s. Proficiency in English must be demonstrated through standardized tests such as
IELTS, TOEFL, or Cambridge English.

Career prospects

Graduates emerge prepared for diverse roles in communication, media, and data driven

environments. They work as communication consultants, user experience (UX) designers, digital

media strategists, communication analysts, campaign managers, public relations specialists, or

research professionals. Alumni find positions in both the private and public sectors, including

marketing agencies, tech companies, media organisations, government institutions, and

consultancy firms. Some continue to PhD research or take on strategic roles developing evidence

based communication solutions in complex organisational and societal contexts. —

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Data Science and Society

Introduction

This interdisciplinary Master's programme focuses on applying data science techniques to real-

world societal challenges. Students learn how to extract insights from large data sets, while

critically examining ethical, legal, and societal implications. The programme combines technical —
training in data science with courses on policy, communication, and societal impact, preparing

graduates to act as data translators between data experts and decision-makers.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, and a major research
component. In the first part of the programme, students follow shared core courses covering data
mining, machine learning, statistics and methodology, programming for data science, and data
regulation and law. From the second part onward, students engage in one of four specialisation
tracks: Business, Governance, Media, or Health, each consisting of two compulsory domain-specific
courses, followed by a Master's thesis. The Business track focuses on data-driven decision-

making and analytics in organisational contexts. The Governance track focuses on policy analytics, —
societal impact, and ethical use of data. The Media track addresses digital media analytics and
computational communication, while the Health track covers health data science and applications
in healthcare research. Elective options typically include courses such as Data Analytics for
Business, Governance and Policy Analytics, Media Signal Processing, and Health Data Science,
allowing students to tailor their programme to their professional or research interests.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor's degree in a relevant field, such as social sciences, economics,
communication, or liberal arts, with a demonstrated interest in data analysis and statistics.
Students with limited technical background may be required to follow a pre-Master’s programme to
acquire foundational skills in programming and statistics.

Career prospects

Graduates work as data analysts, data translators, policy advisors, and data-driven consultants in
public institutions, NGOs, or private companies. Their interdisciplinary skillset allows them to bridge
the gap between data scientists and societal stakeholders, ensuring responsible and impactful data
use.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Economic Psychology

Introduction

This English Master's programme explores how psychological insights can explain economic

behavior. Topics include consumer decision-making, financial behavior, marketing strategies, and

behavioral policy. The programme focuses on how people make (ir)rational choices in economic —
contexts and how this knowledge can be applied to influence behavior in business, finance, and

public policy.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, and a major research
component. In the first part of the programme, students follow shared core courses covering
financial decision-making, rational thinking, consumer analytics using big data, and psychology
and marketing. From the second part onward, students engage in an internship and a Master's
thesis. The internship allows students to apply theoretical knowledge in a practical setting, while
the thesis provides an opportunity to conduct independent research on a topic related to economic
psychology. Elective options typically include courses such as decision-making, tax fraud, emotions —
and decision-making, perspective-taking in economic games, and perceptions of doubt. The
programme structure allows students to either follow a specialised track by selecting relevant
electives or compose a more general programme by picking courses across all tracks.

Admission

Applicants should hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology or a related discipline with courses in
statistics and research methods. Pre-Master’s programmes are available for students with a related
background but insufficient preparation in psychological and methodological subjects.

Career prospects

Graduates typically work as consumer researchers, behavioral consultants, marketing analysts,
or policy advisors in both the private and public sector. They help organisations understand and
influence economic behavior using evidence-based psychological insights.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Health, Wellbeing and Society

Introduction

This interdisciplinary Master's programme examines health and well-being from a societal and

behavioral perspective. It explores how social, psychological, economic, and cultural factors

influence health outcomes and healthcare systems. The programme prepares students to design, —
implement, and evaluate policies and interventions aimed at improving public health and individual

well-being in an aging and diversifying society.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, and a major research
component. In the first part of the programme, students follow shared core courses covering topics
such as health and policy, health resilience and sustainability, and comparative social policy. From
the second part onward, students engage in an internship and a Master's thesis. The internship
allows students to apply theoretical knowledge in a practical setting, while the thesis provides an
opportunity to conduct independent research on a topic related to health, wellbeing, and society.
Elective options typically include courses such as the social structures of Western societies, health —
and policy, and comparative social policy. The programme structure allows students to either
follow a specialised track by selecting relevant electives or compose a more general programme by
picking courses across all tracks.

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in social sciences, health sciences, public administration, or a related field

is required. Applicants should have a solid background in research methods. A pre-Master’s
programme is available for students with a relevant but insufficiently methodological background.

Career prospects

Graduates work in public health organisations, government agencies, NGOs, health insurance
companies, or research institutes as policy advisors, health promoters, researchers, or programme
coordinators, focusing on health equity, aging, mental well-being, and healthcare innovation.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Human Resource Studies

Introduction

This Master's programme focuses on the strategic and evidence-based management of people

in organisations. Drawing on insights from psychology, sociology, economics, and management

studies, it explores topics such as talent management, organisational behaviour, and labour —
relations. The programme prepares students to analyse and design effective HR strategies that

contribute to both employee well-being and organisational performance.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, and a major research
component. In the first part of the programme, students follow six compulsory core courses: HR
Analytics, Mastering Your Research: Applied Methods in HRS, Workforce Strategies: A Macro
Approach, HR Strategy: A Balanced Approach, Organisational Change, and Professional and Career
Development. From the second part onward, students engage in an internship and a Master's
thesis. The internship allows students to apply theoretical knowledge in a practical setting, while
the thesis provides an opportunity to conduct independent research on a topic related to human —
resource studies. Elective options typically include courses such as Strategic HRM, Learning &
Development, Compensation & Benefits, Inclusive HRM, Strength-Based HRM, and HRM & Labor
Law. The programme structure allows students to either follow a specialised track by selecting
relevant electives or compose a more general programme by picking courses across all tracks. An
extended Masters’ programme is possible.

Admission

A Bachelor's degree in Human Resource Studies, Psychology, Business Administration, or a related
discipline is required. Applicants should have a solid foundation in research methods and statistics.
Pre-Master's programmes are available for students who need to meet these requirements.

Career prospects

Graduates work as HR specialists, consultants, talent managers, organisational advisors, or policy
officers in both the private and public sector. Their expertise allows them to bridge scientific
knowledge and HR practice in dynamic labour markets.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Klinische Forensische Psychologie -

Introductie

Deze Nederlandstalige masteropleiding richt zich op de geestelijke gezondheidszorg binnen het

forensisch domein, met aandacht voor zowel jongeren als volwassenen. In de richting Klinische

Forensische Psychologie verdiep je je in de achtergronden en mechanismen van delinquent gedrag, —
persoonlijkheidsstoornissen en delictgerelateerde risicofactoren, zowel vanuit een theoretisch als

klinisch perspectief. Na afronding van de opleiding beschik je over de expertise om psychiatrische

problematiek bij jeugdige én volwassen forensische cliénten te diagnosticeren en behandelen.

Curriculum

De eenjarige voltijd opleiding combineert kernvakken, keuzevakken, een stage en een major

onderzoekscomponent. In het eerste semester volgen studenten vier kernvakken: Forensische

Psychologie, Forensische Psychopathologie, Diagnostiek en Forensische Behandel- en

Zorgprogramma's. In het tweede semester kunnen studenten kiezen tussen een klinische stage

of drie specialisatievakken: Digitale Technologie in de Geestelijke Gezondheidszorg, Dialogische

Vaardigheden en Single Case Experimenteel Design. De opleiding wordt afgesloten met een —
masterthesis, waarin studenten onafhankelijk onderzoek doen naar een onderwerp gerelateerd aan

klinische forensische psychologie.

Toelating

Studenten moeten een bachelordiploma in Psychologie hebben met een relevante specialisatie,
zoals Klinische, Forensische, Ontwikkelings- of Medische Psychologie. Toelating vindt plaats
via een selectieprocedure. Studenten met een hbo-bachelordiploma komen niet in aanmerking.
Sommige studenten moeten een pre-Master volgen als hun achtergrond niet volledig aan de
vereisten voldoet.

Beroepsperspectieven

Forensisch psycholoog, diagnostisch onderzoeker of behandelaar in forensisch-psychiatrische
klinieken, justiti€le jeugdinrichtingen, gevangenissen of bijzondere jeugdzorginstellingen. Veel
afgestudeerden vervolgen hun opleiding richting GZ-psycholoog of klinisch forensisch psycholoog.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Klinische Kinder- en Jeugdpsychologie -

Introductie

Deze Nederlandstalige masteropleiding richt zich op de diagnostiek en behandeling van psychische

problemen bij kinderen en jongeren. Je leert ontwikkelingsproblemen herkennen en behandelen

binnen diverse contexten, zoals gezinnen, scholen en jeugdzorginstellingen. De opleiding —
combineert wetenschappelijke kennis over ontwikkeling en psychopathologie met praktijkgerichte

vaardigheden en voorbereiding op het BIG-registratietraject.

Curriculum

De eenjarige voltijdopleiding combineert kernvakken, keuzevakken en een major
onderzoekscomponent. In het eerste deel van het programma volgen studenten gezamenlijke
kernvakken, waaronder Ontwikkeling en ontwikkelingsproblemen bij kinderen, Ontwikkeling en
ontwikkelingsproblemen bij adolescenten, Diagnostiek en Dialoogvaardigheden. Vanaf het tweede
deel van het programma richten studenten zich op een stage en een masterthesis. De stage biedt
studenten de mogelijkheid om theoretische kennis in de praktijk toe te passen, terwijl de thesis
hen in staat stelt om onafhankelijk onderzoek te doen naar een onderwerp gerelateerd aan de —
klinische kinder- en jeugdpsychologie. Keuzevakken variéren en kunnen onderwerpen omvatten
zoals Gedragsproblemen, Angststoornissen, Depressie, Autisme, Schoolproblemen en Problemen
met identiteit en seksualiteit. De structuur van het programma stelt studenten in staat om zich te
specialiseren door relevante keuzevakken te selecteren of een breder programma samen te stellen
door vakken uit verschillende gebieden te kiezen.

Toelating

Een Bachelor in de Psychologie is vereist, inclusief vakken over ontwikkelingspsychologie,
diagnostiek, statistiek en klinische vaardigheden. De opleiding hanteert een selectieprocedure.
Studenten zonder volledige vooropleiding kunnen in aanmerking komen voor een pre-master.

Beroepsperspectieven

Kinder- en jeugdpsycholoog in de GGZ, jeugdzorg of speciaal onderwijs. Ze zijn voorbereid op
vervolgopleidingen zoals de GZ-opleiding of werken als diagnostisch onderzoeker, behandelaar of
adviseur in beleidsfuncties rondom jeugd en opvoeding.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Klinische Psychologie -

Introductie

De master Klinische Psychologie richt zich op het begrijpen, diagnosticeren en behandelen

van psychische stoornissen bij kinderen, jongeren en volwassenen. De opleiding combineert

theoretische kennis met praktische vaardigheden en bereidt studenten voor op het werken —
in de geestelijke gezondheidszorg. Studenten leren diagnostische instrumenten toepassen,

behandelplannen op te stellen en evidence-based interventies uit te voeren.

Curriculum

De éénjarige voltijdopleiding combineert kernvakken, keuzevakken, een stage en een major

onderzoekscomponent. In het eerste semester volgen studenten vier kernvakken: Klinische

Psychologie, Diagnostiek, Behandelmethoden en Ouderenpsychologie. In het tweede semester

kunnen studenten kiezen tussen een klinische stage of drie specialisatievakken: Digitale

Technologie in de Geestelijke Gezondheidszorg, Dialogische Vaardigheden en Single Case

Experimenteel Design. De opleiding wordt afgesloten met een masterthesis, waarin studenten

onafhankelijk onderzoek doen naar een onderwerp gerelateerd aan klinische psychologie. —

Toelating

Studenten moeten een bachelordiploma in Psychologie hebben met een relevante specialisatie,
zoals Klinische, Forensische, Ontwikkelings- of Medische Psychologie. Toelating vindt plaats

via een selectieprocedure. Studenten met een hbo-bachelordiploma komen niet in aanmerking.
Sommige studenten moeten een premasterprogramma volgen als hun achtergrond niet volledig aan
de vereisten voldoet.

Beroepsperspectieven

Afgestudeerden werken als klinisch psycholoog, diagnostisch onderzoeker of behandelaar in de
geestelijke gezondheidszorg, ziekenhuizen, revalidatiecentra of ouderenzorg. Veel afgestudeerden
vervolgen hun opleiding richting GZ-psycholoog of klinisch psycholoog.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Management of Cultural Diversity

Introduction

This English-taught Master's programme explores how organisations can effectively manage

cultural diversity in an increasingly globalised and multicultural world. Drawing on insights from

sociology, anthropology, organisational studies, and intercultural communication, the programme —
focuses on diversity and inclusion in the workplace, public services, and international contexts.

Students learn to design and implement policies that foster equitable, inclusive, and productive

environments.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, and a major research
component. In the first part of the programme, students follow shared core courses, including
Cultural Identity and Diversity, Cultural Diversity Policies, Intercultural Communication On and
Offline, and Inclusion and Organisations. From the second part onward, students engage in a
major research component, allowing them to apply theoretical knowledge to real-life cases within
companies and organisations. Elective options typically include courses such as Globalisation and —
Migration, Multiculturalism and Identity, Ethnography and Discourse Analysis, and Popular Culture
and Society. The programme structure allows students to either follow a specialised track by
selecting relevant electives or compose a more general programme by picking courses across all
tracks.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in the social sciences (e.g., sociology, anthropology,
public administration, psychology) or a related field, with sufficient training in research methods. A
pre-Master’s is available for students whose background lacks some core components.

Career prospects

Graduates work as diversity and inclusion officers, HR specialists, intercultural consultants,
policy advisors, or researchers in NGOs, multinational companies, governments, and international
organisations. Their skills are in demand wherever inclusive practices are needed in diverse
environments.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Medische Psychologie -

Introductie

Deze Nederlandstalige masteropleiding richt zich op de wisselwerking tussen lichamelijke

gezondheid en psychisch functioneren. Je leert hoe psychologische factoren ziekte beinvioeden

en hoe je patiénten met chronische of acute aandoeningen psychologisch kunt begeleiden. De —
opleiding bereidt je voor op een loopbaan binnen ziekenhuizen, revalidatiecentra of de geestelijke

gezondheidszorg, en sluit aan bij de eisen voor de GZ-opleiding.

Curriculum

De tweejarige voltijdopleiding combineert kernvakken, keuzevakken, stages en een major
onderzoekscomponent. In het eerste jaar volgen studenten gezamenlijke kernvakken,

waaronder Stress en Gezondheid, Seksuologie, Klinische Gezondheidspsychologie in Medische
Wetenschappen en Psychologische Diagnostiek. Vanaf het tweede jaar richten studenten zich op
een stage en een masterthesis. De stage biedt studenten de mogelijkheid om theoretische kennis
in de praktijk toe te passen, terwijl de thesis hen in staat stelt om onafhankelijk onderzoek te doen
naar een onderwerp gerelateerd aan medische psychologie. Keuzevakken kunnen onderwerpen —
omvatten zoals Pathologie, Cognitieve Gedragstherapie en Gezondheidsbevordering. De structuur
van het programma stelt studenten in staat om zich te specialiseren door relevante keuzevakken
te selecteren of een breder programma samen te stellen door vakken uit verschillende gebieden te
kiezen.

Toelating

Een Bachelor in de Psychologie is vereist, met vakken in gezondheidspsychologie, diagnostiek,
psychopathologie en onderzoeksmethoden. Er geldt een selectieprocedure. Studenten met een
verwante opleiding kunnen mogelijk een pre-master volgen.

Beroepsperspectieven

Medisch psycholoog in ziekenhuizen, revalidatie-instellingen of GGZ-centra. Ze begeleiden
patiénten bij het omgaan met ziekte, therapietrouw en revalidatie. Veel afgestudeerden stromen
door naar de GZ-opleiding of kiezen voor functies in beleid, onderzoek of gezondheidsbevordering.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Organization and Management Studies

Introduction

This English-taught Master's programme focuses on understanding and managing organisations in
a rapidly changing global environment. It examines organisational behavior, institutional dynamics,
innovation, and change from a social science perspective. With strong roots in sociology and
organization theory, the programme prepares students to analyse complex organisational issues
and develop evidence-based strategies for improvement and innovation.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, elective courses, and a major

research component. In the first semester, students follow six core courses: Organising Strategy
and Entrepreneurship, Evidence-Based Intervention, Complexity within Organisations, Societal
Developments and Institutions, Interorganisational Relationships, and Organisational Dynamics.
Students also participate in a Master's Seminar in Organisation and Management Studies. From the
second semester onward, students engage in a Master's thesis, allowing them to apply theoretical
knowledge to real-life organisational challenges. Elective options typically include courses

such as Strategic Decision Making, Organisation Development, and Relations and Networks of
Organisations. The programme structure allows students to either follow a specialised track by
selecting relevant electives or compose a more general programme by picking courses across all
tracks.

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in sociology, business administration, public administration, organisational
studies, or a related field is required. Students must also have academic training in research
methods. A pre-Master’s is available for students with relevant but incomplete backgrounds.

Career prospects

Graduates work as organisational consultants, policy advisors, HR professionals, innovation
managers, or researchers. They are employed in a variety of sectors including government,
consultancy firms, non-profits, and multinational companies.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Politics, Policy and Societal Development

Introduction

This English-taught Master's programme focuses on the intersection of politics, public policy, and
societal change. Students explore how political institutions and policy processes influence social
development, inequality, and governance at local, national, and international levels. With a strong
emphasis on empirical research and policy analysis, the programme prepares graduates to work in
complex political and societal environments.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses and a major research component. In the
first semester, students follow core courses such as Social Changes and Sustainable Development,
Comparative Social Policy, and Hybrid Organisations. In the second semester, students engage

in a major research component, allowing them to apply theoretical knowledge to real-life societal
challenges. Elective options typically include courses like Politics and Society in Comparative
Perspective and Health and Policy. The programme structure allows students to either follow a
specialised track by selecting relevant electives or compose a more general programme by picking
courses across all tracks.

Admission

Applicants must have a Bachelor's degree in political science, sociology, public administration,
or another relevant social science discipline. A solid background in research methods and
social theory is expected. A pre-Master’s is available for students with related but incomplete
backgrounds.

Career prospects

Graduates work as policy advisors, political analysts, researchers, or consultants in government
agencies, international organisations, NGOs, or think tanks. They are equipped to analyse and
influence public policy and political developments in diverse societal contexts.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Positive Psychology and Well-Being

Introduction

This English-taught Master’s programme focuses on the science of well-being, happiness,

strengths, and human potential. Rooted in positive psychology, the programme examines how

individuals and communities thrive, and how psychological principles can be applied to promote —
mental health, resilience, and optimal functioning. It combines academic rigor with practical tools

to help students become professionals in the field of well-being.

Curriculum

This one-year Master consists of four core courses, followed by an internship and a Master’s thesis.
In the first two blocks, students follow shared core courses, covering foundational theory and
relational skills in positive psychology. The core courses include: Introduction and Theories about
Positive Psychology, Mastering Relationships, Positive Psychology Interventions and Assessment,
and Positive Institutions. From block 3 onward, students engage with more applied content and
immerse themselves in the internship while preparing for their thesis.

Admission

A Bachelor's degree in Psychology or a related study with sufficient academic knowledge in the
field of Social, Economic, or Work & Organisational Psychology. You must also have advanced
knowledge of research methods and statistics. International students must also provide evidence
of proficiency in English.

Career prospects

Graduates work as well-being coaches, mental health practitioners, HR professionals, policy
advisors, or researchers in areas such as mental health promotion, education, organisational well-
being, and public health. They apply scientific knowledge to improve quality of life at both individual
and community levels.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Sociaal Werk

Introductie

Deze Nederlandstalige masteropleiding is gericht op het verdiepen van theoretische en praktische
kennis in het sociaal werk. De opleiding combineert inzichten uit sociologie, psychologie, beleid
en recht om studenten voor te bereiden op complexe praktijksituaties in zorg, welzijn, jeugdhulp,
participatie en integratie. Er is veel aandacht voor maatschappelijke vraagstukken zoals armoede,
uitsluiting, migratie en kwetsbaarheid, met een nadruk op evidence-based handelen.

Curriculum

Dit eenjarige programma bestaat uit 2 kernvakken, 2 specialisatievakken, het voorbereidende vak
Master Seminar Sociologie, en de masterscriptie. Tijdens de master doe je kennis op via (werk)
colleges, groepsopdrachten, presentaties, workshops en het schrijven van onderzoeksrapporten en
beleidsnotities. Praktijkervaring doe je op door gastcolleges en opdrachten in samenwerking met
maatschappelijke partners van Tranzo.

Je kunt eind augustus of eind januari aan de Master beginnen. Studenten die in januari starten,
beginnen met de vakken van blok 3 en beginnen in blok 4 met hun masterscriptie.
Let op: enkele vakken worden gegeven in het Engels.

Toelating

Een relevante HBO- of WO-bachelor in bijvoorbeeld Social Work, Pedagogiek, Sociologie of
Psychologie. HBO-studenten volgen doorgaans eerst een pre-Master. Werkervaring in het sociaal
domein kan een voordeel zijn in de toelatingsprocedure.

Beroepsperspectieven

Beleidsadviseur, sociaal werker, projectleider, of codrdinator in welzijnsorganisaties, gemeenten,
jeugdzorg, ouderenzorg of het onderwijs. Ze vervullen ook rollen in onderzoek, innovatie of
management binnen het sociaal domein.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Sociology: Politics, Policy and Society in Comparative
Perspective

Introduction

This English-taught Master's programme offers a sociological analysis of how societies deal with
contemporary challenges such as inequality, migration, labor market transformations, and social
cohesion. Students learn to compare societal developments across countries and understand how
political and policy frameworks shape these dynamics. The programme trains students to become
critical thinkers and policy-oriented researchers in a global context.

Curriculum

This one-year Master consists of five core courses, followed by a Master thesis. There is also an
opportunity to follow the Extended Master’'s programme, which adds a research internship to the
regular programme.

The Master’'s programme has three orientations: social, research and policy. In the socially oriented
part of the programme, you will investigate politics at the individual, group and institutional levels.
In the research orientation, you will gain research skills to critically analyse questions and prepare
for your Master's thesis. In the policy orientation, you will investigate the effect of social policy on
behavior and society, assess their effectiveness, and write a policy paper.

You can start at the end of August or at the end of January. Students who start in January will begin
with the course from block 3 and start their Master's thesis in block 4.

Admission

A Bachelor's degree in sociology or a related social science discipline is required. Applicants should
have prior coursework in research methods and theory. A pre-Master’s is available for students
whose academic background is relevant but incomplete.

Career prospects

Graduates work as policy advisors, researchers, consultants, or project coordinators in government,
NGOs, international organisations, or research institutes. Their expertise in comparative analysis
equips them to address social challenges across different institutional and cultural contexts.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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MASTER
Work and Organizational Psychology

Introduction

This English Master’s programme at Tilburg University focuses on understanding human behaviour
in work and organisational contexts. The programme combines academic theory with practical
application, training students to analyse workplace dynamics, improve employee well-being, and
implement evidence-based interventions. Students gain insight into topics such as personnel
selection, leadership, team functioning, and organisational change, preparing them for careers in
both research and applied organisational settings.

Curriculum

The one-year full-time programme combines core courses, an internship, and a major research
component. In the first two periods, students follow four core courses: Personnel Psychology,
Work Group Psychology, Leadership and Organisation, and Workplace Well-Being. From block 3
onward, students engage in an internship, allowing them to apply theoretical knowledge to real-life
organisational challenges. In the final period, students work on their Master's thesis, conducting
independent research on a topic related to work and organisational psychology. The programme
structure allows students to specialise by selecting electives or compose a more general
programme by choosing courses across different areas.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor's degree in Psychology with sufficient knowledge in research
methods, statistics, and relevant areas of social, economic, or work and organisational psychology.
Evidence of having conducted and reported a quantitative empirical study, such as a Bachelor’s
thesis, is required. Applicants whose prior education does not fully meet these requirements may
need to complete a pre-Master’s programme. Proficiency in English must also be demonstrated
through standardised tests such as IELTS or TOEFL.

Career prospects

Graduates are prepared for diverse roles such as HR consultant, organisational consultant,
behavioral scientist, policy advisor, or researcher. They work in both public and private sectors,
including consultancy firms, health organisations, government institutions, and large corporations.
Many graduates also continue their training toward PhD research or professional qualifications
such as GZ-psychologist or clinical psychologist roles in organisational contexts.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Communication, Cognition and Digital Culture -

Introduction

This two-year, English-taught Research Master’s programme provides in-depth training in

communication science, cognitive psychology, and digital culture. Students explore how people

understand and create meaning in an increasingly digital world, using both qualitative and —
quantitative methods. The programme emphasises theory-driven and data-informed research,

preparing graduates for PhD trajectories or research-intensive careers in academia, media, or tech.

Curriculum

The programme combines core courses, compulsory electives, research-skill development and
a Master’s thesis. In the first year, students follow six core courses (Foundations of Language
and Communication, two parts of Statistics & Experimental Methods, Lab Rotation, Research
Orientation, and a Term Paper). Alongside those, they take four compulsory electives, as well as
three research-skills modules.

In the second year, students continue with core courses through Lab Rotation, Grant Proposal —
Writing and Societal Impact, select one compulsory elective, take one research-skills elective, and
devote the final blocks to their Master’s thesis.

Elective options are grouped into five profiles: Cognition and Communication, Business
Communication and Persuasion, Digital Media and Communication, Online Culture, and Linguistic
Anthropology. Students can specialise in one of those or mix across them depending on their
academic interests.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’'s degree in communication science, cognitive science, psychology,
linguistics, or a related discipline. A strong academic record and solid foundation in research
methodology are essential. Admission is selective, and English proficiency is required.

Career prospects

Graduates pursue PhD positions or become researchers in media, communication, UX design,
education, or digital policy. They work for universities, think tanks, tech companies, cultural
institutions, and NGOs, contributing to the understanding and shaping of digital communication in
society.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Psychology: Individual Differences and Assessment -

Introduction

This two-year, English-taught Research Master’'s programme focuses on understanding

psychological differences between individuals, and how these differences can be measured,

analysed, and applied. Students study intelligence, personality, psychopathology, and —
psychometrics, and develop strong methodological skills. The programme prepares students for

academic research careers or positions requiring advanced expertise in psychological assessment

and individual variation.

Curriculum

This Master combines fundamental courses, electives, hands-on research projects, traineeships,
and a Master thesis. In the first year, students take shared core courses along with methodological
and statistical training, programming, and a first-year research paper. From the second year onward
students choose from applied electives related to individual differences in work or health, continue
with core courses, and carry out their Master’s thesis.

Admission

Applicants need a Bachelor’s degree in psychology or a closely related discipline. Strong academic
performance, especially in statistics and methodology, is essential. Admission is selective, and a
motivation letter and academic references may be required.

Career prospects

Graduates pursue PhD positions or work as researchers, test developers, psychometricians,
or assessment specialists in academia, psychological institutes, HR, or clinical settings. Their
expertise in individual differences is applicable in diagnostics, policy-making, and education.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Social and Behavioural Sciences

Introduction

This two-year, English-taught Research Master is designed for students who aim to pursue a PhD or

a research-intensive career in the social and behavioral sciences. The programme offers advanced

methodological and theoretical training, with the opportunity to specialise in one of four tracks: —
Social Psychology, Individual Differences and Assessment, Sociology or Methodology and Statistics

Students benefit from small-scale teaching, direct interaction with faculty, and opportunities to

engage in research projects from early on.

Curriculum

The core structure across all tracks consists of 13 core courses, 3 track-specific courses, a first
year paper, a Master's thesis, and both internal and (inter)national traineeships.

During the first year, students will take all the core courses and one track-specific course in block 2.
During the second year, students will take two track-specific courses apart from the core courses,
the Master's thesis, and traineeships.

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in psychology, sociology, methodology, or a related field with strong academic
results is required. Students should have substantial prior training in statistics and research
methods. Admission is selective. English proficiency is mandatory.

Career prospects

Graduates typically continue with a PhD programme or work as researchers, data analysts, or
consultants in universities, research institutes, NGOs, government, or industry. The programme lays
the groundwork for an academic or research-focused career.

For more information about the programme, go to the website.
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Founded in 1636, Utrecht University has grown into a leading research institution located in
the heart of the Netherlands, celebrated for its dynamic campus, international orientation and
multidisciplinary ethos. —

Choosing a Master's degree at Utrecht University offers you the opportunity to immerse yourself in
an environment where teaching is closely intertwined with research. You will study under lecturers
and researchers who are foremost in their fields, working in small-group settings that encourage
dialogue, inquiry and collaboration. The university is particularly proud of its commitment to
linking education and cutting-edge research, thereby enabling you to develop advanced knowledge
while contributing to meaningful, real-world contexts.

What makes Utrecht University stand out is its broad catalogue of English-taught Master’s

programmes across disciplines - from life sciences and social sciences to the humanities and law.

This means you can find a programme that aligns with your interests while enjoying the benefits —
of an international classroom setting. More than half of the Master’s programmes are offered in

English, and a significant number of students come from outside the Netherlands, contributing to

a multicultural academic atmosphere.

The university’s organisation into graduate schools ensures that Master’s students are part of
vibrant research communities where they interact not only with fellow students but also with PhD
candidates and faculty researchers from related fields. This structure enhances your exposure to
interdisciplinary thinking and the kind of networking that can serve your professional growth.

Beyond academics, studying in Utrecht offers a rich student life. The city is centrally located

in The Netherlands and boasts quaint canals, historic architecture and a lively cultural scene.
For international students, this translates into a comfortable and socially engaging stay, with
numerous associations, activities and support systems available.

Contact & Further Information
If you are interested in learning more about the Master’s programmes, Admission or the inter-
national student experience at Utrecht University, please feel free to reach out or visit the website.

Telephone: +31 30 253 26 70
WhatsApp: +31 6 41 634 378
Email: study@uu.nl
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The Applied Cognitive Psychology Master’'s programme at Utrecht University focuses on the
mechanisms of human cognition in applied settings. Students learn to apply cognitive theories to
real-world problems in domains such as media, education, and human-computer interaction. —

The curriculum consists of compulsory courses, electives, a research internship, and a Master’s

thesis. Early in the programme, students follow Applied Cognitive Psychology Research Toolbox,

which provides essential skills in designing experiments, analysing behaviour, and applying

research methods. Another required course, Research in a Commercial Setting, trains students to

conduct research in professional environments and work with external stakeholders. Throughout

the year, Academic Professional supports the development of professional and scientific

communication skills. Students can choose electives that allow them to specialize in areas such

as media, ergonomics, signalling, or human-computer interaction. The programme culminates

in an internship and an independent Master’s thesis, often carried out in collaboration with —
organisations outside the university.

Admission requires an academic Bachelor’s degree in Psychology or a closely related field, with
sufficient background in cognitive psychology and research methodology. Applicants must
demonstrate the ability to analyse and interpret behavioural data. Because the programme

is taught entirely in English, international applicants may need to provide proof of English
proficiency. In some cases, additional preparatory coursework or an interview may be required.

Graduates pursue careers as applied researchers, usability or user-experience specialists, media
or communication consultants, or policy advisors in sectors such as design, ICT, transportation,
or safety. The programme also offers a strong foundation for those aiming to continue into PhD
research in cognitive psychology or related fields.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Applied Data Science Master’s programme at Utrecht University is a one-year fast-paced

programme that teaches students how to apply data science techniques across domains such as

health, social media, environment, and business. The programme combines technical expertise —
with awareness of the societal impact of data, preparing graduates to transform data into

actionable insights.

This one-year programme includes coursework and a master’s thesis. Students must complete

a mandatory multidisciplinary course (for example, Data Wrangling and Data Analysis) and

participate in a colloquium series covering topics such as Data Science Practice and Data Ethics.

They also choose four elective courses from a list that includes options like Epidemiology and

Big Data, Spatial Statistics and Machine Learning, Text & Media Analytics, and Using Data from

Routine Care. The programme concludes with a thesis based on a research project, which may be

conducted at the university or in collaboration with an external organisation. —

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in a relevant field (e.g., computer science, psychology,
or another discipline) and demonstrate sufficient background in programming, statistics, and data
analysis. Admission may differ for Dutch and international students.

Graduates are in high demand across sectors including government, consultancy, health, finance,
and industry. Alumni work as data scientists, analysts, consultants, or developers, contributing
to solving real-world data challenges. While the programme is applied in nature and does not
primarily prepare for a PhD, graduates are equipped with strong skills for professional careers.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Artificial Intelligence Master's programme at Utrecht University is a two-year research-
oriented programme that integrates informatics, logic, cognitive psychology, philosophy, and
linguistics. It focuses on the design and development of algorithms, models, and techniques to
build intelligent systems, with attention to reasoning, learning, and societal applications.

This two-year programme includes a course component and a substantial research component.
Students complete compulsory courses such as Methods in Al Research and Philosophy of A.l.,
and then choose from a range of electives like Advanced Machine Learning, Cognitive Modeling,
Computational Argumentation, Natural Language Processing, and Social Computing. The
curricular path culminates in a research thesis and project under supervision within the university
or in collaboration with an external research institute or company.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Artificial Intelligence, Computer Science, Cognitive
Science, or a related field. They must demonstrate strong foundations in mathematics,
programming, and logic. Additional requirements may apply to international applicants.

Graduates pursue both academic and professional careers. Alumni enter PhD programmes

in Al and related disciplines, or take up roles in banking, insurance, consultancy, government,
telecommunications, and software companies. Many are involved in developing new Al products,
managing projects, or launching start-ups in emerging markets.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Clinical Child and Adolescent Psychology master’'s programme at Utrecht University

focuses on the assessment, treatment and prevention of psychological problems in children

and adolescents. The one-year programme blends developmental psychopathology, diagnostics, —
evidence-based interventions and clinical practice, training you both as a scientist and a

practitioner. You will learn how emotional, behavioural and social issues develop in youth, and how

to intervene effectively using research-driven and clinically-informed methods.

This full-time programme combines theoretical training, research experience and clinical
practice. Students follow core courses such as Effective Mental Health Intervention for Youth
and Introduction to Cognitive Behavioural Therapy for Youth, in which they learn how to assess
and treat psychological difficulties in young people. Throughout the programme they develop
professional skills in the year-long course Academic Professional, reflecting on their role and
responsibilities as future clinical practitioners. In addition, students choose an elective course —
to specialise in a topic that matches their interests, such as neurodevelopmental disorders or
preventive. A substantial part of the programme is the clinical internship, where students apply
diagnostic and therapeutic techniques in real clinical or youth care settings, for example in child
and adolescent psychiatry or educational support services. The programme concludes with a
master’s thesis based on an independent research project in the field of child and adolescent
mental health, integrating scientific evidence with clinical practice.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology (or a closely related field) with sufficient
background in developmental and clinical psychology, including diagnostic and therapeutic skills.
The programme is internationally oriented, and you must meet the university’s criteria for
academic background and language proficiency. For degrees obtained outside the Netherlands,
equivalence will be assessed. Additional courses may be required for international students.

Graduates are equipped for a variety of roles in which they apply their specialist knowledge of

youth psychology. Career paths include clinical child & adolescent psychologist, diagnostics

specialist, policy advisor in youth mental health services, researcher in developmental or clinical

psychopathology, or consultant in youth care systems. Many graduates also pursue postgraduate

training or professional accreditation (for example registration as a youth psychologist or school

psychologist in the Netherlands), leveraging their Master’s qualification for advanced clinical

practice. —

For more information, go to the website.
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The Clinical Psychology master’s programme at Utrecht University equips students to understand,

diagnose and treat a wide range of mental health problems. The programme seamlessly

integrates clinical theory, evidence-based practice and research: you will engage with both —
prevailing psychological disorders (such as anxiety, trauma, depression) and emerging issues at

the interface of health and behaviour.

The one-year full-time programme brings together in-depth theoretical courses, hands-on clinical

experience and research training. Students deepen their knowledge of psychopathology and

therapeutic approaches such as cognitive behavioural therapy and trauma/grief interventions,

while also developing competence in research methods and translating scientific insights

into practice. The internship places students in multidisciplinary clinical settings often where

psychological, biological, social and organisational factors converge, allowing them to function

in teams and apply diagnostic and treatment skills in real-world mental healthcare contexts. —
Meanwhile the Master’s thesis gives students the opportunity to design and execute a substantive

research project, drawing on current scientific theories and clinical practices to contribute to our

understanding of mental health and illness.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology with sufficient background in clinical
psychology, diagnostics, and research methods. Students require specific courses to meet post-
master clinical training requirements.

Graduates are prepared for careers as clinical psychologists, diagnostics specialists, policy
advisors, or researchers in mental health settings. Many continue with postgraduate training to
become licensed healthcare psychologists.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Cultural Anthropology: Sociocultural Transformation research Master offers in-depth training

in the study of cultural diversity, identity, and processes of social transformation. Students explore

how globalisation, conflict, religion, and inequality shape everyday life across the world. A strong —
emphasis is placed on ethnography and qualitative research, preparing students for careers that

require cross-cultural understanding and analytical depth.

This two-year English-taught programme combines rigorous theory with methodological training.

Year 1 includes seminars on power, politics, ethnicity, religion, gender, violence, and globalisation.

Students acquire advanced ethnographic skills, such as participant observation, interviewing, and

discourse analysis, and design their own research projects. Year 2 centres on independent fieldwork

(often abroad), followed by data analysis, a writing seminar, and a thesis (15 ECTS). Throughout the

programme, students are embedded in the research community at Utrecht University’s Department

of Cultural Anthropology. —

Applicants must hold an academic Bachelor's degree in social or behavioural sciences. Psychology
graduates are admissible if they have a background in qualitative research methods and a strong
interest in sociocultural approaches (20 ECTS in anthropology courses). A minimum average

grade between 7.0 and 7.5. Demonstrated academic writing skills, methodological training, and
motivation for fieldwork are essential. English proficiency is required (IELTS = 7.0 or equivalent).

Graduates are equipped to pursue academic careers, including PhD research in anthropology,
cultural studies, or related fields. Alumni also work in NGOs, international organisations,
governmental institutions, cultural heritage centres, and human rights or development agencies.
Their expertise is valued in roles that require cross-cultural communication, ethnographic
research, and critical analysis of social issues.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Development and Socialisation in Childhood and Adolescence (DaSCA) Master’s programme —
at Utrecht University provides theoretical and methodological foundations to analyse children’s

and adolescents’ socio-emotional development. The programme focuses on both normal and

abnormal development, examining how family, peers, and culture influence growth, and pays

explicit attention to interventions and risk factors.

DaSCA is a two-year research-driven programme. In the first year, students integrate theory,

methodology, and statistics through courses on human development, developmental

psychopathology, peer and cultural contexts, and advanced statistics. Research practicals provide

hands-on experience. The second year includes further theory and methodology courses, an

internship, and the Master’s thesis. All courses are taught in English, attracting an international —
student body and staff.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in developmental psychology, pedagogy, or
interdisciplinary social sciences. They must demonstrate a solid foundation in methodology,
statistics, and developmental theory. Additional requirements may apply to international students.

Around 65% of graduates continue to PhD programmes at institutions in the Netherlands
and abroad, while 35% pursue professional research careers outside academia. Alumni work
as researchers in welfare or education, clinicians, software developers, teachers, and senior
policymakers. Graduates are highly sought after in both academic and applied contexts.

For more information, go to the website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 150


https://www.uu.nl/en/masters/development-and-socialisation-childhood-and-adolescence

Utrecht University > TABLE OF CONTENT

O NIP membership dependent of chosen courses/thesis combined with bachelor in Psychology

RESEARCH MASTER

The Educational Sciences: Learning in Interaction Master’s programme at Utrecht University

explores the complex interactions between development, education, and learning. It examines

how educational processes relate to the cognitive and social development of children, youth, —
and adults. The programme emphasises that learning is always interactive: we learn through

engagement with others, such as teachers and peers, and with artefacts in our environment,

such as technology and books. Within a small-scale academic community, students learn about

research by conducting research themselves.

The two-year full-time programme combines theoretical depth with hands-on research experience.

The first year focuses on developing general theoretical knowledge of education and learning,

integrating theory with methodology and statistics. Courses cover learning theories, educational

neuroscience, teaching, and individual differences, alongside advanced statistics and integrative

practicals. The second year shifts to applying theory and research skills in real contexts, with —
courses on learning in a digital world, electives, research seminars, and a Master’s thesis (30

EC). Elective space may include a research internship in the Netherlands or abroad, a clinical

internship, or additional coursework.

Applicants must hold a relevant Bachelor’s degree (e.g., in education, psychology, or related fields).

A minimum average grade between 7.0 and 7.5 and have sufficient background in methodology and
statistics. International applicants may be asked to demonstrate equivalent qualifications or to take
preparatory courses.

Graduates are prepared for careers as researchers (PhD candidates) and for high-level positions
in educational practice and policy. Alumni work at education and research departments at
universities, teacher education colleges, school and child advisory services, governmental
departments, inspectorates, and research institutes. The programme equips graduates with both
strong research and practical skills.

For more information, go to the website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend —
bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 151


https://www.uu.nl/en/masters/educational-sciences-learning-interaction-research

Utrecht University > TABLE OF CONTENT

O NIP membership dependent of chosen courses/thesis combined with bachelor in Psychology

MASTER

The Research Master’s in Gender Studies at Utrecht University is a two-year selective and

research-oriented programme that investigates how gender interacts with race, class, sexuality,

religion, and other axes of difference. Combining theory with empirical and textual research, the —
programme prepares students for PhD trajectories as well as professional careers in policy, NGOs,

media, and cultural organisations. It is closely connected to Utrecht University’s international

research networks in gender and postcolonial studies.

The two-year (120 ECTS) programme integrates compulsory courses, interdisciplinary training,
electives, an optional internship or study abroad, and an independent thesis project. Courses
draw on multiple disciplines and adopt a transdisciplinary approach to questions about society,
culture, politics, and identity. Students are assessed through a range of methods including written
assignments, presentations, creative projects, and independent research.

Applicants must hold a university Bachelor’s degree in a relevant discipline, with at least 30 ECTS
in gender studies, postcolonial studies, or equivalent research experience. Knowledge of the main
subjects, research motivation, and good knowledge of English are required. The research MA
programme in gender studies admits a maximum of students each year. Application deadline: 1
April (for September entry).

Graduates are well prepared for both academic and professional careers. Academic paths typically
include PhD positions in gender, feminist, postcolonial, or cultural studies. Professional careers
may include roles in NGOs and international organisations, government and policy institutions,
cultural organisations, archives, media, journalism, consultancy, and advocacy work on diversity,
inclusion, and equality.

For more information, go to the website.
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Global Criminology offers a critical, comparative, and multidisciplinary perspective on crime

that crosses borders, including organised crime, environmental crime, financial crime, human
trafficking, and terrorism. Students explore how global crime phenomena emerge, how they are
controlled, and what societal, cultural, policy, and legal implications these processes entail. The
programme emphasises qualitative methods as well as cultural, ethical, and political dimensions
of crime and crime control.

Global criminology is a one-year (60 ECTS), full-time English-taught Master’s programme at

Utrecht University. Core courses include Critical Reflection on Criminology, Advanced Methodology,
and Cultural Criminology. Students then choose two electives from Cross Border Crime, Crimes

of the Powerful, Green Criminology, or Digital Criminology. The research thesis project begins in
December and continues throughout the second semester, with the option to combine it with an
internship in the Netherlands or abroad if it relates to the thesis. Additional opportunities include
honours programmes, excursions, study trips, and conferences.

Applicants must have a relevant academic background, for example in criminology, law, social
sciences, economics, history, or media studies. The exact requirements depend on the type
of prior degree. Application deadlines are typically in spring for a September start, though the
specific date varies depending on the applicant’s background.

Graduates of the programme are prepared for both academic and professional careers.
Academically, many continue to PhD positions or research roles at universities, institutes, or think
tanks. Professionally, alumni work in policy, law enforcement, NGOs, international organisations,
and the private sector, often in roles addressing crime control, migration, environmental crime,
cyber security, or organised crime. Employers include Europol, the International Criminal Court,
customs authorities, ports, NGOs, and other international organisations.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Master’s programme in History and Philosophy of Science (HPS) at Utrecht University,

combines historical, philosophical, and foundational perspectives to examine the development,

foundations, and culture of the sciences and humanities. Students explore how scientific theories —
in disciplines such as physics, biology, and mathematics are shaped by and interwoven with

social, political, institutional, and cultural factors, while also engaging with issues related to the

public understanding of science.

The History and Philosophy of Science programme is a two-year, research-oriented Master's

degree that integrates core topics in the history and philosophy of science and the humanities, the

foundations of physics, and science and public engagement. In the first year, students complete

the core courses in history, philosophy, and foundations, while also choosing electives that reflect

their academic interests. The second year continues this balance of flexibility and focus, offering

opportunities to engage in public science projects and culminating in the master’s thesis, where —
students develop an independent research project.

Admission to the programme is selective. Applicants are expected to have a strong academic
background in a relevant field, such as history, philosophy, or science. Detailed entry requirements
are provided on Utrecht University’s admission and application pages. The programme is taught in
English, begins in September, and is offered on a full-time basis.

Graduates of the HPS programme are prepared for both academic and professional careers. On
the academic track, many continue into PhD programmes in the history or philosophy of science.
Others pursue professional careers in science communication, museums and cultural institutions,
science policy and management, public engagement, and education, where they contribute to
bridging the gap between science and society.

For more information, go to the website.
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The MSBBSS research Master at Utrecht University trains students in the design and application —
of cutting-edge statistical and methodological techniques. The programme bridges statistical

theory and practice across psychology, biomedical sciences, and social sciences. It prepares

students to innovate in areas such as multilevel modelling, psychometrics, Bayesian statistics,

causal inference, and computational methods.

This two-year, English-taught programme offers an intensive curriculum with strong quantitative

orientation. Year 1 covers fundamentals such as multivariate statistics, Bayesian methods, survey

data analysis, psychometrics, causal inference, and programming in R. Students are trained to

critically assess methodological approaches and apply them to real data. In Year 2, they choose

electives, join research seminars, undertake a research internship, and complete a Master’s thesis —
designed to resemble a publishable research paper. The programme emphasises both theoretical

understanding and practical application, ensuring graduates are versatile methodologists.

Applicants must hold a research university Bachelor’'s degree. A minimum average grade between
7.0 and 7.5. Psychology graduates are admissible if they have a strong quantitative background
(30 ECTS in methods and statistics). Additional coursework in advanced statistics, programming,
or mathematics may be required. Demonstrated affinity with statistical analysis and excellent
academic results are expected. English proficiency (IELTS = 7.0 or equivalent) is mandatory.

Graduates are highly competitive for PhD positions in methodology, statistics, psychology,
epidemiology, and related fields. Many work as data scientists, methodologists, consultants, or
quantitative researchers in academia, healthcare, governmental institutions, NGOs, and the private
sector. Their strong quantitative and computational skills are in demand in a broad range of
scientific and applied contexts.

For more information, go to the website.
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The MERM Master’s programme at Utrecht University addresses pressing issues of migration,
diversity, integration, and multiculturalism. It combines insights from sociology, social psychology,
political science, economics, and geography to examine how migration affects individuals and
societies. Themes include prejudice, racism, inclusion, identity, and refugee integration, with a
strong emphasis on empirical, data-driven research.

This two-year, English-taught programme provides a solid theoretical foundation and extensive
methodological training. Year 1 introduces core topics such as international migration, cultural
diversity, ethnic prejudice, and racism, along with courses in multivariate statistics and research
practicums. In Year 2, students select electives, participate in research seminars, and conduct their
Master’s thesis (22.5 ECTS). The curriculum strongly integrates quantitative methods, but also
allows for interdisciplinary perspectives and practical applications.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’'s degree from a research university. Psychology graduates are
admissible if they can demonstrate sufficient background in methods and statistics. A strong
academic record, interest in interdisciplinary perspectives on migration and diversity, and English
proficiency (IELTS = 7.0 or equivalent) are required.

Graduates are prepared for PhD positions and research careers in social sciences. Alumni also
work in government, NGOs, policy think tanks, international organisations, and institutions
focused on migration, diversity, human rights, and integration. They contribute to evidence-based
policy, diversity management, and social cohesion initiatives.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Neuropsychology master’'s programme at Utrecht University explores the intricate relationship
between brain function and behaviour. You study how perception, memory, language, attention,
emotion and motor skills are mediated by neural processes, how brain dysfunction (through injury,
stroke, neurodegeneration or developmental disorders) impacts these functions, and how to
assess and treat cognitive disorders in clinical and innovation contexts.

Over the one-year, full-time programme you follow a structured path combining advanced
coursework, an internship (clinical or innovation track) and a master’s thesis. You begin
with the compulsory course Advanced Neuropsychology, which gives in-depth knowledge of
cognitive disorders like amnesia, agnosia and executive dysfunction, integrated with current
cognitive neuroscience models, neuroanatomy and aetiologies such as stroke, tumour and
neurodegeneration.

Parallel to this you engage in the year-long Academic Professional course focusing on professional
ethics, multidisciplinary teamwork, career orientation and lifelong learning. You select at least

one elective from options such as Developmental Neuropsychology, Cognitive Neuropsychiatry or
Neuropsychological Rehabilitation (Dutch-taught only) to tailor the programme to your interests.
The internship begins early and may be placed in a hospital, rehabilitation centre, nursing home,
psychiatric institution or private practice; you choose between a clinical track (patient care) or an
innovation/research track (e.g., translating neuropsychological assessment/treatment tools into
practice). This internship, together with your thesis c omprise a large part of your study load.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology with sufficient background in
neuropsychology, neuroscience, and diagnostics. Additional requirements may apply for
clinical training tracks. The programme is limited to a maximum of 65 students per year, and for
international applicants additional assessment (methods/statistics test) may be required.

Graduates are well prepared for roles in clinical neuropsychology, diagnostics and treatment of
cognitive disorders in hospitals, rehabilitation centres or other healthcare settings. They may also
take up academic or research roles, or continue towards a PhD. The programme satisfies many of
the requirements for Dutch registrations such as the NIP diagnosis registration and opens paths
to training as a healthcare psychologist.

For more information, go to the website.
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De masteropleiding "Onderwijswetenschappen: leren in onderwijs en organisaties" aan —
de Universiteit Utrecht onderzoekt hoe mensen leren en zich ontwikkelen in verschillende

omgevingen, waaronder scholen, werkplekken en de samenleving als geheel. Het stelt studenten

in staat om urgente maatschappelijke uitdagingen aan te pakken, zoals onderwijsongelijkheid,

lerarentekorten, vergrijzing en de groeiende invloed van technologie op leren. Het programma legt

de nadruk op de toepassing van wetenschappelijke inzichten op problemen uit de echte wereld

en ondersteunt leerlingen van alle leeftijden, van kinderen in klaslokalen tot professionals in

organisaties. Deze masteropleiding wordt in het Nederlands gegeven.

Het curriculum is ontworpen om zowel rigoureus als flexibel te zijn. Studenten houden zich bezig

met kernthema's rond leren en ontwikkeling, terwijl ze ook deelnemen aan de Skills Academy, —
die hands-on workshops biedt op het gebied van advisering, projectmatige samenwerking en

professioneel netwerken. Opdrachten variéren van podcasts en blogs tot adviesrapporten,

die creatieve en praktische output stimuleren. Studenten kunnen hun reis personaliseren

door keuzevakken te kiezen, hun Skills Academy-pakket aan te passen en hun eigen stage- en

scriptieonderwerpen te selecteren. Voor mensen met onderwijsambities biedt het programma

op maat gemaakte trajecten, inclusief opties voor gekwalificeerde leraren en een route naar

certificering in het basisonderwijs (MPabo).

Kandidaten met een bachelordiploma in psychologie kunnen in aanmerking komen voor directe
toelating, hoewel sommigen mogelijk een premasterprogramma moeten voltooien, afhankelijk
van hun academische achtergrond. Deze premaster richt zich op onderzoeksmethodologie en
statistiek, zodat studenten goed voorbereid zijn op de wetenschappelijke eisen van de master.
Het helpt ook bij het opbouwen van een sterke academische en sociale basis voor succes in het
programma.

Afgestudeerden van deze master worden veelzijdige professionals die een brug slaan tussen

theorie en praktijk in disciplines als psychologie, pedagogiek, organisatiekunde en kunstmatige

intelligentie. Ze werken vaak als onderwijsadviseurs, learning designers, beleidsmakers of

consultants in scholen, bedrijven en overheidsinstellingen. Alumni dragen bij aan het oplossen

van complexe maatschappelijke vraagstukken door het ontwerpen van effectieve leeromgevingen, —
het implementeren van onderwijsinnovaties en het adviseren van organisaties over ontwikkeling

en verandering.

Meer informatie is te vinden op de website.
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Organisaties, Verandering en Management is een eenjarige, voltijdse masteropleiding in het

Nederlands, aangeboden door de afdeling Governance en Organisatie (USBO) binnen de Faculteit

Recht, Economie, Bestuur en Organisatie. Het programma richt zich op hoe organisaties in —
de publieke, private en non-profitsector reageren op maatschappelijke veranderingen zoals

vergrijzing, klimaatdoelstellingen en opkomende technologieén zoals generatieve Al, en hoe

organisaties zelf kunnen bijdragen aan verandering. Theorie en praktijk worden gecombineerd,

met de nadruk op mens, context en de processen en interacties binnen organisaties.

Het programma duurt een jaar (60 ECTS) en is kleinschalig (circa 25 studenten), waardoor

er veel interactie mogelijk is. Het bestaat uit kernvakken zoals Complex Practices of Change,

Organisations and Change, en Changing and Imagining. In het eerste semester volgen studenten

ook keuzevakken en cursussen Academic & Professional Skills, waarbij ze werken met real-life

cases, simulaties en reflecties op de betekenis van werk. In de tweede helft van het programma —
verschuift de focus naar het afstudeeronderzoek, vaak uitgevoerd binnen of in samenwerking

met een organisatie. Studenten kunnen kiezen tussen een traditionele scriptie of een creatief

eindproduct, zoals een podcast, foto-essay, adviesrapport of tentoonstelling.

Toelating is afhankelijk van de bachelorachtergrond van de aanvrager: een diploma van een
Nederlandse universiteit (WO), een diploma van een Nederlandse hogeschool (HBO) of een
diploma van een internationale universiteit. Aanvragers moeten ervoor zorgen dat hun eerdere
kwalificaties voldoen aan de toelatingseisen van het programma. Specifieke criteria zijn te vinden
op de pagina "Toelating en aanmelding" van de Universiteit Utrecht. Het programma start jaarlijks
in september.

Afgestudeerden zijn toegerust om organisatorische uitdagingen te analyseren en
gefundeerde, creatieve aanbevelingen voor verandering te doen. Mogelijke carrierepaden zijn
managementtrainees bij de overheid (landelijk, provinciaal of gemeentelijk), adviesfuncties,
projectleider of codrdinator in non-profit-, welzijns- of onderwijsorganisaties en staffuncties
op het gebied van beleid, strategie of organisatieontwikkeling. Het programma ondersteunt
ook loopbaanoriéntatie door middel van stages, praktijkopdrachten en samenwerking met
organisaties.

Meer informatie is te vinden op de website. —
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The Master’'s programme in Organising Social Impact at Utrecht University, addresses urgent

societal challenges by exploring how organisations organise for positive change in areas including

economic inequality, climate change, social inclusion, justice, intolerance, and violence. The —
programme combines critical interdisciplinary knowledge with engaged research methodologies,

professional skills training, and hands-on practice through fieldwork with partner organisations.

Organising Social Impact is a one-year, full-time programme with a total workload of 60 EC. In

the first semester, students take Academic and Professional Skills courses. Alongside these

courses, students select electives to specialise or deepen their knowledge and are introduced

to organisational cases and methods of critical inquiry. The second semester shifts the focus

towards engaged research and fieldwork in collaboration with partner organisations. The

programme concludes with a master’s thesis, which may take the form of a traditional academic

study or a product-based project such as a guidebook, workshop, or documentary, reflecting the —
programme’s commitment to integrating theory with real-world impact.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Public Administration from a Dutch research
university, or an international Bachelor’s degree from a research university, or a one-year (inter)
national Master's degree from a research university.

Graduates of Organising Social Impact are trained to become changemakers who combine critical
knowledge of societal challenges with practical experience in transformative organising. They find
employment as social impact advisors, project managers, advocacy coordinators, communication
officers, or in public administration roles. Alumni often work for grassroots organisations,

NGOs, social enterprises, cooperatives, or (local and international) public institutions. Career
development is supported throughout the programme by active collaboration with partner
organisations, guest lectures, alumni networks, and workshops on professional skills.

For more information, go to the website.
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De masteropleiding Orthopedagogiek (Clinical Child, Family and Education Studies) aan de
Universiteit Utrecht bereidt studenten voor op het werken met kinderen, adolescenten en
gezinnen met ontwikkelings- of onderwijsproblemen. De focus ligt op evidence-based diagnostiek
en interventies in educatieve, klinische en gezinscontexten, met sterke koppelingen met de
Nederlandse jeugdzorg en gezondheidszorg.

Deze eenjarige Nederlandstalige opleiding combineert academische vakken met een klinische
stage en een masterscriptie. Studenten volgen cursussen op het gebied van diagnostisch
onderzoek, systemische gezinsbenaderingen, forensische jeugdzorg en interventies bij
ontwikkelings- en gedragsproblemen. Ze zijn getraind om wetenschappelijk bewijs kritisch te
evalueren en te vertalen naar de klinische praktijk. Een centraal onderdeel van het programma is
de klinische stage van een jaar, waarbij studenten onder begeleiding praktijkervaring opdoen in
zorg- of jeugdzorginstellingen.

Aanvragers moeten in het bezit zijn van een relevant universitair bachelordiploma, met voldoende
voorkennis op het gebied van ontwikkelings- en klinische psychologie, diagnostiek en interventies.
Afgestudeerden in de psychologie zijn toelaatbaar als ze aan deze eisen voldoen en een klinische
stageplaats bemachtigen. Nederlandse taalvaardigheid op professioneel niveau is verplicht,
omdat het klinische werk direct contact met kinderen en gezinnen inhoudt.

Afgestudeerden werken doorgaans in jeugdzorgorganisaties, kinder- en jeugdpsychiatrie,
forensische instellingen, scholen en gespecialiseerde zorginstellingen. Alumni kunnen zich in
Nederland professioneel registreren als orthopedagoog-generalist. Velen gaan aan de slag als
praktijkmensen, adviseurs of beleidsadviseurs in kinder- en gezinsdiensten en dragen bij aan de
ontwikkeling en implementatie van evidence-based interventies.

Meer informatie is te vinden op de website.
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The Master's programme “Social Challenges, Policies and Interventions” at Utrecht University

explores how complex societal issues—such as health disparities, climate change, work-life

balance, and social cohesion—can be understood and addressed through interdisciplinary —
research and practical interventions. It invites students to look beyond single-factor explanations

and disciplinary boundaries, encouraging a holistic view of individuals within their social, physical,

and institutional contexts.

Over the one-year full-time programme, you engage with advanced theoretical, methodological The

curriculum is rooted in interdisciplinarity and combines theoretical depth with hands-on experience.

Students learn to design and evaluate policies and interventions that respond to pressing social

challenges. The programme emphasizes collaboration with societal partners and offers an

international teaching environment. Methodologically, students are trained in mixed- method

and participatory approaches, equipping them to work effectively across diverse settings and —
stakeholder groups. In period 3 and 4 the main focus will be on the internship and a masters thesis.

Applicants with a Bachelor's degree in Psychology may be eligible for direct admission, although
some may need to complete a premaster programme depending on their academic background.
This premaster helps bridge gaps in research skills and prepares students for the interdisciplinary
nature of the Master's. It ensures readiness for both the academic rigor and the collaborative
demands of the programme.

Graduates of this programme are exceptionally well prepared for both academic and applied
Graduates of this programme are prepared to take on roles that involve building bridges between
research, policy, and practice. They often work in government agencies, civil-society organizations,
social services, or private-sector companies. Their ability to navigate different work environments
and liaise with professionals from various disciplines makes them valuable contributors to the
design, implementation, and evaluation of social policies and interventions. Alumni are equipped
to tackle interconnected issues such as poverty, education, health, and digital inclusion, bringing
fresh perspectives to areas where traditional approaches fall short.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Social, Health and Organisational Psychology (SHOP) Master’s programme at Utrecht

University focuses on the psychological mechanisms that influence human behaviour in social,

health-related, and organisational contexts. The programme is grounded in both academic theory —
and practical application, training students to design, evaluate, and implement interventions

across the three domains.

Over the one-year full-time programme you follow a structured path in which you select one of

two specialisation tracks: Social Influence & Health Promotion (focusing on how behaviour is

influenced, attitudes change, and healthy behaviour can be promoted) or Work & Organisation

(focusing on how individuals and teams function in organisations, wellbeing at work, leadership,

and change). You will complete core courses, choose elective courses linked to your chosen track,

and engage in a professional research internship and master’s thesis in which you apply theory to

a real-world problem in your chosen domain. —

Applicants must hold a university Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, with sufficient background
in social, health, and/or organisational psychology. Netherlands-based psychology graduates
generally meet these requirements. International applicants may be asked to demonstrate
equivalent exposure to these domains or may need to take specific preparatory courses.

Graduates emerge prepared for diverse roles such as behavioural scientist, policy advisor, HR
consultant, intervention developer, organisational consultant, or researcher. Alumni work in both
public and private sectors, e.g. consultancy firms (Cap Gemini, Berenschot), health organisations
(RIVM, Nutricia), advertising agencies, public institutions, or continue to PhD research in
psychology or behavioural science.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Sociology and Social Research Master’s programme at Utrecht University is a two-year

international research programme that addresses contemporary social challenges such as

inequality, social cohesion, migration, trust, family dynamics, and demographic change. The —
programme combines sociological theory with advanced empirical methods, offering students the

opportunity to design and carry out their own high-quality research within the framework of the

Interuniversity Centre for Social Science Theory and Methodology (ICS).

Students receive intensive training in both theory and methodology. In the first year, the

curriculum covers core sociological themes, multivariate analysis, survey methods, longitudinal

data analysis, and social theory. Students participate in research practicums where they design

and test their own projects. In the second year, they take advanced electives, join interdisciplinary

seminars, and work closely with senior researchers. The programme culminates in a substantial

Master's thesis, often linked to ongoing ICS projects, and offers opportunities for international —
exchange.

Applicants must hold a research university Bachelor's degree. Psychology graduates are
admissible if they have a solid foundation in research methodology and statistics and a minimum
average grade between 7,0 and 7,5. A pre-Master may be required in some cases, especially if
methodological training was limited. Applicants must also demonstrate English proficiency (IELTS =
7.0 or equivalent) and a strong motivation for empirical sociological research.

Graduates emerge prepared for diverse roles such as behavioural scientist, policy advisor, HR
Graduates are well prepared for PhD positions in sociology and related fields. Alumni also work as
policy advisors, demographic researchers, social analysts, and consultants in government, NGOs,
think tanks, and market research. Their expertise in advanced data analysis and social theory
makes them valuable in both academic and applied research contexts.

For more information, go to the website.
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This Master's programme focuses on analysing and addressing urgent societal questions such as

policing, healthcare sustainability in aging populations, social media censorship, and promoting

sustainable behaviour among disadvantaged groups. Rather than offering simple answers, the —
programme equips students with a robust academic and professional toolkit to critically and

effectively engage with these challenges in their future careers.

The programme is divided into two main phases. In the first half, students follow in-depth

theoretical and policy-oriented courses, enriched by guest lectures from professionals in the field.

This builds a strong sociological foundation for tackling complex policy issues. In the second

half, students apply these tools in real-world settings through internships, where they research

concrete social or policy problems and provide advice to organizations such as NGOs, companies,

or government institutions. Students also communicate their findings to broader audiences, both

in writing and verbally. The programme offers specialization in key social themes, each supported —
by dedicated courses and research opportunities. Students can tailor their experience by choosing

themes that align with their interests, completing internships, and writing their Master's thesis

within these areas.

Applicants with a Bachelor's degree in Psychology may be eligible for direct admission. However,
depending on the specific academic background, some students might need to complete a
premaster programme. This premaster helps bridge gaps in research skills and prepares students
for the interdisciplinary nature of the Master's, ensuring readiness for both academic rigor and
practical application.

Graduates are well-prepared to enter a labour market that increasingly demands social scientists
capable of applying theory and research to practical problems. They gain valuable skills in
research, communication, ethics, time management, and policy design. Alumni work in diverse
roles, contributing to the understanding and resolution of contemporary social issues with a
multidisciplinary perspective. They often find positions in government agencies, civil-society
organizations, social services, or private-sector companies.

For more information, go to the website.
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The Master's programme Youth, Education and Society at Utrecht University focuses on
understanding and addressing contemporary social challenges related to children, youth, and their
environments. It explores questions such as how schools can become more inclusive, how social
media affects parenting, and how youth services differ across countries. The programme is unique
in the Netherlands for its emphasis on innovating pedagogical policy and practice both nationally
and internationally.

The curriculum is interdisciplinary and research-driven, combining theoretical depth with practical
engagement. Students learn to analyse, evaluate, and solve real-world problems using academic
knowledge. The programme covers topics like the quality of pedagogical services (childcare,
youth care, schools), societal issues such as inclusion and cultural diversity, and international
humanitarian cooperation. Students also gain experience through internships and collaborative
projects with civil society organizations and youth initiatives. Upon graduation, students receive
the NVO registration as general educationalists.

Applicants with a Bachelor's degree in Psychology may be eligible for direct admission, though
some may need to complete a premaster programme depending on their academic background.
This premaster helps build the necessary research and theoretical foundation for success in the
Master's, especially for students coming from applied sciences or other disciplines.

Graduates of this programme become academic professionals who work at the intersection

of education, policy, and society. They often take on roles in youth care, educational policy,
international development, or community-based initiatives. Their broad understanding of
pedagogy and societal dynamics enables them to contribute to inclusive education, child welfare,
and youth empowerment across diverse cultural and institutional contexts.

For more information, go to the website.
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This interdisciplinary Master's programme focuses on the development of young people—from

adolescence to young adulthood—within their diverse social contexts. It explores how youth grow

into confident, healthy, and socially integrated adults, and investigates why some face challenges —
while others thrive. The programme emphasizes understanding the complex interplay between

individual characteristics and environments such as family, school, peers, neighbourhoods, and

society. It also addresses broader social changes that impact youth development, including

mental health concerns, digital media, and social exclusion.

Students learn to analyse youth issues using insights from psychology, sociology, law,

geosciences, and medical sciences. The programme encourages bridging disciplinary boundaries

and connecting research with practice. Topics include youth policies, legal and social implications

of interventions, and the impact of societal structures on young people’s well-being. Students

develop skills to conduct independent interdisciplinary research and facilitate collaboration —
among professionals from different sectors. The curriculum includes practical training,

collaborative projects, and opportunities to work with youth organizations and policy institutions.

Applicants with a Bachelor's degree in Psychology may be eligible for direct admission. However,
depending on the specific academic background, some students may need to complete a
premaster programme. This premaster strengthens research skills and prepares students for the
interdisciplinary nature of the Master's, ensuring readiness for both academic and professional
challenges.

Graduates are equipped to work in youth research, youth care, and youth policy. They often take
on roles that require interdisciplinary collaboration and the ability to translate research into
practice. Alumni contribute to shaping youth interventions, advising on policy, and improving
services that support young people’s development. Their work spans government agencies, NGOs,
educational institutions, and community organizations, addressing issues such as mental health,
social participation, and legal inclusion.

For more information, go to the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

The Social and Health Psychology master’s programme at Utrecht University takes a deep dive
into the psychological mechanisms underlying social behaviour and health-related behaviour.
You will learn how people regulate their behaviour in social contexts, how motivation, cognition,
emotion, and goals drive behaviour, and how those processes can go awry (under- or mis-
regulation), resulting in social or health-related issues. The programme emphasises how these
theoretical insights can inform practical interventions and policy.

Over the two-year full-time programme, you engage with advanced theoretical, methodological
and research training. You begin with theory courses such as Behavioural Regulation I: Affect and
Motivation and Behavioural Regulation II: Thought and Cognition, which introduce core concepts of
regulation, motivation, and cognition in behaviour. The methodology cluster develops your skills in
designing studies, programming, data analysis and visualisation, including Multivariate Statistics
in Practice and Integrative Practicum | & Il. In the research cluster you join ongoing projects,
complete a major research training, attend research seminars, and culminate in a Master’s thesis
where you design and carry out an independent study focused on social or health-psychological
regulation. A student-chosen elective course allows tailoring of your focus (e.g., advanced
interventions, social cognition, health behaviour) and you will gain hands-on research experience
embedded in faculty research infrastructure.

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology or a related field with a strong foundation
in social and health psychology, and in research methods and statistics. The application is
competitive and the admissions committee will evaluate your academic background, proficiency
in English, and fit with the research-oriented nature of the programme.

Graduates of this programme are exceptionally well prepared for both academic and applied
research careers. Many continue on to PhD programmes in psychology or behavioural science
(approximately 70% according to the department. Others take up roles as behavioural scientists,
policy advisors or consultants in health organisations and governmental institutions, using their
advanced training in behavioural regulation and research methods to influence public health,
social policy and behavioural interventions.

For more information, go to the website.
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University of Twente

University of Twente: Where Technology Meets Society

Are you driven to understand human behaviour— not just in theory, but as it unfolds in a complex, —
rapidly changing world? Do you want to work at the crossroads of psychology, technology,

innovation, and societal impact? At the University of Twente, you will find an academic environment

that views people and technology as inseparable: High Tech, Human Touch.

Solving Today’s Challenges Through Behavioural Expertise

At the University of Twente (UT), we believe that psychological insight is essential to shaping the
future. Whether we are dealing with digital transformation, global health challenges, safety and
resilience, or the ethics of Al and data, meaningful progress only happens when we understand how
people behave and how behaviour can be influenced responsibly.

UT integrates behavioural science with cutting-edge technology, equipping students not only to —
analyse behaviour but to design evidence-based interventions, tools, and technological solutions
that make a measurable difference in society.

Whether your ambition is to become a behavioural expert in health, an innovation strategist in
industry, a user-experience researcher in tech, or a scientist contributing to academic knowledge,
the University of Twente prepares you to have a real impact.

Master’s

The University of Twente offers several psychology-related master’s programmes and

specialisations that allow you to combine behavioural insights with technological and societal

innovation. —

Fore more information you can visit our website
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MASTER
Communication Science

Introduction

The Master’s in Communication Science at University of Twente equips students to lead strategic

communication efforts in a digitally connected and behaviourally complex world. The programme

emphasises how media, technology, data and narrative shape public attitudes, behavioural change —
and societal issues — such as sustainability, safety, digital privacy and user behaviour.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time programme (60 ECTS) is taught entirely in English. Students take two
compulsory courses, choose electives to tailor their profile (e.g., Social Marketing & Behavioural
Change, Strategic Organisational Communication, Society, Media & Technology), and complete
a master’s thesis (often integrated with an internship). The curriculum emphasises advanced
methods, data-driven media, VR/AIl tools for communication, and practical projects addressing
real-world communication challenges.

Admission —
Applicants should hold a Bachelor’'s degree in Communication, Media, Social Sciences or a related

field; psychology graduates with strong research methods and interest in communication are

eligible. The admissions board assesses academic background, research competence, motivation

and (for non-traditional backgrounds) may require bridging coursework. Standard English

proficiency requirements apply.

Career prospects

Graduates are ready for careers in strategic communication, media consulting, public relations,

digital behaviour change, organisational communication, and research or policy roles in domains

such as digital privacy, sustainability and public safety. Some continue into PhD research in

communication or media studies. —

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Conflict, Risk & Safety

Introduction

The Conflict, Risk & Safety specialisation at the University of Twente addresses how individuals,
groups and organisations respond to conditions of uncertainty, threat, risk and conflict in
modern societies. From cyber security and organisational conflict to disaster management and
safety engineering, the programme focuses on the behaviours, perceptions and decisions that
shape safe or unsafe outcomes. You will examine the psychological mechanisms underlying
risk perception, conflict escalation, group dynamics and safety culture, and learn how to design
interventions and policies that reduce harm and enhance resilience.

Curriculum
This full-time, one-year specialisation (60 ECTS) begins with core courses in advanced research

methods (quantitative and qualitative) and psychological theory relating to risk, conflict and safety.
You then engage in applied courses such as Group Dynamics & Intervention Design, Psychology of
Crime & Safety, and Psychology of sustainability. Students choose an elective that aligns with their
interest (e.g., cyber-conflict, business continuity, organisational safety). A significant internship

(10 ECTS) places you in a real setting- such as a police force, security firm, disaster management
agency or consultancy. The programme concludes with a master’s thesis in which you conduct
original empirical research, often in collaboration with a real-world partner.

Admission

Applicants should hold a Bachelor’'s degree in Psychology or a closely related field, with strong
competencies in research design, statistics and psychological theory. You must demonstrate
motivation for working on conflict, risk or safety-related problems. If you lack sufficient background
in research methods or theory, the Admissions Board may require up to 30 ECTS of preparatory
courses. Admission also considers professional relevance: previous experience or interest in safety,
security or conflict contexts is advantageous.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for roles as risk analysts, conflict mediators, safety managers,
behavioural consultants, policy advisers in governmental or international organisations, forensic
or security-oriented researchers, or continue into PhD research. The mix of rigorous research
training and applied internship gives you strong credentials for both practice and academia.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Educational Psychology

Introduction

The Educational Psychology specialisation at the University of Twente focuses on understanding

how people learn and develop, how instruction and educational environments can be optimised,

and how emerging technologies enhance learning and development. By combining insights from —
developmental psychology, instructional design and educational innovation, the programme

prepares you to become a change-agent in education, training and learning contexts.

Curriculum

Over the one-year (60 ECTS) programme, you start with foundational courses in learning theory,

motivation and instruction, and research methodology. You then progress to specialised courses

such as Adaptivity in Learning & Instruction, Innovative Technology-Based Learning Environments,

and Positive Education. You pick one elective that suits your interests, such as Corporate Learning

& Development or Educational Intervention Design. A required internship allows you to engage

with schools, ed-tech firms or training organisations, applying design-based research methods in

real learning settings. The programme ends with an empirical master’s thesis where you design, —
implement and evaluate an educational intervention or technology.

Admission

Applicants should hold a Bachelor’s in Psychology (or equivalent) with coursework in
developmental or educational psychology and research methods/statistics. Demonstrated
interest in how technology can support learning is beneficial. If you lack sufficient background,
especially in instructional design or technology-enhanced learning, you may be required to
complete supplementary coursework (up to 30 ECTS) to secure admission.

Career prospects

Graduates move into careers such as instructional designer, corporate learning specialist, learning —
scientist, educational consultant, researcher in educational innovation, or advisor in policy related

to learning and development. The skills you gain, designing adaptive learning environments and

conducting educational research, are in high demand in schools, companies, ed-tech startups and

higher education.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Health Psychology & Technology -

Introduction

The Health Psychology & Technology specialisation at the University of Twente investigates how

behaviour, health and technology interact in the 21st century. You will explore how cognition,

emotion and behaviour influence health outcomes, how diseases impact lives, and how digital —
technologies can promote behaviour change, rehabilitation and health management. The

programme combines psychological theory with health science and innovation in digital health

solutions.

Curriculum

In the one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS), you engage in core courses such as Health

Promotion, Compassionate Health Technology, Coping with Disease in a Digital Era, and advanced

research methods in health psychology & technology. An elective allows you to specialise further—

for example in e-health interventions, virtual reality in therapy, or health data analytics. A practical

internship (10 ECTS) offers experience in a healthcare setting, health-tech company or research

institute. The conclusion is a master’s thesis (25 ECTS) where you conduct your own empirical or —
intervention-based research, often in collaboration with external partners.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s in Psychology with strong quantitative and methodological
skills. Prior exposure to health psychology, behaviour change or technical understanding of digital
tools is beneficial. If you lack relevant background, especially in technology or health domains, the
programme may ask you to follow a bridging module (up to a maximum of 30 ECTS) to ensure you
can successfully engage in applied health-technology projects.

Career prospects

Graduates are equipped for careers as digital health researchers, health-behaviour consultants, UX —
or intervention designers in health-tech firms, analysts in public health agencies, or policy advisers

in healthcare. The rigorous research training and technological focus also provide a strong basis

for progressing to PhD programmes in health psychology, behavioural medicine or digital health

innovation.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Human Factors & Engineering Psychology

Introduction

The Human Factors & Cognition specialisation at University of Twente examines the interplay

between human behaviour, cognition and technology. You will explore how products, systems and

processes can be designed or adapted to better match human capabilities and limitations; from —
autonomous vehicles and chatbots to medical devices and workplace systems. The goal is to

create safer, more efficient, and user-friendly systems in real-world contexts.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS) includes core courses on human cognition, user-
system interaction, engineering psychology and advanced research methods. Students complete
four compulsory modules, choose one elective, participate in an internship or applied project,
and end with a master’s thesis. The internship and thesis often involve industry or research labs,
offering hands-on experience in designing or evaluating systems for human use.

Admission —
Applicants must have a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology or a related field and show strong

cognitive and methodological skills, particularly in user-system interaction and research design.

Prior coursework in human factors, engineering psychology or systems design is beneficial. If

key prerequisites are missing, the admissions board may require bridging modules to ensure

readiness for applied work.

Career prospects

Graduates are prepared for roles such as UX/UI specialist, human factors researcher, ergonomic
consultant, system designer, usability engineer, or enter PhD research. The applied research and
technological focus also enable consulting or start-ups centered on human-centered design.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Philosophy of Science, Technology & Society (PSTS) .

Introduction

The Philosophy of Science, Technology & Society (PSTS) Master’s at University of Twente blends

philosophy, social science and technology studies to examine how science and technology shape

human life, society and culture. You will explore ethical, epistemological, social and political —
questions surrounding emerging technologies, institutions, and sustainability, equipping you to

critically analyse and influence the future of science and innovation.

Curriculum

This two-year, full-time programme (120 ECTS) consists of a first year of core courses covering
philosophy of technology, science & innovation studies, methods and theoretical frameworks; the
second year offers specialisation tracks such as Science, Technology & Sustainability, Ethics &
Technology, or Al in Society. Students may choose internships or research placements and write
an extensive thesis often targeted for academic publication.

Admission —
Applicants should hold a Bachelor’s degree in philosophy, engineering, social sciences, natural

sciences or a similarly relevant discipline. They must demonstrate critical thinking, academic

writing skills and interest in technology-society interaction. Additional requirements (such as an

academic skills test) may apply. Bridging modules may be required where background is limite.

Career prospects

Graduates may pursue research or academic careers (e.g., PhD) in philosophy, STS (Science &

Technology Studies), or ethics of technology; employment opportunities include policy advisory

roles in innovation and technology governance, ethics-compliance specialist in industry or

government, strategic analyst for technology transitions, and consultant roles in sustainability or

technology strategy. —

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Positive Clinical Psychology & Technology

Introduction

The Positive Clinical Psychology & Technology specialisation at University of Twente focuses

on how technology can support mental health, wellbeing and clinical practice. Students explore
positive psychology, therapeutic design, e-health interventions, and the integration of digital tools
into everyday clinical settings, emphasising compassionate, responsible innovation for behaviour
and health.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS) consists of five compulsory courses, an internship
and a master’s thesis. The coursework covers compassionate technology, intervention design,
advanced methods, and the interface between domain knowledge in clinical psychology and
technology for wellbeing. The internship places students in clinical or health-tech settings;

the thesis often involves an empirical or design-based project that bridges psychology and
technology.

Admission

Applicants need a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and must demonstrate solid research-method
skills and motivation for working at the intersection of mental health and technology. This
specialisation uses a selection procedure with limited places. Students lacking background in
clinical psychology or digital tech may need bridging modules or be guided to another track.

Career prospects

Graduates typically pursue careers in clinical psychology roles within mental health services,
hospitals, youth care organizations, rehabilitation centres, and general medical practices. The
programme provides access to the two-year postgraduate training required for registration as

a licensed Healthcare Psychologist (BIG registration). The curriculum also supports obtaining
key diagnostic qualifications, such as the BAPD certification and the LOGO certificate, which are
prerequisites for professional registrational and post-masters.

Graduates also move into roles such as digital health intervention designer, health psychology
technology researcher, behavioural health consultant, and clinical innovation analyst. Others
choose to pursue further academic research, including PhD trajectories, in fields such as e-health,
behavioural medicine, and positive psychology.

More information can be found on the website.
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University of Amsterdam

The University of Amsterdam (UvA) is one of Europe’s leading research universities, located in

the heart of the Netherlands’ capital. With over 40,000 students, the UvA offers a broad range of

internationally oriented Master’s programmes in the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, —
and psychology. The Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences, in particular, is well known for its

excellent research and multidisciplinary education, closely connected to Amsterdam’s vibrant and

diverse scientific and professional community.

Students benefit from high-quality academic teaching, professors who are leading their fields, a
strong emphasis on research, and the opportunity to engage in practical internships and policy
projects. The UvA values innovation, critical thinking, and international collaboration.

General contact information

Website: www.uva.nl —
Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences (FMG): www.uva.nl/fmg

Study choice and student information: www.uva.nl

Student Service Desk (FMG): www.uva.nl

All contact details for individual Master’s programmes can be found via their respective pages
on the UvA website.
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MASTER
Behavioural Data Science -

Introduction

Behavioural Data Science integrates psychological theory with modern data-science methods.

The track teaches how to collect, analyse and interpret large behavioural datasets (e.g. digital

traces, sensors, experimental and longitudinal data) to answer psychological and societal —
questions.

Curriculum

The programme is a one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS, English-taught). The shared
programme covers statistical learning, machine learning, psychometrics, feature extraction from
unstructured data, and causal inference; electives allow specialisation (time-series, text analytics,
computational modelling). The programme culminates in an empirical master's thesis applying
data-science tools to a psychological research question. Practical labwork and programming
exercises are integral.

Admission —
Applicants must meet UvA’s basic requirements for Psychology master tracks (research methods,

statistics, core psychology). Track-specific requirements include prior experience in programming

(Python/R; at least 3 ECTS), statistics, and at least 24 ECTS

in 3rd-year level methods/statistics where applicable. If some elements are missing, additional

preparatory modules or a conditional offer may be applied.

Carreer prospects

Behavioural data scientists, research analysts in public health or policy, data-driven product
roles in industry, consultants in behavioural insights teams, or PhD candidates in computational
psychology.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Brain & Cognition in Society

Introduction

The Brain & Cognition in Society track explores how insights from cognitive neuroscience can be

applied to address social challenges in education, health, and policy. It integrates neuroscience,

psychology, and social science to understand how brain mechanisms shape human behaviour and —
decision-making in real-world contexts.

Curriculum

This one-year (60 ECTS) track combines courses in cognitive neuroscience, neuroimaging (EEG,
fMRI), and cognitive modelling with practical applications to societal issues. Students conduct
research in laboratories or applied settings and write a master’s thesis linked to an active research
group. The programme promotes interdisciplinary collaboration and scientific communication.

Admission

Applicants with a BSc in Psychology and a strong background in biological or cognitive psychology,

statistics, and research methods qualify. Additional coursework in neuroscience or quantitative —
methods may be required, depending on prior education.

Carreer prospects

Graduates pursue research or applied careers in cognitive neuroscience, behavioural science,
or health policy. Many continue to PhD programmes or work as consultants in science
communication, education, or data-driven organisations.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Brain and Cognitive Sciences -

Introduction

The Master’s in Cognitive Science at the University of Amsterdam offers an interdisciplinary

exploration of the mind, cognition, and intelligent systems. Combining insights from psychology,

linguistics, computer science, philosophy, and neuroscience, the programme aims to understand —
how humans and artificial systems process information, reason, and learn.

Curriculum

This two-year, full-time programme (120 ECTS, English-taught) combines core courses in cognitive
neuroscience with advanced training in neuroimaging techniques such as fMRI and EEG. Students
learn to design and conduct experimental studies, analyse neural and behavioural data, and
critically evaluate current scientific literature. There are three domains students can specialise in:
Cognitive Science, Cognitive Neuroscience, and Translational Neuroscience. In addition to elective
courses from related subfields, the programme concludes with a Master’s thesis, carried out as part
of an active research project within the university or a partner institute.

Admission

Applicants with a Bachelor’s in Psychology are eligible for all domains. Programming or data
analysis experience is an advantage. Applicants will have to provide their GPA, a motivation letter,
and letters of recommendation.

Carreer prospects

Graduates are well prepared for careers in research (universities, research institutes, hospitals),
cognitive rehabilitation, neuropsychological assessment, data analysis, or further academic
training such as a PhD in neuroscience.

More information can be found on the website. —
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MASTER
Business Administration

Introduction

The master’s in business administration at Amsterdam Business School (UvA) offers several

specialisation tracks (Consumer Marketing, Digital Marketing, International Business, Strategy,

Leadership & Management, etc.). It trains students in business theory and practice with emphasis —
on analytical, managerial, and strategic skills.

Curriculum

This full-time, one-year programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) starts in February and September,
depending on the track chosen. Students take track-specific courses within their chosen
specialisation. The programme includes practical projects with companies and concludes with a
Master’s thesis. Furthermore, some tracks include restricted-choice electives.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s or Master’s degree in Business, Economics, or a closely related

field. Students with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology may be eligible if they can demonstrate —
sufficient quantitative, analytical, and business-related background. Furthermore, the university will

evaluate your GPA and a motivation letter. Those who do not yet meet the requirements may be

offered a pre-Master’s programme to gain the necessary competencies.

Carreer prospects
Graduates move into roles in management consulting, strategy, digital marketing, consumer

insights, leadership roles in organisations, business analytics, etc.

More information can be found on the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Child Development and Education

Introduction

The Master’s programme in Child Development and Education at the University of Amsterdam

provides an overview of research on child development and education. It combines developmental

theory with applied approaches in education and child-care settings, preparing students to engage —
with both research and professional practice.

Curriculum

This is a full-time, two-year programme with 120 ECTS (English-taught). The Master’s begins with

a share programme; further courses depend on the chosen specialisation. These include Forensic
Orthopedagogics, Orthopedagogics, and Disciplinary/elective courses. In these courses, students

engage in advanced developmental psychology topics, assessment and intervention methods, and

electives in areas such as education policy or specialised development tracks. Students complete

an applied thesis and an internship in an educational, caregiving or youth-care environment. The

curriculum emphasises skills in design analysis and evaluation of educational or developmental

programmes. o

Admission

Students require a Bachelor’s degree in pedagogical sciences, educational sciences, developmental
psychology, or related fields, such as psychology or sociology. Minor coursework (<30 ECTS) may
be required if specific prerequisites are missing. Applicants also need to have a sufficient GPA,
provide a motivation letter, and go through an application interview.

Carreer prospects

Graduates are well positioned for careers in youth care, educational support services,

developmental assessment units, or policy roles in child welfare. Many alumni continue into

research and doctoral study in developmental or educational psychology. The programme fosters —
capability for both applied intervention work and scientific research.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Coaching & Vitality in Organisations -

Introduction

This track focuses on the psychology of work, well-being, and personal growth. It prepares

students to enhance vitality, resilience, and motivation in individuals and organisations through

evidence-based coaching and intervention methods. —

Curriculum

The full-time, one-year (60 ECTS, English-taught) shared programme includes courses on coaching
theory and practice, occupational health psychology, and interventions for sustainable work
performance. Students participate in coaching labs, complete an internship in an organisational or
coaching context, and finish with an empirical master’s thesis.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic

psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual, empirical

research paper. Furthermore, applicants should demonstrate knowledge in personnel psychology, —
organizational structure/inter and intra-group processes, and work motivation and occupational

health psychology. Experience with coaching or HR contexts is beneficial but not mandatory.

Carreer prospects

Graduates work as organisational coaches, HR development specialists, wellbeing consultants,
or researchers in occupational health and coaching psychology. The programme also provides a
foundation for professional coaching certification.

More information can be found on the website.
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DUAL MASTER
Communication and Information

Introduction

The Communication and Information Master (dual MSc) focuses on argumentative and
informational language in domains such as law, politics, health and academia, combining
discourse analysis, rhetoric and practical communication skills.

Curriculum

This is a 90-ECTS (English-taught) dual programme (18 months) combining academic courses in
discourse analysis, argumentation theory, and genres with a career-oriented internship and applied
assignments. The track is based on strong small-scale teaching and professional mentoring. The
programme is shared throughout and includes a Master’s thesis and internship.

Admission

Applicants with a Bachelor’s in Humanities or Social Sciences, with at least 5 ECTS (or equivalent)
in communication, argumentation, or discourse analysis, are eligible. The selective dual programme
uses an Admissions Board and has strict application deadlines. Applicants must also provide their
GPA and a motivation statement.

Carreer prospects

Potential careers with this Master’s include professional communicator, policy writer,
argumentation analyst, discourse researcher, consultant for public institutions, or roles in health
and legal communication.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Communication Science

Introduction

This Master’s focuses on the academic study of the production, contents, meanings and effects of
media communication on different scales. It investigates media effects, strategic communication,
media theory and practice, and how communication shapes society.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) consists of general core courses

in communication theory, advanced research methodology and data analysis, combined with
track-specific courses where students build expertise in their chosen domain. These tracks

include Persuasive Communication, Corporate Communication, Political Communication, and
Entertainment Communication. Courses depend on the chosen track, and all specialisations include
a Master’s thesis. Throughout the programme, students work on applied research and project
assignments, analysing real communication problems and developing evidence-based solutions.

Admission

Applicants with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology are eligible. Track-specific prerequisites may
apply, such as prior exposure to communication- or media-related topics. If certain foundational
knowledge is missing, students may be required to complete preparatory coursework before
starting the master’s programme.

Carreer prospects

Graduates pursue careers in media organisations, public relations, corporate communication,
advertising, strategic communication consulting, political communication, and marketing agencies.
The programme provides an excellent foundation for roles in health communication campaigns,
behavioural strategy, and data-driven communication research.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Complex Systems & Policy

Introduction

This programme uses interdisciplinary perspectives to analyse and design solutions for complex

societal challenges. The programme brings together complexity science, computational modelling,

data analysis, and public policy. Students learn to think in systems, identify non-linear feedback —
loops, simulate dynamic behaviour, and translate model outcomes into informed policy advice. The

programme focuses on domains such as sustainability, climate adaptation, public health, urban

planning, and governance.

Curriculum

This two-year, full-time programme (120 ECTS, English-taught) integrates theoretical and

applied components. Students follow a shared programme with courses in complexity science,

computational modelling, system dynamics, and network analysis, alongside courses that explore

policy processes and decision-making. Elective modules allow students to specialise in domains

such as sustainability, health, innovation, or urban systems. Throughout the programme, students

work with actual case studies and learn to translate modelling and data outcomes into actionable —
strategies. The programme concludes with a graduation project, as opposed to a thesis.

Admission

All academic Bachelor’s degrees are eligible, but applicants are required to have taken
programming (minimum of 10 ECTS); Calculus, linear algebra, probability theory, and/or statistics
(minimum of 10 ECTS), and courses in social and/or behavioral sciences (minimum of 10 ECTS). If
not all requirements are met, some exceptions can be made by the Admissions Board.

Carreer prospects
Graduates become policy analysts, systems modellers, policy consultants, data-informed

decision-makers in NGOs, government agencies, or research roles in interdisciplinary settings. —

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Conflict Resolution & Governance

Introduction

This Master’s explores how conflicts arise, escalate, and can be transformed through negotiation,
mediation, and governance interventions. The programme combines theory with hands-on practice,
examining conflict dynamics within political systems, institutions, and communities. Students
learn how to analyse the actors, interests, and power structures involved in conflicts, and how
governance frameworks can be designed to prevent escalation and foster constructive dialogue.

Curriculum

This full-time, one-year programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) offers an interdisciplinary curriculum
that integrates political science, conflict studies, and governance. Students follow a shared
programme on conflict analysis, negotiation and mediation, peacebuilding, and governance
systems. Elective courses allow students to specialise in themes such as international conflict,
urban governance, humanitarian response, or social justice. The programme includes workshops,
simulations, case-based learning, and applied project work in which students develop interventions
and conflict strategies for real-world scenarios. Students complete a research project at the end of
the Master’s, as opposed to a thesis.

Admission

Applicants with a Bachelor’s degree in Social Sciences or a closely related discipline are eligible,
but they are required to have at least 30 ECTS in social sciences on conflict resolution and/or
governance, plus at least 20 ECTS in social science methods and techniques. Applicants must also
provide their GPA. The admissions board evaluates each case individually. If students lack specific
methodological or subject-area prerequisites, the UvA may offer a pre-Master’s trajectory to bridge
missing knowledge. Minor deficiencies can also be addressed through a preparatory summer
module or a conflict studies minor.

Carreer prospects

Graduates pursue careers in mediation, conflict consultancy, governance advisory roles, NGOs,
international organisations, advocacy and peacebuilding institutions. The programme also
provides a solid foundation for careers in diplomacy and policy development, or for those wishing
to continue with academic or applied research.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Consultancy & Organisational Development -

Introduction

The Consultancy & Organisational Development track prepares students to analyse and improve

group dynamics, leadership, and organisational processes using psychological insights. The focus —
is on facilitating change and development in teams and organisations.

Curriculum

The full-time, one-year (60 ECTS, English-taught) shared programme features four core courses on
organisational change, consultancy skills, and group behaviour, as well as professional workshops
on mediation, presentation, and client communication. Students complete an internship within an
organisation and an applied Master’s thesis.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic

psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual, empirical —
research paper. Furthermore, applicants should demonstrate track-specific knowledge in personnel

psychology, organizational structure/inter and intra-group processes, and work motivation and

occupational health psychology. Work experience or demonstrated affinity with organisational

settings is an advantage. Admission is selective due to limited capacity.

Carreer prospects

Graduates become consultants, HR advisors, change managers, or team coaches. Many work
in consultancy firms, governmental organisations, or continue into research on organisational
psychology and development.

More information can be found on the website. —
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MASTER

Cultural and Social Anthropology -

Introduction

This Master’s programme explores how culture, identity, migration, institutions, and social life are

produced and experienced across different societies. The programme emphasises ethnographic

and qualitative research methods, engaging students in reflective fieldwork, cultural critique, and —
the study of how globalisation, mobility, power, and change shape human communities.

Curriculum

This full-time, one-year programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) offers an immersive environment for

anthropological research. Courses depend on the chosen track; these include Applied Anthropology,

Cultural and Social Anthropology, and Visual Anthropology. Restricted-choice electives are available

at the start of the programme in areas such as migration studies, globalisation, urban anthropology

or cultural politics, and apply these through a substantial research project or practicum. A

distinctive feature of the programme is the fieldwork component: students independently design

and conduct ethnographic research under supervision, then write a thesis reflecting on both

theoretical and empirical issues. —

Admission

Applicants should hold a Bachelor's degree in Anthropology or in another closely-related discipline,
such as Social Sciences or Humanities. Applicants also require at least 30 ECTS in Anthropology
courses and at least 20 ECTS in research methodology, especially quantitative research. Applicants
lacking in specific prerequisites may be required to complete a preparatory module or minor to
ensure readiness.

Carreer prospects
Roles in NGOs, cultural organisations, policy institutes, qualitative research consultancies,

community engagement and further academic research. —

More information can be found on the website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend

bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 189


https://www.uva.nl/shared-content/programmas/en/masters/cultural-and-social-anthropology/cultural-and-social-anthropology.html

University of Amsterdam > TABLE OF CONTENT

® NIP membership possible

MASTER

Cultural Psychology -

Introduction

Cultural Psychology investigates how culture shapes emotion, identity, cognition, and

interpersonal behaviour. The track examines how psychological theories and interventions can be

adapted across cultures to promote inclusion and diversity. —

Curriculum

The full-time, one-year (60 ECTS, English-taught) shared programme offers courses in cross-
cultural psychology, qualitative and quantitative research methods, and applied cultural projects.
Students can conduct their Master’s thesis in international or intercultural research settings, often
involving collaboration with NGOs or policy institutions; students also have a Master’s internship.
The programme offers a strong international focus with students and teachers from diverse
backgrounds, adding to the multiculturalism of the programme.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic —
psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual, empirical

research paper. Furthermore, knowledge of cultural psychology, as well as advanced knowledge in

a specific field of psychology, is required. Prior exposure to cultural or diversity-related studies is an

asset.

Carreer prospects

Graduates work as intercultural consultants, diversity trainers, researchers, or policy advisors.
Many pursue PhDs in cross-cultural or social psychology, or work in NGOs focusing on integration
and global development.

More information can be found on the website. —
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MASTER
Data Science (Information Studies) -

Introduction

Information Studies examines how people interact with information and digital systems, covering

information behaviour, organisation, digital curation, human-computer interaction and information

policy. —

Curriculum

This full-time, one-year programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) offers a blend of core courses and
restricted choice electives. Core modules include information retrieval and search systems, user
research and design methods, data curation and governance, and policy issues in information
infrastructure. Students can choose electives to specialise in tracks such as UX (user experience)
and human-computer interaction, data stewardship & governance, or digital humanities and cultural
data. The programme culminates in a Master’s thesis—often working in collaboration with an
external partner.

Admission —
A Bachelor’s degree in Psychology or a related discipline is eligible for the programme. Applicants

are required to have knowledge in academic skills (6 ECTS), programming (12 ECTS), statistics (6

ECTS), and data and information modelling (12 ECTS). Applicants must also submit their GPA.

Carreer prospects

Graduates of this programme pursue careers as information architects, UX researchers, digital
curators, data stewards, information consultants, or roles in government, cultural institutions and
technology companies. The combination of human-centred insight and technical competence also
prepares students for further academic research and doctoral study in areas such as information
science, digital humanities or human-computer interaction.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Gezondheidszorgpsychologie

Introductie

De master Gezondheidszorgpsychologie aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam is een praktijkgerichte,
klinisch georiénteerde opleiding die studenten voorbereidt op het werken binnen de geestelijke
gezondheidszorg. In deze master staat het begrijpen, diagnosticeren en behandelen van psychische
stoornissen centraal, waarbij zowel wetenschappelijke kennis als klinische vaardigheden
uitgebreid aan bod komen. Studenten ontwikkelen een evidence-based werkwijze en leren hoe

zij psychologische theorieén kunnen toepassen in de praktijk. Binnen het programma kiezen
studenten één van vier specialisaties: Klinische Psychologie, Klinische Neuropsychologie, Klinische
Forensische Psychologie of Klinische Ontwikkelingspsychologie. Elke specialisatie richt zich

op een specifiek werkveld en biedt verdieping in diagnostiek, behandeling en doelgroepgerichte
interventies.

Curriculum

Het programma heeft een omvang van 60 ECTS en wordt voltijds aangeboden. Het curriculum
bestaat uit een combinatie van theoretische vakken, praktische training en zelfstandig onderzoek.
In de kernvakken verdiepen studenten zich in psychopathologie, diagnostische methoden en
verschillende behandelvormen, zoals cognitieve gedragstherapie en andere evidence-based
interventies. Daarnaast volgen studenten vakken binnen hun gekozen specialisatie, waarin
specifieke doelgroepen en problematieken centraal staan. Een belangrijk onderdeel van de
opleiding is de stage in de geestelijke gezondheidszorg (GGZ). Tijdens deze stage doen studenten
praktijkervaring op, leren zij werken met cliénten en passen zij hun kennis toe onder begeleiding van
professionals. Parallel hieraan werken studenten aan hun masterthesis.

Toelating

Voor toelating tot deze master is een afgeronde bacheloropleiding in Psychologie vereist, met
voldoende voorkennis op het gebied van onderzoeksmethoden, statistiek en klinische psychologie.
Daarnaast gelden er specifieke toelatingseisen per specialisatie. Omdat het programma een
beperkte capaciteit heeft, wordt er een selectieprocedure gehanteerd. Hierbij wordt gekeken naar
academische prestaties, relevante voorkennis en soms ook motivatie of aanvullende ervaring.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden van de master Gezondheidszorgpsychologie hebben goede vooruitzichten op

de arbeidsmarkt binnen diverse sectoren. Veel alumni gaan aan de slag in de GGZ, ziekenhuizen,
revalidatiecentra, jeugdhulpverlening of de forensische zorg. Daarnaast vormt deze master een
belangrijke stap richting de postmasteropleiding tot gezondheidszorgpsycholoog (GZ-psycholoog),
een beschermde beroepstitel binnen Nederland. Ook zijn er mogelijkheden om door te stromen naar
wetenschappelijk onderzoek of promotietrajecten, afhankelijk van de interesses van de student.

Meer informatie vind je op de website.
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MASTER
Health Promotion & Behaviour Change

Introduction

This track trains students to develop, implement, and evaluate behavioural interventions to

promote health and prevent risk behaviours such as smoking, stress, and unhealthy eating. It

bridges psychology, communication, and public health. —

Curriculum

The full-time, one-year (60 ECTS, English-taught) shared programme includes courses in health
behaviour theory, intervention design, and evaluation methods. Students work on real-life health
campaigns or digital behaviour change projects and complete an internship and research-based
thesis. Courses include Obesity, Sex and STDs, Addiction, and Stress, culminating in a Master’s
thesis and finally, a Master’s internship.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic

psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual, empirical —
research paper. Track-specific requirements include basic knowledge of Clinical, Biological, and

Social Psychology, as well as advanced knowledge of Health Psychology and any other field of

Psychology. Experience in public health or applied behavioural research is beneficial.

Carreer prospects

Graduates become health promotion specialists, behavioural intervention designers, public health
consultants, NGO programme managers or policy advisors. It is also possible to continue with
PhD research in health psychology and behaviour change.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Human Resource & Career Management

Introduction

The Human Resource & Career Management track focuses on personnel selection, talent
development, and employee well-being. It explores how psychological principles can be applied to
optimise recruitment, motivation, and performance management in organisations.

Curriculum

This one-year full-time (60 ECTS, English-taught) shared programme offers specialised courses,
such as Psychological Assessment and Career Management. Students gain hands-on experience
with assessment instruments, performance appraisal, and career coaching. The programme
concludes with an internship and a Master's thesis that integrates scientific research with practical
application.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic
psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual, empirical
research paper. Furthermore, applicants should demonstrate track-specific knowledge in personnel
psychology, organizational structure/inter and intra-group processes, and work motivation and
occupational health psychology.

Carreer prospects

Graduates typically pursue careers as HR consultants, assessment specialists, talent managers,
career coaches, or organisational development advisors. Many work in consultancy firms,
corporate HR departments, or continue in applied psychological research.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Identity and Integration (European Studies) .

Introduction

This Master’s programme explores how culture, identity, migration, and transnationalism shape

Europe and its societies. It places emphasis on the cultural, historical, and political dimensions

of European identity—investigating how nationalism, migration flows, media, and globalisation —
reconstruct belonging and difference within and across national borders.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) has a shared programme including
seminars in historiography, cultural studies, media and politics, with electives and a Master’s thesis,
as well as tutoring and study guidance. Electives allow specialisation in areas such as migration,
life-writing, memory & conflict, or urban diversity. The programme culminates in the Master’s thesis,
where students independently research a topic relating to European identity, culture, or integration.

Admission

Applicants with a Bachelor’s in European Studies or Social Sciences/Humanities with at least 30 —
ECTS in European history and/or culture are eligible to apply. Applicants missing this background

should expect to undertake preparatory coursework or an admissions essay requirement.

Carreer prospects

Graduates are well placed for roles in cultural policy, media and heritage organisations, research
institutes, NGOs, international institutions, or for further academic training (such as a PhD)
focused on Europe, culture, identity or migration. The international and interdisciplinary nature of
the programme gives students a strong foundation for positions where cultural analysis, critical
thinking and cross-border perspective are important.

More information can be found on the website. —
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DUAL MASTER
Journalistiek en Media

Introductie

De duale master Journalistiek en Media aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam combineert
academisch onderzoek met intensieve praktijkervaring binnen nieuws- en mediaproductie.
Studenten ontwikkelen een kritische, analytische blik op journalistieke processen en
mediastromen, terwijl ze tegelijkertijd werken aan echte producties voor diverse redacties. Het
programma biedt een professionele leeromgeving waarin academische journalistiekstudies
worden verweven met praktische vaardigheden zoals storytelling, onderzoeksjournalistiek,
interviewtechnieken en multimediaal produceren.

Curriculum

Het 90 ECTS-programma bestaat uit drie onderdelen: wetenschappelijke vorming, ambachtelijke
vorming en journalistieke verdieping & innovatie. Studenten volgen grotendeels hetzelfde
programma, behalve de stage en trackspecifieke onderdelen. Theorie is voor beide tracks gelijk; een
deel van de praktijkvakken is trackspecifiek. Praktijkonderwijs gebeurt in kleine groepen, theorie in
grotere colleges. Het programma kent twee fasen. In fase 1 leer je de basis van journalistiek, werk
je aan eigen producties en krijg je inzicht in media en theorie. Fase 2 (na de stage) richt zich op
verdieping en innovatie, met complexere producties en gespecialiseerde workshops. De opleiding
sluit je af met een scriptie of meesterproef.

Toelating

Er wordt een kleine groep studenten toegelaten na een zorgvuldige selectie-procedure. Er is ruimte
voor studenten met diverse achtergronden. Psychologie-afgestudeerden zijn welkom wanneer ze
sterke schrijfvaardigheid en onderzoeksvaardigheden aantonen. Toelating vereist voorbeelden van
geschreven werk, motivatiebrief en selectiegesprek.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden vinden werk binnen uiteenlopende media- en nieuwsorganisaties.
Veelvoorkomende functies zijn journalist (online, print, radio of televisie), onderzoeksjournalist,
multimedia-producent, redacteur of onderzoeksredacteur. Dankzij de combinatie van academische
vorming en intensieve praktijkervaring beschikken alumni over een stevig portfolio en zijn zij

direct inzetbaar in de journalistieke sector. De analytische onderzoeksvaardigheden maken

hen tevens geschikt voor functies op het gebied van contentcreatie, communicatiestrategie of
maatschappelijke onderzoeksprojecten.

Meer informatie vind je op de website.
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DUAL MASTER
Kunst, Cultuur en Politiek -

Introductie

Kunst, Cultuur en Politiek onderzoekt de wisselwerking tussen kunstpraktijken, culturele

instituties en beleid. De opleiding richt zich op de politieke en maatschappelijke betekenis van

kunst en cultuur, en op de vraag hoe besluitvorming, financiering en beleid culturele productie —
en publieke waarde vormgeven. Studenten analyseren actuele cultuurdebatten, zoals publieke

toegankelijkheid, culturele diversiteit, identiteit, en de rol van kunst in maatschappelijke

verandering. Het programma combineert theoretische perspectieven uit cultuurstudies en

kunstpolitiek met praktijkgerichte opdrachten in samenwerking met culturele organisaties.

Curriculum

De opleiding duurt één jaar (60 ECTS) en biedt zowel een theoretisch traject als een beleidsgericht

traject. In gezamenlijke seminars worden onderwerpen behandeld zoals culturele politiek,

kunstkritiek, instituties en governance in de culturele sector. Studenten werken aan projecten met

culturele instellingen en hebben de mogelijkheid om een stage te lopen om praktijkervaring op te

doen. De opleiding wordt afgerond met een scriptie of een praktijkgericht beleidsproject, waarin —
studenten zelfstandig onderzoek doen naar een vraagstuk binnen kunstbeleid, cultuurpolitiek of

institutionele besluitvorming.

Toelating
Psychologie-afgestudeerden kunnen worden toegelaten indien zij minsten 30 ECTS o phet gebied
van culturele studies hebben gevolgd. Daarnaast is er een Nederlandse taaleis.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden vinden werk in de culturele sector, culturele beleidsorganisaties en instellingen die

zich bezighouden met programmamaken, onderzoek en beleidsontwikkeling. Veel voorkomende

functies zijn cultural policy officer, project- of programmacodrdinator binnen culturele instellingen, —
medewerker tentoonstellingspraktijk of curatieassistent, of onderzoeker/adviseur in culturele

studies en cultuurbeleid. De opleiding vormt tevens een solide basis voor een carriére in culturele

consultancy, fondsenwerving, publieke cultuurprogrammering of verdere academische studie.

Meer informatie vind je op de website.
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MASTER

Medical Anthropology and Sociology

Introduction

The Master’s programme in Medical Anthropology and Sociology at the University of Amsterdam
explores health, illness and healthcare systems through anthropological, sociological and science-
&-technology lenses. Students are trained to critically analyse how health and care are shaped by
political, economic, cultural and technological processes in a globalising world.

Curriculum

This full-time, one-year programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) integrates theoretical courses

in medical anthropology, sociology of health and care, and science & technology studies with
advanced training in qualitative and mixed methods research. Students learn to conduct fieldwork
or ethnographic data collection, engage with case studies from local and global health contexts,
and collaborate with healthcare organisations or research institutions. The programme includes
an elective and 27 ECTS of fieldwork, culminating in a Master’s thesis in which students pursue an
independent project, often in collaboration with external stakeholders, on a topic of their interest in
health, care, or the body.

Admission

Applicants should hold a Bachelor’s degree in a relevant field (such as psychology, anthropology,
sociology, health sciences or a related discipline) and demonstrate competence in social-science
research methods. Further, at least 18 ECTS in the social sciences is required, as well as 12 ECTS
in research methodology. The admissions committee may require your grades or bridging modules
(up to 30 ECTS) to make up for missing background in anthropology, sociology, or methods.

A pre-Master’s option is available for those needing preparation.

Carreer prospects

Graduates go on to roles in public health research, health policy, NGO research, hospital research
units, social science departments, or may proceed to PhD study. They are well prepared to analyse
complex health issues, design interventions, contribute to healthcare systems and combine
anthropological insight with empirical research in diverse contexts.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Music Studies

Introduction

The Master’s programme Music Studies at the University of Amsterdam examines music as a

cultural, historical and cognitive phenomenon. The programme connects different musicological

perspectives, historical musicology, cultural/music anthropology, and cognitive musicology, and —
offers students the opportunity to study how music functions in society, how musical meaning

is constructed, and how the mind processes music. The programme is interdisciplinary and links

music to the humanities, social sciences and cognitive science.

Curriculum

This full-time and part-time, one-year programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) allows students to

learn about musicology in historical, cultural, or cognitive contexts. The curriculum consists of

a shared programme, with both restricted choice and free electives, as well as opportunities

for interdisciplinary collaboration. Students may pursue an optional internship with a cultural or

research institution, and they complete the programme with a Master’s thesis in which they conduct

independent research. —

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in Psychology is sufficient to be eligible to apply. Further, it is recommended
to have a minor in music/musicology or at least 30 ECTS in music history or musicology. Those
applicants from conservatoria or applied backgrounds may be advised to complete a pre-master's.

Carreer prospects

Graduates work as researchers in music cognition, cultural and music institutions, archives or

museums, or pursue roles in cultural policy, music education, or communication and programming

within the arts sector. The programme also provides a strong foundation for PhD research in

musicology or the cognitive sciences. —

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Neuroeconomics

Introduction

The Master’s programme in Neuroeconomics at the University of Amsterdam is an
interdisciplinary programme that combines insights from economics, psychology, and
neuroscience to study how people make decisions about value, risk and reward. It explores the
neural and cognitive processes underlying economic behaviour, such as choice under uncertainty,
social decision-making, and reward learning. The programme brings together behavioural
economics, neuroimaging, and computational modelling to understand decision-making at both
the behavioural and neural levels.

Curriculum

Neuroeconomics is a specialization of the Business Economics Master’s. It is a full-time, one-

year programme (60 ECTS, English-taught). The programme includes coursework in behavioural
economics, cognitive neuroscience, neuroimaging methods (such as fMRI and EEG), and statistical
and computational data analysis. Students engage in interdisciplinary research projects that
integrate brain and behaviour data, applying experimental and modelling techniques to real
decision-making problems. The programme culminates in a research seminar and a Master’s
thesis.

Admission

Applicants with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology are eligible, provided they have completed
sufficient coursework in statistics, research methods, and data analysis, and can demonstrate
strong quantitative and methodological skills. Prior coursework in economics, neuroscience or
programming (e.g. MATLAB, R or Python) is considered advantageous. The admissions board
assesses academic background and fit with the interdisciplinary nature of the programme.

Carreer prospects

Graduates pursue careers in academia and research, behavioural and neuroeconomics
consultancy, market research, public policy, or data science roles in government and industry.
The programme’s strong quantitative and interdisciplinary foundation also prepares students for
doctoral research in cognitive neuroscience, behavioural economics, or decision science.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Onderwijswetenschappen -

Introductie

De master Onderwijswetenschappen aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam richt zich op het

begrijpen, ontwerpen en verbeteren van leerprocessen, curricula en onderwijsinnovaties.

De opleiding onderzoekt hoe mensen leren, hoe onderwijs kan worden vormgegeven en hoe —
wetenschappelijke inzichten vertaald worden naar onderwijspraktijk en onderwijskundig beleid.

Studenten leren kritisch kijken naar de kwaliteit van onderwijs, implementatie van vernieuwingen

en de manier waarop data en onderzoek worden ingezet om onderwijsbeslissingen te

onderbouwen.

Curriculum

Dit eenjarige, voltijdse programma (60 ECTS) bestaat uit kernvakken in leertheorie,

onderwijsonderzoek, beleidsanalyse en onderzoeksmethodologie. Daarnaast is er een skills-

component waarin studenten leren ontwerpen, evalueren en adviseren binnen onderwijscontexten.

Studenten kunnen hun studie personaliseren via keuzevakken of een project in een specifieke

onderwijssector (bijvoorbeeld basisonderwijs, voortgezet onderwijs, hoger onderwijs of corporate —
learning). Het programma bevat een stage of praktijkproject, vaak in samenwerking met scholen,
onderwijsadviesbureaus of beleidsinstellingen, en wordt afgesloten met een masterthese.

Toelating

Psychologie-BSc wordt als relevant beschouwd; toelating vereist voldoende kennis van
onderzoeksmethoden en statistiek. In combinatie met een bachelor Psychologie is een minor
Onderwijswetenschappen of Onderwijskunde vereist (30 ECTS). Tijdens je aanmelding dien je
documenten die je motivatie en academische achtergrond toelichten.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden vinden werk als onderwijsonderzoeker, curriculumontwikkelaar, onderwijsadviseur, —
beleidsmedewerker binnen onderwijsorganisaties of overheid, projectleider onderwijsinnovatie, of

in functies gericht op professional development en kwaliteitszorg binnen onderwijsinstellingen. De

opleiding biedt bovendien een goede basis voor verdere academische onderzoeksprojecten of een

PhD-traject.

Meer informatie vind je op de website.
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MASTER

Pedagogische Wetenschappen -

Introductie

De master Pedagogische Wetenschappen aan de Universiteit van Amsterdam richt zich op de

ontwikkeling, opvoeding en begeleiding van kinderen en jongeren in verschillende contexten, zoals

gezinnen, scholen, jeugdzorg en forensische instellingen. De opleiding onderzoekt hoe gedrags- —
en ontwikkelingsproblemen ontstaan, hoe opvoeding en omgeving hierbij een rol spelen, en hoe

interventies ontworpen en ingezet kunnen worden om ontwikkeling en welzijn te bevorderen.

Studenten kiezen uit verschillende specialisaties (orthopedagogiek, forensische orthopedagogiek,

preventieve jeugdhulp en opvoeding of Youth at Risk), waardoor zij vanuit uiteenlopende praktijk- en
onderzoeksperspectieven leren kijken naar opvoeding en ontwikkelingsprocessen.

Curriculum

Elke specialisatie is een voltijdse éénjarige master (60 ECTS) met een combinatie van theoretische

vakken, onderzoeksvaardigheden en beroepspraktijk. Studenten volgen vakken op het gebied van

ontwikkeling, diagnostiek, interventieontwerp en evidence-based behandelmethoden. Praktische

componenten zoals stages, practica, vaardigheidstrainingen en beroepsgerichte assessments zijn —
in de meeste tracks geintegreerd. Het programma sluit af met een empirische masterthese, vaak

gekoppeld aan een stageplek of een vraagstuk uit de praktijk.

Toelating

Een bachelor in Psychologie biedt de mogelijkheid om een van deze mastertracks te volgen. Voor
sommige specialisaties gelden aanvullende eisen, zoals een specifieke afstudeerrichting of minor.
Tijdens je aanmelding dien je documenten die je motivatie en academische achtergrond toelichten.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden werken als orthopedagoog, jeugdwerker, behandelcoordinator, forensisch

orthopedagoog, beleidsmedewerker jeugd en opvoeding, of als onderzoeker binnen —
onderwijs-, opvoedings- en jeugdzorginstellingen. De opleiding biedt tevens een goede basis

voor vervolgopleidingen, zoals postmasterregistratie en gedragswetenschappelijke BIG-

registratietrajecten.

Meer informatie vind je op de website.
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MASTER
Political Science -

Introduction

The Master’s programme in Political Science at the University of Amsterdam examines how

political systems operate and how power, governance and public decision-making shape societies.

The programme covers key subfields of modern political science, including Comparative Politics, —
International Relations, Political Economy, Public Policy and Governance, European Politics,

Political Theory, and Gender & Sexuality in politics. Each specialisation provides a different lens

through which students analyse political institutions, policy processes, political behaviour, and

global political developments.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time programme (60 ECTS) combines theoretical depth with applied political

analysis. Students choose a specialisation track (e.g., Comparative Politics, Gender and Sexuality,

International Relations, Political Theory, etc.) and follow thematic core courses related to that

track, complemented by advanced qualitative and quantitative methods training. Depending on

the specialisation, the programme may include policy seminars, simulations, collaborative case —
projects, and practice-oriented assignments. Students also take electives to tailor their study focus

and complete a Master’s thesis or a capstone project, often connected to real-world political or

policy challenges.

Admission

Applicants require a Bachelor’s in Political Science or related fields, including Psychology.

Applicants must demonstrate quantitative and qualitative research skills and an interest in political

questions, with at least 30 ECTS in political science, and at least 20 ECTS in social sciences

research methodology. Track-specific prerequisites exist; the Admissions Board may require

completion of up to 30 ECTS bridging modules or proof of prior coursework in relevant subjects.

Selection and deadline rules vary per track. —

Carreer prospects

Graduates work as policy advisors, analysts in governmental or international organisations,
consultants for public or private sectors, researchers in think tanks or NGOs, or continue into
PhD programmes. Many alumni pursue careers in diplomacy, media and political communication,
advocacy, or roles that require strong analytical and research capabilities in complex political
environments.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Religious Studies

Introduction

The Master’s programme Religious Studies at the University of Amsterdam investigates religion,

spirituality and related cultural practices in both historical and contemporary societies. The

programme examines how religious meaning is constructed, how spirituality shapes social and —
political life, and how religious traditions adapt in modern contexts. The UvA has an internationally

recognised expertise in Western esotericism and offers a broad comparative perspective across

different traditions, including studies of Islam, Judaism, Christianity, contemporary spirituality,

new religious movements and alternative spiritual subcultures.

Curriculum

The programme is offered as a full-time, one-year Master of Arts (MA, 60 ECTS, English-taught)
with a focus on spirituality and religion, and as a two-year Research Master’s. Students take core
courses in historical, textual, and social-scientific methods, complemented by specialised electives.
The programme emphasises academic writing, critical analysis and research design. Students
complete the programme with a Master’s thesis, allowing them to develop expertise in a specific —
domain.

Admission

Any Bachelor's degree in the humanities, law, or social sciences with a minimum of 30 ECTS taken
in the field of Religious Studies is eligible. Applicants are expected to have an awareness of basic
theoretical notions in the field of Religious Studies. The admissions committee will also request a
motivation letter and a GPA. When disciplinary background in the humanities is limited, students
may be required to complete up to 30 ECTS of preparatory courses or a pre-Master’s trajectory
before starting the programme.

Carreer prospects —
Graduates work in research, education, cultural heritage and museum institutions, journalism and

media, or roles that engage with religious diversity, public communication, policy, or social and

cultural analysis. The programme also provides a strong foundation for further academic study,

including Research Master programmes and PhD trajectories.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Social Influence

Introduction

The Social Influence track examines how social-psychological mechanisms shape human

behaviour and how these insights can be used to encourage positive behavioural change in areas

such as sustainability, public health, and communication. —

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time programme (60 ECTS, English taught) combines theoretical and practical
components. Students explore attitude change, persuasion, and social norm interventions

through coursework, lab projects, culminating in an internship and an applied Master’s thesis. The
programme also focuses on applying research methods. Collaboration with governmental and non-
profit organisations allows real-world research experience.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic

psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual empirical —
research paper. Further, applicants are required to have taken at least15 ECTS of both

comprehensive and advanced social psychology courses.

Carreer prospects

Graduates work as behavioural scientists, policy advisors, and consultants in marketing,
sustainability, and public health sectors, or pursue PhD research in social psychology or
behavioural change.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER

Sociology

Introduction

The Master's programme Sociology at the University of Amsterdam examines how social
structures, institutions and everyday interactions shape human behaviour. Students analyse major
societal challenges such as inequality, migration, gender and sexuality, labour and organisations,
sustainability, and urban change. The programme combines sociological theory with rigorous
empirical research, enabling students to critically interpret contemporary social issues and
contribute evidence-based insights to public debate and policy.

Curriculum

This one-year, full-time programme (60 ECTS, English-taught) offers two specialisation tracks:
Gender & Sexuality and Sociology. The core curriculum includes advanced training in qualitative
and quantitative methods, research design, and sociological theory. Students participate in
seminars, small research projects, and optional fieldwork or internship placements with social
organisations, policy institutes or NGOs. The programme culminates in a Master’s thesis seminar
and an empirically oriented Master’s thesis, in which students conduct independent research on a
sociological problem of their choosing.

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in Sociology or other related social science discipline makes an applicant
eligible. Furthermore, applicants are expected to have a solid basis in the field of sociological
theory and social sciences research methodology with at least 60 ECTS in related courses.
Applicants without sufficient background in sociology or social theory may be required to follow
additional coursework or bridging modules (up to 30 ECTS). The Admissions Board evaluates
whether the applicant’s academic profile fits the chosen specialisation and research focus.

Carreer prospects

Graduates work as policy analysts, social researchers in governmental or non-profit organisations,
consultants in social policy or organisational development, NGO analysts, or data-driven
researchers in applied research settings. The programme also offers a strong foundation for
academic research and PhD trajectories in sociology or related social-science disciplines.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Sport and Performance Psychology -

Introduction

Sport and Performance Psychology focuses on the cognitive and emotional processes that affect

performance and well-being in sports and other high-pressure professions. Students learn how to

help individuals and teams achieve optimal performance through psychological assessment and —
intervention.

Curriculum

The full-time, one-year (60 ECTS, English-taught) shared programme includes courses in
performance enhancement, stress regulation, and applied interventions. Students complete an
internship in a sport or performance organisation and conduct a Master’s thesis grounded in
empirical research. The curriculum integrates science-based training with applied practice and
methodology.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic —
psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual empirical

research paper. Furthermore, applicants are required to have at least 6 ECTS in sport or

performance psychology and at least 12 ECTS in advanced psychology.

Carreer prospects

Graduates become sport and performance psychologists, mental coaches, or consultants
for athletes and performers. Some continue with doctoral research or pursue post-master
certification to qualify as licensed sport psychologists in the Netherlands.

More information can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Training & Development -

Introduction

Training & Development prepares students to design and evaluate training programmes that foster

learning and growth in individuals and organisations. It combines evidence-based psychology with

applied training and facilitation skills. —

Curriculum

The full-time, one-year (60 ECTS, English-taught) shared programme integrates theory and practice
to teach students to be trainers. Students take part in trainer tutorials and complete an internship
and a Master’s thesis.

Admission

All Psychology bachelor’s are eligible, assuming there is sufficient knowledge about basic

psychology, methods, and statistics (specifically quantitatively), and an individual empirical

research paper. Applicants are required to have knowledge and skills in the field of basic

conversation techniques in psychology, specialist knowledge in one of the areas of Psychology, and —
aptitude as demonstrated in Multiple Mini Interviews (MMI).

Carreer prospects

Graduates work as trainers, learning and development specialists, HR advisors, or consultants in
educational, governmental, and corporate contexts. The programme also provides a foundation for
research in adult learning and organisational training.

More information can be found on the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Child Development and Education

Introduction

The two-year Research Master Child Development and Education at the University of Amsterdam

focuses on understanding cognitive, social, emotional and educational development from infancy

through adolescence. The programme combines developmental and educational science with —
advanced methodological and analytical training. Students learn to design and carry out high-

quality empirical research, critically evaluate scientific literature and contribute to evidence-based

innovations in education, youth care and developmental research.

Curriculum

This full-time programme (120 ECTS) offers extensive coursework in developmental psychology,

educational sciences, learning environments and intervention effectiveness. A strong

methodological component includes advanced quantitative and qualitative research methods,

longitudinal and experimental designs, and data analysis techniques. Students participate in

research labs and field studies, develop their own research proposals and collaborate closely

with academic research groups. The programme concludes with a substantial empirical Master’s —
thesis, often designed as a publishable research project or as preparation for a PhD trajectory.

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in Psychology generally satisfies the prior-knowledge requirements, especially
when students have completed coursework in developmental psychology, educational psychology
and research methodology (including statistics). The admissions committee evaluates academic
performance, methodological competencies and research motivation. Additional requirements
may apply, such as submitting writing samples, a thesis or proof of quantitative skills. In case of
missing prerequisites, applicants may be assigned bridging coursework.

Carreer prospects —
The programme prepares graduates for research-oriented careers, including PhD positions in

developmental or educational psychology, research roles in universities, research institutes,

NGOs, governmental organisations and evidence-based policy or intervention development.

Graduates are trained to contribute to high-impact research on child development and educational

improvement.

More information can be found on the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Media Studies

Introduction

The two-year Research Master in Media Studies at the University of Amsterdam prepares

students for scholarly research on media, culture and digital technologies. The programme

approaches media as social, cultural and technological systems, and trains students to analyse —
how media shape politics, identity, public debate, creative industries and everyday life. It is highly

interdisciplinary, combining insights from cultural studies, critical theory, digital humanities, and

science and technology studies.

Curriculum

This full-time, two-year programme (120 ECTS, English-taught) offers advanced theoretical courses

along with rigorous training in qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods. Students participate

in supervised research labs or placements within ongoing academic projects, gaining experience

in designing and executing research at a professional level. Seminar discussions, methodological

workshops and independent research assignments build toward an extended Master's thesis, often

intended for conference presentation or publication. The structure of the programme is explicitly —
geared toward preparing students for doctoral research.

Admission

Any Bachelor’'s in Humanities or Social Sciences, with a minimum of 30 ECTS taught from a strong
Humanities perspective in media, film, television, communication, or digital culture studies, is
eligible to apply. Furthermore, the admissions committee requires a GPA, a motivation statement,
and a sample of written work. Where the theoretical background in humanities or media studies is
limited, the committee may assign preparatory or bridging modules prior to enrolment.

Carreer prospects

Graduates pursue research-focused careers, including PhD positions, academic research —
and teaching roles, senior analyst positions in media strategy and digital culture studies, and

consultancy roles in policy, cultural organisations, and creative industries. The programme equips

students with advanced conceptual and methodological skills required for high-level research

careers.

More information can be found on the website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Psychology -

Introduction

The Research Master in Psychology at the University of Amsterdam is a highly selective, two-year

programme designed for students who aim to become scientific researchers. The programme

provides in-depth training in psychological theory and a strong foundation in advanced —
quantitative and qualitative research methods. Students engage with cutting-edge research

questions across multiple psychological domains, such as brain and cognition, social psychology,

clinical psychology, developmental psychology, and methods/data science, developing the

expertise to contribute to evidence-based innovation within academia and applied research

settings.

Curriculum

This full-time, two-year programme (120 ECTS, English-taught) combines advanced coursework

in research methodology, data analysis, and specialised psychological theory. The curriculum

allows students to select a major and minor to tailor their scientific profile, providing room

for specialisation in areas such as cognitive neuroscience, clinical psychology, or quantitative —
methods. Workshops, lab rotations, and colloquia further immerse students in ongoing research

within UvA’s psychological research groups. Students are required to complete a research Master’s

internship in the first year and a Master’s thesis in the second year.

Admission

Admission to this Research Master is competitive. Applicants must demonstrate excellent

academic performance, strong methodological preparation (including statistics and research

design), and clear research motivation. Selection involves an evaluation of academic transcripts,

a motivation and research interest essay, and often an interview. The admissions committee

assesses whether the candidate has the necessary foundation to participate in high-level

research. —

Carreer prospects

Graduates are well prepared for PhD positions and research careers in universities, research
institutes, governmental organisations, and data-driven applied research environments. The
programme is intentionally structured as a stepping stone toward academic careers and high-level
scientific research.

More information can be found on the website.
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Vriye Universiteit Amsterdam

Since its founding in 1880, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU Amsterdam) has been known for its

unique, socially engaged approach to academic research and education. The VU is more than just

a place to study; it is a university with a mission—to contribute to a better world through science, —
education, and dialogue. Our commitment to combining academic rigor with a strong sense of

social responsibility sets us apart in the Dutch and international academic landscape.

At VU Amsterdam, gaining knowledge is not only about deepening your expertise, but also about
broadening your perspective. We challenge our students, researchers, PhD candidates, and staff
to look further — beyond their own interests, beyond disciplinary boundaries, beyond the familiar,
and beyond the present moment. This mindset is deeply embedded in our master's programmes
in Psychology. Whether you choose Clinical Psychology, Work and Organizational Psychology,
Neuropsychology, or another specialization, you will be encouraged to engage with complex
societal challenges and explore diverse scientific perspectives.

Academic freedom and independence are core values at VU Amsterdam. The name “Vrije
Universiteit” (Free University) reflects our foundation as an institution independent of church,
state, or commercial interests. This principle of intellectual freedom continues to guide our work
today, fostering a climate where open, critical, and innovative thinking can flourish.
VU Amsterdam operates on three core values:

Responsible
+ Open
+ Personally engaged

Located in the vibrant and international city of Amsterdam, the VU offers an inspiring and

accessible academic environment with strong ties to both the research community and the —
professional field. Students benefit from small-scale education, close contact with lecturers, and a

curriculum that integrates theory, practice, and reflection.

In addition to the masters in this guide, with a minor in the field of Communication or Governance,
most of those masters are also accessible for psychology students.

Contact information

General questions about studying at VU Amsterdam: studiekeuze.fgb@vu.nl

Questions about the Psychology programme, courses, or study advice: studieadvies.fgb@vu.nl
More information about the university can be found on the website.
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MASTER
Artificial Intelligence

Introduction

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is transforming the way we live, work, and interact. From healthcare
innovations to financial forecasting, Al is shaping the future of society. The MSc Artificial
Intelligence at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam equips you with the skills to design, analyse, and
apply Al systems in real-world contexts. The programme has a unique focus on hybrid intelligence:
the collaboration between humans and Al systems.

Curriculum

This two-year programme provides a solid foundation in core Al methods and techniques,
including machine learning, natural language processing, robotics, data mining, and computer
vision. You will take courses such as Machine Learning, Knowledge Representation, Natural
Language Processing, Robotics and Computer Vision, and Data Mining Techniques. In addition,
there are opportunities to specialise, for example in cognitive science or Al for healthcare.
Teaching is delivered by leading researchers in the field, and you will work on practical projects
addressing real-world challenges, learning to combine scientific insights with concrete
applications. The programme culminates in a master’s thesis, in which you conduct in-depth
research on a specific Al topic.

Admission

To be admitted to the Master’s in Artificial Intelligence you need a university-level Bachelor’s
degree in Artificial Intelligence, Computer Science, Information Science, Mathematics, Physics,

or a related discipline. Your prior education must include at least 18 ECTSof Al-related courses.
Candidates without a direct Al background may still be considered if they can demonstrate
relevant knowledge and successfully complete a Python programming test. A GPA of at least 7.0
(or international equivalent) is required. Admissions are also based on motivation, prior academic
or work experience in Al, and clearly formulated academic and professional goals. Applicants
whose previous education was not taught in English must demonstrate proficiency through a
recognised English language test.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Master’s in Artificial Intelligence are in high demand both in academia and in
industry. Many continue into PhD programmes, while others begin their careers as data scientists,
Al engineers, consultants, or product developers. Career opportunities are broad, spanning
healthcare, business, government, and the technology sector. Thanks to the programme’s
international outlook and its emphasis on hybrid intelligence, graduates are well prepared to make
meaningful contributions to the further development and responsible application of Al in society.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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MASTER
Beleid, Communicatie en Organisatie (BCO) -

Introductie

De Master Beleid, Communicatie en Organisatie (BCO) aan de Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

richt zich op de dynamiek tussen organisaties en hun omgeving. Hoe gaan organisaties om

met maatschappelijke vraagstukken zoals digitalisering, duurzaamheid en diversiteit? Hoe —
vertaal je beleid naar effectieve communicatie en organisatieprocessen? In dit multidisciplinaire

programma combineer je inzichten uit bestuurskunde, sociologie, communicatie- en

organisatiewetenschappen en werk je aan actuele vraagstukken in samenwerking met

praktijkpartners.

Curriculum

In het eerste deel van je studie leg je een methodologische en theoretische basis via vakken

als Organization & Power en Communicatie en Identiteit waarin je leert welke rol communicatie

en cultuur spelen in organisaties. Vervolgens verdiep je je in Organisatieverandering en

-ontwikkeling, waarin je inzicht krijgt in veranderingsprocessen en leert hoe je zulke veranderingen

kunt vormgeven. Je kiest daarnaast een specialisatieroute, zoals Consultancy en Interventie, —
Codperatie en Conflict of Strategie en Innovatie in Netwerken, om je eigen focus te bepalen. Verder

draagt het vak Communicatie over Beleids- en Organisatievraagstukken bij aan het ontwikkelen

van praktische onderzoeksvaardigheden in samenwerking met een externe organisatie. Ook het
onderzoeksseminar en de masterthese vormen een belangrijk onderdeel van je opleiding.

Toelating

Voor toelating tot BCO heb je een universitair bachelordiploma in een relevant vakgebied nodig,

zoals bestuurskunde, communicatiewetenschap, sociologie of organisatiewetenschappen.

Studenten met een andere achtergrond kunnen in aanmerking komen via een schakel- of

pre-masterprogramma, afhankelijk van de gevolgde vakken. Daarnaast is voldoende kennis

van onderzoeksmethoden en statistiek vereist. De selectieprocedure omvat beoordeling van —
je motivatie, CV en academische achtergrond. Omdat de opleiding in het Nederlands wordt

aangeboden, moet je ook beschikken over een goede beheersing van de Nederlandse taal.

Beroepsperspectief

Na afronding van de master BCO kun je allerlei functies vervullen waarin je de brug slaat

tussen beleid, communicatie en organisatie. Je kunt werken als beleidsmedewerker,

communicatieadviseur, consultant of projectleider bij ministeries, gemeenten, maatschappelijke

organisaties, consultancybureaus of bedrijven. Ook start-ups en mkb-organisaties bieden kansen,

vooral omdat zij steeds vaker sprake van maatschappelijke impact en organisatieverandering. De

opleiding bereidt je voor op rollen waarin strategisch denken, communicatieve vaardigheden en

organisatorisch inzicht samenkomen. —

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
Criminologie

Introductie

In de master Criminologie aan de Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam leer je hoe criminologische kennis
ingezet kan worden voor het voorkomen en bestrijden van criminaliteit. Je verdiept je in zowel
Opsporingscriminologie, waar je onderzoekt hoe opsporing effectiever ingericht kan worden en
hoe instanties als politie en justitie samenwerken, als Interventiecriminologie, waar je je richt

op criminele loopbanen, de levensloop van daders en interventies die stoppen met criminaliteit
bevorderen. In beide richtingen leer je criminologische theorieén te verbinden aan praktijkvragen
en beleid.

Curriculum

Het curriculum bestaat uit zeven vakken, waarvan vijf verplicht, één gebonden keuzevak en één
vrij keuzevak (of in sommige gevallen twee gebonden keuzevakken). Voorbeelden van verplichte
vakken zijn Effectief Ingrijpen: Wat werkt?, Politie en Veiligheid, Cybercrime (Criminologie) en
Forensisch Bewijs: van plaats delict tot cel. Verder kun je je specialiseren door het keuzevak te
richten op een specifieke criminaliteitsvorm of een vrij vak naar eigen interesse te kiezen. Je
sluit de master af met een afstudeerproject van 18 studiepunten dat in de praktijk kan worden
uitgevoerd, vaak in de vorm van stagegerichte onderzoekservaring bij een partnerorganisatie.

Toelating

Bachelorstudenten Criminologie aan een Nederlandse universiteit worden direct toegelaten tot de
master. Studenten met een bachelor in de sociale of gedragswetenschappen (zoals Sociologie,
Psychologie of Pedagogische Wetenschappen) kunnen toegang krijgen na het behalen van een
toelatingstoets, mits zij voor 1 mei toestemming vragen aan de toelatingscommissie. Andere
bachelors, waaronder rechten of bachelors met een minor criminologie, bieden geen toegang

tot deze master, ook niet via aanvullende opleidingen. De master Criminologie kent geen pre-
mastertraject. Verder moet je aantonen dat je voldoende beheersing hebt van de Nederlandse taal,
omdat het programma Nederlandstalig is.

Beroepsperspectief

Na afronding van de master Criminologie bieden beide richtingen interessante carrieremogelijk-
heden. Afgestudeerden in Opsporingscriminologie kunnen werken als recherchekundige,
strategisch analist bij de politie, beleidsadviseur bij het Openbaar Ministerie of veiligheidsadviseur
bij gemeenten en in het bedrijfsleven. Vanuit Interventiecriminologie kun je aan de slag bij de
reclassering, DJI, jeugdinrichtingen, de Raad voor de Kinderbescherming of maatschappelijke
organisaties die werken aan gedragsverandering en preventie. Ook arbeidsplaatsen bij
onderzoeksinstituten en adviesbureaus zijn mogelijk, waarbij je criminologisch inzicht koppelt aan
beleid en interventie.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER
International Crimes, Conflict and Criminology -

Introduction

Conflicts can lead to looting, genocide, terrorism and cross-border crimes such as human

trafficking or wildlife crime. Governments, NGOs and international organisations are tasked with

addressing these challenges, but effective responses often fall short due to a lack of knowledge. —
The one-year Master International Crimes, Conflict and Criminology at Vrije Universiteit

Amsterdam is unique worldwide in its scope and interdisciplinary approach, combining insights

from criminology, law, psychology, sociology and political science.

Curriculum

The curriculum combines practice and research. You will take methodological courses, legal

courses, and thematic courses on conflict and crime. Examples include Research Methods for

Conflict & International Crimes, Transitional Justice & Peacebuilding, International Criminal Law,

Quantitative & Qualitative Methods in Conflict Research, and Case Studies in Genocide & Mass

Violence. In addition, you will participate in seminars and workshops analysing real cases, and

may conduct research in collaboration with the CICJ or other organisations. The programme —
concludes with a master’s thesis in which you carry out independent research on a topic related to

international conflict.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in Law, Criminology, Sociology, Political Science,

Psychology, or a related field. You are expected to demonstrate academic excellence, ideally

with a GPA of at least 7.5 (or international equivalent), as well as strong writing and academic

English skills. Selection is based on your motivation letter, CV, and demonstrated engagement

with themes such as conflict crimes, political violence, or transitional justice. Relevant experience,

such as internships, volunteer work, or professional activities in related contexts, is highly

valued. Admission is competitive and based on a balanced evaluation of academic performance, —
motivation, and fit with the programme.

Career prospects

Graduates of this master are trained to critically analyse empirical and legal studies, develop
policy, and draft academic and policy documents. Alumni work as researchers, legal advisors,
policy officers, NGO professionals, journalists, or consultants in national and international
organisations, often in the areas of human rights, transitional justice, peace, and conflict
prevention. Many pursue PhD trajectories or positions within international courts and tribunals.
With its international and multidisciplinary focus, the programme equips you with highly valued
skills for a wide range of professional contexts worldwide.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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MASTER
Klinische Neuropsychologie -

Introductie

De master Psychologie met het traject Klinische Neuropsychologie aan de Vrije Universiteit

Amsterdam duurt één jaar en richt zich op de relatie tussen hersenen, cognitie en gedrag. In dit

traject leer je hoe stoornissen of hersenbeschadiging invloed hebben op functies als perceptie, —
taal, aandacht, geheugen en executief functioneren en wat dit betekent voor het dagelijks leven

van patiénten. De opleiding is kleinschalig en intensief en legt voortdurend de verbinding tussen

wetenschap en praktijk.

Curriculum

Het curriculum bestaat uit hoor- en werkcolleges, practica, een klinische stage en een

masterthese. Studenten verdiepen zich bijvoorbeeld in medische neurowetenschappen en

neuroanatomie, neuropsychologische interventiemethoden en kunnen kiezen voor vakken als

neuro-imaging of endocrinologische neuropsychologie. Tijdens de stage doe je ervaring op in

instellingen zoals ziekenhuizen, verpleeghuizen of revalidatiecentra en pas je de opgedane kennis

direct toe in de praktijk. —

Toelating

Toelating is mogelijk met een universitaire bachelor Psychologie. Voor dit traject gelden
daarnaast specifieke ingangseisen: je moet onder andere vakken hebben afgerond op het

gebied van klinische neuropsychologie, de neuropsychologie van veroudering en pediatrische
neuropsychologie. Studenten met een niet-Nederlandstalige vooropleiding moeten bovendien
aantonen dat zij de Nederlandse taal voldoende beheersen. Omdat er sprake is van een
capaciteitsbeperking, vindt selectie plaats op basis van motivatie en reflectie, en op het gewogen
gemiddelde van je bachelor.

Beroepsperspectief —
Na afronding van de master Klinische Neuropsychologie ben je goed voorbereid op een loopbaan

in de gezondheidszorg, de revalidatie of het ziekenhuiswezen, waar je je richt op diagnostiek en

behandeling van mensen met hersenaandoeningen of hersenletsel. Afhankelijk van de gevolgde

vakken en stage kun je (deels) voldoen aan de eisen voor een LOGO-verklaring, die toegang

geeft tot de postmasteropleiding tot gezondheidszorgpsycholoog, en aan de voorwaarden voor

het Basisaantekening Psychodiagnostiek. Voor studenten die zich verder willen ontwikkelen in

onderzoek is er bovendien de mogelijkheid om door te stromen naar een promotietraject of andere
wetenschappelijke functies.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Klinische Ontwikkelingspsychologie

Introductie

Tijdens het mastertraject Klinische Ontwikkelingspsychologie verdiep je in de kennis over
normale en abnormale ontwikkeling van kinderen die je hebt opgedaan in de eerste jaren van je
opleiding. Je leert welke biologische, psychologische en sociale omgevingsfactoren bijdragen
aan een deviante ontwikkeling en welke interventies geschikt en effectief zijn voor de aanpak
van stoornissen. Je maakt je de nodige diagnostische en gespreksvaardigheden eigen en past
deze toe tijdens de praktijkstage. Je afstudeerproject bestaat uit een zelfstandig uit te voeren
empirisch onderzoek.

Curriculum

Het curriculum combineert hoorcolleges, werkcolleges, practica, stages en een masterthese.

Je volgt vakken als Psychodiagnostiek in de Praktijk van de Klinisch Ontwikkelingspsycholoog,
Jeugddelinquentie en Antisociale Ontwikkeling en Evidence Based Interventies bij kinderen

en adolescenten. Ook thema's als schoolproblemen, sociaal-emotionele stoornissen en
leerstoornissen komen uitgebreid aan bod. Tijdens je stage werk je bijvoorbeeld in de jeugdzorg,
kinder- en jeugdpsychiatrie of het onderwijsveld, waar je diagnostische vaardigheden en klinische
gespreksvoering toepast en interventies leert inzetten.

Toelating

Voor toelating tot Klinische Ontwikkelingspsychologie moet je beschikken over een academisch
bachelordiploma in Psychologie of Pedagogische Wetenschappen, en voldoen aan specifieke
vakinhoudelijke uitgangseisen zoals diagnostiek voor kinderen en adolescenten en klinische
gespreksvoering. Omdat de master kleinschalig is en capaciteitsbeperking geldt, vindt

selectie plaats op basis van motivatie en je academische prestaties. Niet-Nederlandstalige
vooropleidingen moeten aantonen dat zij over voldoende beheersing van de Nederlandse taal
beschikken om onderwijs, stage en onderzoek te volgen.

Beroepsperspectief

Dit mastertraject leidt je op tot klinisch ontwikkelingspsycholoog. Klinisch ontwikkelings-
psychologen zijn werkzaam bij instellingen voor de geestelijke en lichamelijke gezondheidszorg,
op scholen, bij gemeenten en andere overheidsinstellingen en in wetenschappelijk en
praktijkgericht onderzoek. Je kunt je binnen de opleiding tot klinisch ontwikkelingspsycholoog
kwalificeren voor de Basisaantekening Psychodiagnostiek (BAPD) van de beroepsvereniging het
NIP. Deze basisaantekening stelt je, in combinatie met een aantal verplichte vakken, in staat om
na je master, en na selectie, diverse postdoctorale opleidingen te volgen, zoals de GZ-opleiding tot
BIG geregistreerde psycholoog en de opleiding tot Schoolpsycholoog.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Klinische Psychologie

Introductie

De klinisch psycholoog houdt zich bezig met mensen die psychisch ontregeld zijn of ontregeld
dreigen te raken. Deze ontregelingen kunnen zich op verschillende manieren manifesteren.

Denk hierbij aan angst- of stemmingsklachten, persoonlijkheidsstoornissen, het vastlopen van
contacten en relaties, het disfunctioneren in werksituaties of het niet onder controle hebben van
gedrag. Psychische ontregelingen kunnen verschillende oorzaken en achtergronden hebben zoals
traumatisering, blootstelling aan stress, stoornissen in de persoonlijkheidsstructuur en genetische
kwetsbaarheid. Meestal is er sprake van een combinatie van factoren.

Curriculum

Het curriculum bestaat uit hoor- en werkcolleges, practica, een stage en een masterthese. Je
verdiept je in vakken als Diagnostiek voor de Klinische Praktijk, Klinische Gespreksvoering

en Evidence Based Interventies. Daarnaast volg je specialistische cursussen waarin thema'’s
als angst- en stemmingsstoornissen, persoonlijkheidsstoornissen en traumagerelateerde
problematiek centraal staan. Tijdens je stage doe je praktijkervaring op in de geestelijke
gezondheidszorg, bijvoorbeeld binnen een GGZ-instelling of een ziekenhuisafdeling, en leer je
diagnostische en behandelvaardigheden toepassen. Je rondt je studie af met een zelfstandig
uitgevoerd onderzoek waarin je een klinisch relevant vraagstuk uitwerkt.

Toelating

Voor toelating tot het mastertraject Klinische Psychologie is een bachelordiploma Psychologie
vereist, aangevuld met specifieke vakken zoals Diagnostiek voor de Klinische Praktijk en Klinische
Gespreksvoering of een equivalent daarvan. De toelatingscommissie beoordeelt of eerder
behaalde vakken voldoende aansluiten op deze ingangseisen. Omdat de opleiding selectief en
kleinschalig is, speelt ook motivatie en academische prestatie een rol in de toelating.

Beroepsperspectief

De klinisch psycholoog is werkzaam op het gebied van de geestelijke en algemene
gezondheidszorg waar hij drie belangrijke taken heeft, namelijk: psychodiagnostiek,
psychologische begeleiding en behandeling en wetenschappelijk onderzoek. Daarnaast zijn
veel klinisch psychologen werkzaam op het gebied van preventie. Hier ontwikkelen en voeren zij
minimale interventies uit om de ontwikkeling van ernstige problematiek te voorkomen.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Marketing -

Introduction

Marketing lies at the heart of today’s business world. How can Microsoft Office 365 compete

with free services such as Google Docs? How does Miele optimise digital touchpoints along the

customer journey? And how does The Vegetarian Butcher turn both meat eaters and flexitarians —
into loyal customers? The Master’s in Marketing at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam prepares you

to become a marketing professional driven by impact, courage, and vision. The programme is

rated the best in its category by the Keuzegids Masters 2025. You can specialise further in Digital

Marketing & Analytics, Brand & Customer Management, or Consumer Marketing for Business &

Society.

Curriculum

The curriculum consists of both core courses and specialisation modules, with a constant

interplay between theory and practice. Examples of core courses include Marketing Strategy,

where you learn to create strategic value and build competitive advantage; Consumer Marketing,

where you analyse consumer behaviour and apply influence techniques; and Customer & Marketing —
Analytics, where you develop the skills to interpret data and apply it to marketing decisions.

Additional courses include Digital Marketing & Technology, Retail Management & e-Commerce,

and Brand Management. You will work on applied projects in collaboration with companies and

complete the programme with a master’s thesis, conducting independent research on a current

marketing issue.

Admission

To be admitted to the master programme in Marketing you need a university Bachelor’'s degree

with a solid foundation in marketing and statistics, for example in business administration,

economics, communication science, psychology, or a related field. Your prior education must

include at least 18 ECTS of academic courses in marketing and consumer behaviour, and at least —
12 ECTS in statistics, covering topics such as multiple regression, ANOVA, and factor analysis.

You are also expected to have experience with software such as SPSS, R, or Jamovi. Admission

decisions are based on your academic performance, motivation, and overall suitability for the

programme.

Career prospects

Graduates in Marketing are highly sought after in the labour market. Within three months, most

alumni find a suitable position as brand managers, account executives, digital marketers, data

analysts, or consultants. The programme,, equips you with skills that are valuable both in large

international organisations and in launching your own business. Alumni work at global companies,

in consulting roles, or as entrepreneurs. With your expertise in branding, customer journeys, —
analytics, and big data, you are well prepared to tackle both business and societal challenges.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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MASTER
Forensische Neuropsychologie -

Introductie

Een veiligere samenleving is sinds een aantal jaren een ‘hot topic’ in onze maatschappij. Dat
vraagt om steeds meer specialistische kennis op het gebied van de forensische psychologie.

Wil jij delinquent gedrag vanuit een neuropsychologische en klinische invalshoek benaderen? —
Weten wat de relatie is tussen hersenletsel en een misdrijf? En leren hoe je forensische patiénten
de juiste zorg biedt? Als forensisch psycholoog bestudeer je de oorzaken van crimineel gedrag

en de geschikte behandelvormen om dit gedrag in de toekomst te voorkomen. Je leert daarbij het
neuropsychologisch en -psychiatrisch perspectief mee te nemen in diagnostiek en behandeling
van forensische patiénten. Er is aandacht voor de (ontwikkeling van) neurobiologische en
neurocognitieve functies die een rol spelen bij neuropsychologische stoornissen binnen de
forensische setting en je doet kennis op over het (straf)rechtssysteem en maatregelen hierbinnen.

Curriculum

Het curriculum combineert theorie, praktijk en onderzoek. Je volgt colleges waarin je leert hoe
neuropsychologische stoornissen zich manifesteren in forensische settings en hoe diagnostiek —
en interventies daarop kunnen worden afgestemd. Daarnaast doe je kennis op van juridische

kaders en werk je met casussen uit de praktijk. Tijdens je stage in bijvoorbeeld een forensisch-

psychiatrisch centrum, een jeugdinrichting of bij de reclassering pas je je kennis toe in

diagnostiek, risicotaxatie en behandeladvies. Je sluit het programma af met een masterthese

waarin je zelfstandig onderzoek doet naar een vraagstuk binnen de forensische neuropsychologie.

Toelating

Voor toelating tot dit traject is een universitaire bachelor Psychologie vereist. Daarnaast moet

je vakken hebben afgerond op het gebied van diagnostiek voor de klinische praktijk (met nadruk

op klinische neuropsychologie), neuropsychologie en pediatrische neuropsychologie. Of een

equivalent vak in aanmerking komt, wordt beoordeeld door de toelatingscommissie. Voor het vak —
Diagnostiek voor de Klinische Praktijk geldt bovendien dat alleen cursussen van Nederlandse

universiteiten als equivalent kunnen worden toegelaten.

Beroepsperspectief

Afgestudeerden van de master Forensische Neuropsychologie werken op het snijvlak van

psychologie, hersenwetenschap en strafrecht. Je kunt aan de slag in forensisch-psychiatrische

centra, jeugdinrichtingen of bij de reclassering, waar je neuropsychologische diagnostiek uitvoert,

risicotaxaties maakt en behandeladviezen opstelt. Ook kun je bijdragen aan wetenschappelijk

onderzoek naar de relatie tussen hersenen en delinquent gedrag en meewerken aan de

ontwikkeling van effectieve behandelingen binnen de forensische zorg. Daarnaast vormt dit traject

een goede basis voor verdere specialisaties, zoals de postmasteropleiding tot GZ-psycholoog of —
een promotietraject binnen het forensische en neuropsychologische domein.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.

Aan deze tekst kunnen geen rechten of aanspraken worden ontleend, de inhoud is uitsluitend

bedoeld ter informatie en het is aan te raden de officiéle websites van de universiteiten te raadplegen;

no rights or claims can be derived from this text, the content is provided for informational purposes

only and it is recommend to consulte the official university websites. MASTERGUIDE PSYCHOLOGY 2026/27 — 221



https://vu.nl/nl/over-de-vu/faculteiten/faculteit-der-gedrags-en-bewegingswetenschappen/meer-over/forensische-neuropsychologie

Vrije Universtiteit Amsterdam Q° TABLE OF CONTENT

® NIP membership possible

MASTER
Neurosciences

Introduction

Do you want to understand how the brain works, why dysfunctions lead to disorders, and how this
knowledge can help combat diseases such as Alzheimer’s, ALS and mental disorders? The two-
year Master Neurosciences at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam offers an integrative approach to the
brain, ranging from molecules to behaviour, and from fundamental to translational research.

Curriculum

The programme includes two full-time research projects in which you design experiments,
conduct research, analyse data, and present your findings. You will attend lectures, seminars,

lab visits, and practical courses taught by leading researchers from institutes such as the Center
for Neurogenomics and Cognitive Research (CNCR) and Amsterdam Neuroscience. You will

also develop professional and academic skills through the Career and Academic Skills Portfolio
(CASP) and are encouraged from the start to participate in national and international conferences.
Example courses include Molecular Neuroscience, Neurophysiology & Electrophysiology,
Computational Neuroscience, Neurogenomics, Neural Data Analysis & Statistics, and Translational
Neuroscience.

Admission

Applicants must hold a recognised Bachelor’s degree (at least 180 ECTS) from a research
university. Proficiency in English must be demonstrated. Eligible Bachelor’s degrees include
Biology, Biomedical Sciences, or Psychology with a focus on biological psychology or
neuropsychology. Strong academic skills in writing, presenting, and critical thinking are required,
and a bachelor’s thesis is an advantage. The selection procedure is competitive and based on
your CV (30%), transcript (40%), and motivation letter (30%). A minimum GPA of 7.5 is required,
with at least an 8.0 for your thesis and neuroscience-related courses. Candidates with a GPA = 8.0
are invited for an interview, which accounts for 40% of the final ranking. The programme admits a
maximum of 60 students.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for a research career. Many pursue a PhD, for example within the
Graduate School Neurosciences Amsterdam Rotterdam (ONWAR). Others take positions in
academic hospitals or the biotech and pharmaceutical industries. The strong emphasis on
research design, data analysis, and interdisciplinary skills also provides a solid basis for careers in
education, policy, or science communication. In addition, the master contributes to the Erasmus+
NeuroData programme, which combines brain and data sciences for innovative interdisciplinary
career opportunities.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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MASTER

Pedagogische Wetenschappen

Introductie

Hoe ontwikkelt een kind of jongere zich optimaal? Hoe kunnen we gezinnen en scholen het
beste ondersteunen? Deze vragen staan centraal in de master Pedagogische Wetenschappen
aan de Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Je kiest uit twee specialisatietrajecten: Orthopedagogiek
of Onderwijs en Innovatie. De opleiding is kleinschalig en persoonlijk, met intensief contact
met docenten en een uitgebreid netwerk van stageplaatsen. Tijdens je studie combineer je
academische verdieping met praktijkervaring via stages, intervisie en onderzoeksprojecten.

Curriculum

Het curriculum omvat zowel theoretische vakken als praktijkmodules, een stage en het
afstudeeronderzoek. In het traject Onderwijs en Innovatie kun je vakken verwachten zoals

Beleid en Praktijk van Onderwijsinnovatie, Innovatie en Goed Onderwijs: Theorie, Diversiteit en
Goed Onderwijs, een Masterclass Research in Education Innovation, en een stage binnen het
onderwijsveld. In Orthopedagogiek krijg je twee theorie-vakken van elk 6 ECTS, gericht op de
neurobiologische en psychosociale processen achter ontwikkelingsproblematiek en op theorieén
van interventie en interventieonderzoek binnen school en gezin. Verder volg je toepasbare
modules zoals een masterclass en masterclinic, loop je stage (minimaal 18 ECTS) en voltooi je je
masterthese.

Toelating

Voor directe instroom moet je beschikken over een bachelordiploma Pedagogische
Wetenschappen of een volledig afgeronde pre-master Pedagogische Wetenschappen. Voor
Orthopedagogiek kom je in aanmerking als je een verwant universitair bachelordiploma hebt
(zoals Psychologie) én een minor van 30 ECTS in Pedagogische Wetenschappen inclusief
minimaal 6 ECTS in diagnostiek, of een minor in Klinische Psychologie, Neuropsychologie,
Kinder- en Jeugdpsychologie plus 6 ECTS diagnostiek. Voor Onderwijs en Innovatie kun je

direct instromen met een bachelordiploma Pedagogische Wetenschappen, Onderwijskunde,
Onderwijswetenschappen of de Educatieve Master Primair Onderwijs. Mensen met een verwante
achtergrond kunnen op verzoek worden toegelaten.

Beroepsperspectief

Als afgestudeerde pedagoog kun je aan de slag in uiteenlopende functies: van orthopedagoog
binnen jeugdhulp, ggz, speciaal onderwijs of langdurige zorg tot onderwijsadviseur,
beleidsmedewerker of onderzoeker. Het traject Orthopedagogiek leidt tot functies waarin je
diagnostiek, interventie en begeleiding van kinderen en jongeren centraal staan. In Onderwijs
en Innovatie werk je aan verbetering van onderwijspraktijken, curriculumontwikkeling en
organisatieveranderingen binnen scholen of onderwijsinstellingen. Ook is het mogelijk verder te
specialiseren of door te stromen naar promotietrajecten.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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MASTER

Social and Cultural Anthropology

Introduction

Digital technologies such as algorithms, platforms, and online networks shape societies at all
levels, raising complex issues around polarisation, disinformation, migration, cybersecurity,
artificial intelligence, and healthy ageing. The Research Master in Social Sciences for a Digital
Society at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam trains you to study and address these challenges by
combining social science perspectives with advanced computational methods.

Curriculum

This small-scale and selective two-year programme offers intensive training in mixed methods,
including digital ethnography, advanced data mining, scraping tools, text analysis, and network
analysis. In the first year, you will take courses such as Big Data, Small Data, Mixed Methods and
Network Analysis, Dynamics of Polarization and Inclusion, Governance and Algorithms in Care &
Welfare, Research Design Principles, Digital Society Research, and Communicating Science. In the
second year, the focus shifts to professional practice: you complete a full-time internship at an
organisation or academic institution and write an independent master’s thesis based on your own
research project.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in the social or behavioural sciences with an average
grade of at least 7.5 (or international equivalent). Candidates from other disciplines such

as mathematics, computer science, econometrics, or computational linguistics may also be
admitted if they can demonstrate a clear interest in social issues through electives, minors,
internships, or extracurricular activities. A minimum of 12 ECTS in research methods is required.
Admission is competitive and based on academic performance, relevance of your prior education,
methodological knowledge, motivation, work experience, an academic writing sample, and two
letters of reference.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for careers in academia, government, NGOs, or data-intensive
industries. You will be able to analyse complex societal issues and apply innovative data methods.
Alumni often pursue PhDs, or work as policy advisors, consultants, or data analysts in fields such
as healthcare, politics, and technology. Thanks to the programme’s international orientation and
strong professional networks, graduates are also well positioned to work abroad.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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MASTER
Sociologie -

Introductie

Waarom werkt in Nederland zoveel vrouwen parttime? Welke invloed hebben kunstmatige

intelligentie, globalisering en migratie op ons sociale leven? Welke rol spelen sociale netwerken en
machtsverhoudingen in ongelijkheid? In de master Sociologie aan de Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam —
leer je deze vragen te analyseren en te plaatsen binnen bredere sociale structuren. Je bestudeert

thema's als ongelijkheid in werk, gender, diversiteit en veiligheid, en onderzoekt hoe individueel

handelen en maatschappelijke structuren elkaar wederzijds beinvioeden.

Curriculum

Hoewel de exacte vakken jaarlijks kunnen variéren, omvat het curriculum kwalitatieve en

kwantitatieve methoden, sociologische theorieén en toegepast onderzoek. Je verdiept je in

onderwerpen als sociologie van werk, gender, migratie, netwerkstudies en beleidsanalyse.

Methodologische vakken zoals geavanceerde statistiek, longitudinaal onderzoek en kwalitatieve

analysetechnieken maken vaak deel uit van de opleiding, en je werkt aan een onderzoeksproject in

samenwerking met maatschappelijke organisaties. —

Toelating

Directe toelating is mogelijk met een afgeronde universitaire bachelor in disciplines

zoals Algemene of Interdisciplinaire Sociale Wetenschappen, Bestuurskunde,
Communicatiewetenschappen, Criminologie, Culturele Antropologie, European Public
Administration, Organisatiewetenschap, Politicologie, Sociologie of een University College met een
major in social sciences. Ook een bachelor met een minor Sociologie (30 ECTS) inclusief statistiek
en kwalitatief onderzoek (6 ECTS) geeft toegang. Kandidaten met een andere achtergrond kunnen
onder voorwaarden worden toegelaten via een schakeltraject van maximaal 30 ECTS, bepaald door
de toelatingscommissie.

Beroepsperspectief

Als socioloog ben je breed inzetbaar, je kunt maatschappelijke vraagstukken analyseren en
wetenschappelijke kennis praktisch toepassen. Alumni werken als onderzoekers, adviseurs,
beleidsmedewerkers of projectmanagers bij gemeenten, ministeries, NGO’s en maatschappelijke
organisaties. Traineeships in de publieke sector en functies in consultancy, sociale
ondernemingen of media behoren eveneens tot de mogelijkheden. Dankzij de combinatie van
inhoudelijke verdieping, praktijkervaring en netwerkcontacten heb je een sterke positie op de
arbeidsmarkt.

Voor meer informatie over het programma, ga naar de website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Theology and Religious Studies

Introduction

Religion plays a crucial role worldwide, serving both as a source of conflict and as a means of
reconciliation. The Master’s in Theology and Religious Studies at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam
teaches you to critically reflect on this complexity and to contribute to contemporary debates on
peace, ethics, care, and intercultural dialogue. This one-year programme offers several tracks:
Peace, Trauma and Religion (English), Spiritual Care (Dutch), and Exploring a Discipline (English).

Curriculum

Whichever track you choose, you will develop advanced academic skills, intercultural sensitivity,
and practical expertise. You will take courses specific to your specialisation, such as Trauma,
Religion & Reconciliation, Interreligious Dialogue, Spiritual Care Practice, and Ethics and Public
Theology, or discipline-focused courses such as Biblical Studies or Digital Humanities. You will
also design your own research or practice-oriented project within your chosen track and develop it
into your master’s thesis.

Admission

A Bachelor’s degree in Theology, Religious Studies, or a related field is required. Candidates from
other disciplines may be admitted if they can demonstrate sufficient prior knowledge in theology
or religious studies; in some cases, a bridging programme may be necessary. For the English-
taught tracks (Peace, Trauma and Religion and Exploring a Discipline), proficiency in English must
be demonstrated through IELTS, TOEFL, or Cambridge certificates. For the Dutch-taught track
(Spiritual Care), proficiency in Dutch is required.

Career prospects

Graduates of this master’s programme are prepared for careers in research, education, policy, and
practice. Depending on your track, you may work as a spiritual caregiver in healthcare institutions,
prisons, or the armed forces, as an expert in interreligious dialogue, or as a researcher in theology,
religion, and culture. Thanks to the international and interdisciplinary approach of the programme,
you will also be well qualified for roles within NGOs, government agencies, and academic
institutions.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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MASTER

Work and Organizational Psychology

Introduction

Work and Organizational Psychology focuses on human behaviour within organizations and

work situations. Why is one a leader and does the other follow? How can organizations attract
ambitious, competent, and trustworthy employees? How can groups and organizations shape
diversity? What role should leaders have in that process? How can we design selection procedures
that are fair to ethnic groups? These are questions that are central within Work and Organizational
Psychology. The master’'s programme Work and Organizational Psychology prepares you for
practice. You learn to apply the theory studied to everyday situations and the courses are taught
by people who have experience in the field. During the master you will gain insight into consumer
behaviour and how it can be influenced. Additionally, you will become familiar with theories that
examine the various facets of the individual and his personality.

Curriculum

The curriculum consists of lectures, seminars, practica, an internship, and a master’s thesis.

You will take courses such as Leadership and Organization, Psychological Assessment in
Organizations, Training and Development, and Diversity Management. You will also develop skills
in recruitment and selection, personnel development, and the design of interventions to improve
well-being and performance. During your internship, you gain practical experience in organizations
where you address themes such as motivation, emotions, group dynamics, and organizational
culture. The programme teaches you how psychological insights can contribute to solving
complex issues in modern organizations.

Admission

To be admitted to this track, you need to hold a university-level Bachelor's degree in Psychology
or a closely related discipline. Your prior education must include relevant psychology courses and
at least one advanced course in organizational psychology. In addition, you must demonstrate
sufficient knowledge and skills in quantitative research methods, including statistics and
methodology, along with a specialized course such as psychometrics, multivariate statistics, or
structural equation modelling.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Work and Organizational Psychology master’s track quickly find their way into
the labour market. Career opportunities are available in healthcare, education, and non-profit
organizations, as well as in the business sector. Alumni often work as human resource managers,
organizational consultants, policy advisors, or trainers. Thanks to your background in diagnostics,
research, and interventions, you are broadly employable in roles that focus on human behaviour,
motivation, and organizational development. There are opportunities to pursue post-master
training, such as professional registration as a Work and Organizational Psychologist (NIP).

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Clinical and Developmental psychopathology

Introduction

The Research Master in Clinical and Developmental Psychopathology offers you the opportunity
to engage with both theoretical and practical problems in a small-scale learning environment.
You will study the origins, development, and course of psychopathology and explore innovative,
psychologically informed methods for its prevention and treatment. Teaching is delivered by
leading researchers in the field and covers the newest insights into the relationship between
mental health, biological factors and environmental influences, neuropsychological substrates,
human relationships, and adaptive and maladaptive developmental pathways.

Curriculum

The two-year programme combines advanced theoretical knowledge with hands-on research
training. You will attend in-depth courses on topics such as psychopathology, epidemiological
research, theories of therapeutic and preventive intervention, and systematic reviews and meta-
analyses. You will also receive training in randomized controlled trials, academic writing and
presenting, and advanced research methods. Throughout the programme, you gradually develop
your own research project. In the second year, you refine your methodological and analytical skills,
conduct your master’s thesis, and gain experience in interdisciplinary collaboration.

Admission

Applicants must hold an academic Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, Education, or a related
discipline, and should have completed an introductory course in clinical diagnosis and
assessment of mental health problems. A GPA of at least 7.5 is required, with a minimum grade
of 8.0 for the bachelor’s thesis. Admission also requires a written motivation letter, a letter of
recommendation, and proven proficiency in English. In some cases, an entrance assignment or
personal interview is part of the admissions process. Students in the final year of their Bachelor’s
degree may apply provided they graduate before the start of the programme. Selection is
competitive and based on academic performance, research motivation, and potential for growth.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Research Master in Clinical and Developmental Psychopathology are well
prepared for research careers at universities, research institutes, and mental health organisations.
Many go on to pursue a PhD on topics such as the epidemiology, aetiology, diagnosis, treatment,
and outcomes of psychopathology, or the evaluation of mental health services. Some alumni
specialise in translational research or applied research in clinical settings. On average, the VU
offers two PhD positions per year specifically to students from this programme, and around 40%
of graduates secure PhD positions overall. Others continue into clinical practice, applying their
strong academic foundation to improve treatment and care.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Cognitive Neuropsychology

Introduction

The Research Master in Cognitive Neuropsychology investigates the complex relationship between
brain and mind by combining insights from cognitive psychology and clinical neuropsychology.
Cognitive psychology examines mental processes such as memory, attention, and perception,
while clinical neuropsychology explores how neurological disorders or brain damage affect how
we think, feel, and act in everyday life. Together, these fields reveal how brain, mind, and behaviour
interact. This two-year programme is the only research-oriented master’s in the Netherlands that
unites both disciplines to understand how mental processes relate to brain structure and function.

Curriculum

The programme integrates theoretical courses with intensive research training. In the first year,

you take courses such as Cognitive Neuropsychological Theory, Neuroimaging Methods, Advanced
Statistics for Neuropsychology, and Scientific Writing. In the second year, the emphasis shifts to
advanced experimental methods and practical training. You participate in workshops and laboratory
practica, conduct your own research project, and write a master’s thesis based on original empirical
work. Depending on your interests, you may engage in a second research project or gain experience
in a clinical setting working with patients. Throughout, you develop the skills to design, run, and
analyse experiments, critically evaluate research, and communicate findings to both scientific and
general audiences.

Admission

To be admitted to the Research Master in Cognitive Neuropsychology, you must hold an academic
Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, Cognitive Science, Artificial Intelligence, Biology, Medicine, or a
closely related field. A minimum GPA of 8.0 is required. Applicants with a GPA between 7.8 and
8.0 may still be considered if they achieved strong results in relevant courses such as statistics,
research methods, cognitive psychology, neuropsychology, or neuroscience. Admission is not
possible with a GPA below 7.8. Proficiency in English is mandatory, as well as a demonstrable
active interest in research, evidenced by the inclusion of science-oriented courses and research-
focused training in your undergraduate programme.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Research Master in Cognitive Neuropsychology are well equipped for academic
and applied careers. Many pursue PhD research in psychology, neuroscience, or related fields,
while others work in clinical or applied settings. You will be able to assess neuropsychological
functioning in both patients and healthy individuals, design and analyse experiments, and apply
advanced research methods to study human cognition. Alumni also work in applied research
centres, clinical institutions, and interdisciplinary projects where their expertise in brain—
behaviour relations is highly valued. The programme provides an excellent foundation for a
research career in academia as well as professional roles bridging science and practice.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Genes In Behaviour And Health

Introduction

This two-year research master focuses on the interaction between genes and environment. You will
study how genetic predisposition and environmental factors jointly shape individual differences

in behaviour and health. Central questions include: is health determined by our genes or does the
environment play the main role? And can DNA be used to predict health outcomes? The programme
is unique in the Netherlands and one of the few worldwide that integrates behavioural science and
molecular genetics into a single curriculum. All teaching is in English and delivered by internationally
renowned researchers who actively participate in large-scale international collaborations and
regularly publish in leading scientific journals.

Curriculum

The programme offers a mix of theoretical depth and practical research training. You will take
courses such as Twin and Family Studies, Statistical Genetics, Molecular Genetics, and Advanced
Multivariate Statistics. These courses teach you how to disentangle the contributions of genes and
environment to health and behaviour, and how to analyse large-scale genetic datasets. Through
practica and research projects you gain hands-on experience with genetic data analysis and the
translation of genetic findings into behavioural and health outcomes. A substantial component

of the programme is the independent research project, which provides the foundation for further
scientific work, such as a PhD trajectory.

Admission

To be admitted to the Research Master Genes in Behaviour and Health, you need an academic
Bachelor’s degree in Psychology, Health Sciences, Biomedical Sciences, Bioinformatics,
Educational Sciences, or a closely related discipline. Your prior education must include at least
12 ECTS of methodology and statistics courses. Applicants are expected to demonstrate an active
interest in research, for example through research-oriented courses, a thesis, or an internship.
A GPA of 7.5 or higher (in the Dutch system) is recommended, but students with a slightly lower
GPA may still be admitted if they have strong results in courses such as statistics, research
methods, biological psychology, neuroscience, or genetics, or if they show strong motivation.
Proficiency in English is required; students without an English-taught Bachelor’s degree must
demonstrate this through IELTS, TOEFL, or Cambridge results.

Career prospects

The Genes in Behaviour and Health Research Master’'s programme equips you with the theoretical
basis, methodological proficiency and research practices needed to pursue an academic research
career. Most graduates from the programme therefore continue to pursue a career in scientific
research. Of course, a career in biotechnology-oriented sectors, focused on health or medical
technology, is also a great opportunity.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Global Health

Introduction

The Research Master in Global Health at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam equips you to analyse

and address complex health challenges such as maternal mortality, infectious diseases, chronic
conditions, mental health disorders, and the rising costs of healthcare. The programme takes a
systems-oriented approach and focuses on sustainable, large-scale solutions that improve health
and reduce inequalities worldwide.

Curriculum

The programme offers a mix of theoretical depth and practical research training. You will take
courses such as Twin and Family Studies, Statistical Genetics, Molecular Genetics, and Advanced
Multivariate Statistics. These courses teach you how to disentangle the contributions of genes and
environment to health and behaviour, and how to analyse large-scale genetic datasets. Through
practica and research projects you gain hands-on experience with genetic data analysis and the
translation of genetic findings into behavioural and health outcomes. A substantial component

of the programme is the independent research project, which provides the foundation for further
scientific work, such as a PhD trajectory.

Admission

To be admitted to the Research Master in Global Health, you need a Bachelor’s degree in a relevant
discipline such as Medical Biology, Health Sciences, Medicine, Medical Anthropology, Health
Economics, Psychology, Nursing, or Public Policy. Your prior education must include at least basic
knowledge of epidemiology and statistics (equivalent to 6 EC). Any deficiencies can be addressed
through additional courses before the start of the programme. A minimum GPA of 3.0 (equivalent
to 7.0 in the Dutch system) is required. For non-EU students, diplomas are assessed through the
VU International Office and may require NUFFIC evaluation. The admissions process includes a
motivation letter, CV demonstrating societal engagement (e.g. volunteer work), an online entrance
exam (essay on a global health theme), and a positive recommendation following an interview
with the programme director or coordinator. Applicants must also demonstrate English proficiency
through a recognised test such as TOEFL, IELTS, or Cambridge.

Career prospects

Graduates of this research master are prepared for a wide range of careers. Many continue

into PhD programmes at universities or research institutes. Others work as researchers, policy
advisors, public health advocates, or educators at international organisations, NGOs, government
agencies, healthcare institutions, or within the private sector. Employers value graduates for their
ability to critically evaluate research, analyse health systems across the globe, design and assess
interventions, and connect diverse stakeholders to develop sustainable solutions.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Humanities

Introduction

Do you want to gain in-depth knowledge of theories, methods, and techniques within your field, while
also connecting your expertise to other disciplines? The Research Master in Humanities at Vrije
Universiteit Amsterdam offers extensive training in research design in an inspiring interdisciplinary
environment. The programme encourages you to link your research to societal challenges and
prepares you to make meaningful contributions both inside and outside academia.

Curriculum

In addition to courses specific to your chosen track, you will follow broad interdisciplinary modules
in methodology and research practice, and gain practical experience through internships and
embedded projects. Examples of courses include Research Design and Methods in the Humanities,
Digital Methods in the Humanities, Interdisciplinary Seminars, Project Labs, and Academic Writing
and Presentation. You will learn to formulate research questions in English, present and defend your
results, and critically analyse your own and others’ work. The structure of the programme ensures
that you not only acquire substantive depth in your discipline, but also develop the transferable skills
to situate your work within societal contexts.

Admission

Admission requirements vary by track, so it is important to review the specific criteria of your
chosen specialisation carefully. In general, you need to have completed a relevant university-level
Bachelor’s degree in a discipline related to the track. You are expected to demonstrate strong
motivation for research and solid academic performance, preferably with above-average grades.
Proficiency in English is required. Depending on the track, additional requirements may apply, such
as prior knowledge in linguistics, forensic linguistics, philosophy, or history.

Career prospects

The Research Master in Humanities provides an excellent foundation for a PhD trajectory,
thanks to its strong focus on independent research, academic writing, and critical analysis.
Many graduates continue into academia as researchers or lecturers at universities and research
institutes. Others pursue careers in heritage institutions, NGOs, publishing, and cultural
organisations, or in other research-related roles. The wide professional network of the School
of Humanities offers opportunities for internships and collaborations with external partners,
strengthening your work experience and employability.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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RESEARCH MASTER

Social Psychology

Introduction

The Research Master in Social Psychology explores how people are influenced by their social
environment and how processes such as trust, leadership, and cooperation can be studied. The
programme integrates insights from biology, cognitive psychology, and evolutionary psychology,
offering a thorough exploration of central theories within social psychology and related fields. In
addition to theoretical depth, there is strong emphasis on applying social psychological knowledge
to pressing societal issues and building connections with other disciplines.

Curriculum

The curriculum combines in-depth theoretical training with the development of advanced research
skills. You will take courses such as Evolutionary Social Psychology, Advanced Experimental
Psychology, Multivariate Data Analysis, and Practical Research Training. These courses teach

you how to design and analyse studies, critically evaluate theories, and apply social psychological
insights to both academic and societal contexts. The programme also places a strong emphasis
on academic writing and presenting, preparing you to communicate your research effectively. A
substantial component of the programme is the independent research project, which provides you
with the experience and expertise needed for a PhD trajectory or a research-oriented career outside
academia.

Admission

To be admitted to the Research Master in Social Psychology, you need an academic Bachelor’s
degree in Psychology, Health Sciences, Biomedical Sciences, Bioinformatics, Educational
Sciences, or a closely related field. Your prior education must include research-oriented courses
in methodology and statistics. Candidates must demonstrate an active interest in research, for
example through research-focused courses, a thesis, or a research internship. A grade point
average of 7.5 or higher (in the Dutch system) is recommended, though applicants with slightly
lower GPAs may still be considered if they achieved strong results or if they demonstrate strong
motivation. Proficiency in English is required and must be proven if your previous education was
not in English.

Career prospects

Graduates of the Social Psychology Research Master are particularly well prepared for a PhD
trajectory and an academic career. Many social psychologists combine research and teaching
at universities or applied science institutes, not only in psychology but also in related disciplines
such as cognitive science, business, education, political science, law, health sciences, and
medicine. Alumni also find employment outside academia, working as consultants, researchers,
marketers, or managers in the private sector, and as policy advisors or programme developers in
the public sector in areas such as education, conflict resolution, and environmental policy. The
combination of a solid scientific foundation and advanced research skills ensures that graduates
are broadly employable and well positioned for careers in both academic and societal contexts.
For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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RESEARCH MASTER
Social Sciences for a Digital Society

Introduction

Digital technologies such as algorithms, platforms, and online networks shape societies at all
levels, raising complex issues around polarisation, disinformation, migration, cybersecurity, artificial
intelligence, and healthy ageing. The Research Master in Social Sciences for a Digital Society at
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam trains you to study and address these challenges by combining social
science perspectives with advanced computational methods.

Curriculum

This small-scale and selective two-year programme offers intensive training in mixed methods,
including digital ethnography, advanced data mining, scraping tools, text analysis, and network
analysis. In the first year, you will take courses such as Big Data, Small Data, Mixed Methods and
Network Analysis, Dynamics of Polarization and Inclusion, Governance and Algorithms in Care &
Welfare, Research Design Principles, Digital Society Research, and Communicating Science. In the
second year, the focus shifts to professional practice: you complete a full-time internship at an
organisation or academic institution and write an independent master’s thesis based on your own
research project.

Admission

Applicants must hold a Bachelor’s degree in the social or behavioural sciences with an average
grade of at least 7.5 (or international equivalent). Candidates from other disciplines such

as mathematics, computer science, econometrics, or computational linguistics may also be
admitted if they can demonstrate a clear interest in social issues through electives, minors,
internships, or extracurricular activities. A minimum of 12 ECTS in research methods is required.
Admission is competitive and based on academic performance, relevance of your prior education,
methodological knowledge, motivation, work experience, an academic writing sample, and two
letters of reference.

Career prospects

Graduates are well prepared for careers in academia, government, NGOs, or data-intensive
industries. You will be able to analyse complex societal issues and apply innovative data methods.
Alumni often pursue PhDs, or work as policy advisors, consultants, or data analysts in fields such
as healthcare, politics, and technology. Thanks to the programme’s international orientation and
strong professional networks, graduates are also well positioned to work abroad.

For more information about the programme, visit our website.
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